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This Copierence on Sharing Caribbean Resources for Imstruction
and Research was held in observance of the inauguration of the
Ralph M. Paiewonsky Library of the College of the Virgin Islands,
through the inspiration of its President, Dr. Lawrence C. Wanlass,
who has guided this College through its critical first six vears.

The Conference was sponsored by the College, and was

éssistgd by federal funds provided under Title III of the Hirher

" Education Act of 1965.

John P. McDonald, Librarian of the University of Connecticut,

 was éngaged to serve as consulvant to the College for coordinating

this Conference. He was assisted by Dr. William S. Dix, Librarian

.af Princeton University, who kindly consented to serve as

'mdderatbr, and by Mrs. Marietta Daniels Shepard, Associate

Librarian and Chief of Latin American Library Development Programs

.df fhe Pan American Union, who gracefully accepted the role of

Recorder.

ENID M, BAA
The Lditor.



PARTICIPANTS AND ATTENDEES

Moderator: pr. William S. Pix
: University Librarian,
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey

Co~ordinator: Mr. John P, McDonald
University Librarian,
University of Connecticut, Storrs, Connecticut

e Organization of
" American States:
Mrs. Marietta Daniels Shepard
Chief, Librarv Development Program,
Organization of American States
General Secretariat
Pan American Union, Washington, D,C.

'CARIBBEAN AREA

BARBADOS : Mr. Alan Moss
' NMrector Librarian,
' ' Centre for Multiracial Studies,
' Universityv of the West Indies, Library,
Bridgetown

. CURACAO: ~ Dr. Alexander F. Paula
-~ Archivist,
Centraal Archief, Fort Amsterdam

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC: Sr. Hector Inchaustegui Cabral
' . Universidad Catolica Madre y Maestra
Santiago de los Caballeros

GUADELOUPE: M. J.P. Bervieu
Archives Departmentales, Basse-Terre

"GUYANA: ' Mrs. Yvonne V. Stephenson
’ ' Reference Librarian,
University of Guyana, Georgetown

Mr. William A. Trembley

Head, Department of History,
University of Guyana, Georgetown

ii

Qo



JAMAICA:

PUERTO RICO:

- TRINTDAD:

VIRGIN 1SLANDS
© OFTHE U.S.?

ERS

Mr. William F. Gocking
Librarian,
University of the West Indies, Mona

Miss Glory Robertson
Librarian,
West Indian Reference Library,
Institute of Jamaica, Kingston

Mr. Joseph J. Breen
CONECA; % Caribbean Regional Library, Hato Rey

Sra. Maria Elena A, Cardona
Institute of Caribhbean Studies,
University of Puerto Rico, Rfo Piedras

Sister Nora Hillery
Director of Library,
Catholic University of Puerto Rico, Ponce

Mr. Lawrence Miller
Area Director of Libraries (Area I),
Inter-American University, San German

Sra. Noemi Pagan de Coldn -~
Librarian 1I,
University of Pucrto Rico, Rfo Piedras . -

Pra. Albertina Terez de Rosa
Latin American Studies and Exchange Librarian,
Ceneral Library,
University of Puerto Rico, Rfo Piedras

Srta. Luisa Vigo Cepeda
Directora,
Biblioteca, Colegio Regional de Humacao,
Humacao

pr. Alma Jordan
Librarian,
University of the Vest Indies,
Faculty of Agriculture, St. Augustine

Miss Enid M. Baa
Director, Bureau of Libraries and Museums,
Department of Conservation and Cultural Affairs,
St. Thomas

e

ii4



? VIRCGIN TSLANDS OF THE U,S. {continued):

Miss Rose ilergamini
Librarian,
Wayne Aspinall Junior High School,
St. Thomas

Mr, Tram Combs
Tram Combs Bool:s, St. Thomas

Mrs. Mina A. Corneiro

Librarian,
Charlotte Amalie High School, St. Thomas

Mr. Christian Doute, Zr.
Phiotodupliicatin Supervisor,
St. Thomas Pubiic Library, St. Thomas

Mrs. Brenda Galindo
Assistant Librariar,
Charlotte Amalie High School, St. Themas

Mrs. Betty J.M. George
Children's Librarian,
Public L{brary, St. Thomas

.

.. ' Mr. Edwin F. GColden
Library Assistant (Bookmobile),
Christiansted Publir Library, St. Croix

Mrs. Frances C. Hunt
Librarian LSCA,
Public Library, St. Thomas

Mr. Robert E. Kiag
President , Data Concepts, Inc., St. Thomas

Miss Eva Lzwaetz
NDanish Translator - Research
Christiansted T'ublic Library, St. Croix

Mrs. Florence Leuwisohn
Historiar and writer, St. Croix

Miss June A.V. Lindqvist

Library Assistant (Caribbean Reference),
Public Library, St. Thomas

iv




VIRGIN ISLANDS €I THL U.S. (continuedj:

“r, I, Gilbert MNicol
Director of Development,
Collepe of the Virgin Islands, St. Thomas

Hr. James M. Oliver
Acting Director of School libraries,
Department of Education, St. Thomas

Miss Patricia G. Oliver
Librarian, .
tentral figh School, Kingshill, St. Croix

Mr. Douglas C. P'yle
KT Instructor in Riology,
.ﬂ ‘1; College of the Virgin Islands,
B St. Croix Center, Kingshill, St. Croix
5‘ Dr. Arthur A, Richard

lean,

College of the Virgin Islands, St. Thomas

Mr. George A. Scam:n
Wildlife Biologiut,
Dipartment of Conservation,
Ci'ristiangted, St. Croix -

Mis: Sylvii Trout
Librarian,
Cruntry ay School, Christiansted, St. Croix

Mrs. Margo H. Tvler
Public Information Director,
Ccllege ~f the Virgin Islands, St. Thomas

Mrs. ¢llen Vanderplank
Danish translator,
Public Librarv, St. Thomas

Mr. Robert V. Vaughn
Librarian and History Teacher,
St. Dunstan's “piscopal School,
Christiansted, St. Croix

Mr. Ernest C. Wazner
Librarian,
Ralph M. Paiewonsky Library,
College of the Virgin Islands, St. Thomas

%)

v

g



LCUROPE

DXNMARK:

ZNGLAND:

UNITED STATES

My, Palle Birkelund
Librarian,
The Royal Library, Copenhagen

Mrs. Valerie Bloomfield
Librarian,
Institute of Commonweslth Studies
University of London, London

Mr. John Alden
Keeper of Rare Books
Boston Public Library, Boston, Massachusetts

Mr. Fred Cross
Ford Foundation

Mr., G, A. Farrer
Director of Libraries,
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida

Miss Evelyn Day Mullen
Program Officer, U.S, Office of Education
Library Services Branch, Region III
Charlottesvilie, Virginia

Mrs. Dorothy B. Porter
Librarian
Negro Collection, Howard University
Washington, D. C,

Miss Valarie 5. Robinson
President, Virgin Islands Society, Inc.
New York, ilew York

Dr. Giles F. Shepherd, jr.
Associate Director,
Cornell University Libraries, Ithaca, New York

Dr. Irene Zimmerman
Librarian, Latin American Collection
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida



r""%

March 17,1969 -~ 9:30 A.M. Session

DR. WANLASS: It is my pleasure this morning as the
President of the College to extend the College's welcome te you.
I see that as I look around this is one of the most interesting
groups ve have had at the College in our relatively short tenure
of geven years.,

I am of the opinion that the level of discussion will be
very much worth your attemndance, that you will find a diverse
point of view. I see a very wide geographic representation. I
have not been at a meeting more broadly based. In terms of the
interest and the purposes I think these are as important as any
meeting could have in view. The fact that Justice Marshall, in
speaking about the purposes of a library, said something to the
effe.’ that a learning center, or this heart of the campus really
properly used, is more than the sum of its parts. He talked
about students and books and faculty; but if the library comes o
mean what we want it to mean, it is goiig to be more than just
the sum of those. It is going to be something that becomes vital
to the College and to the community and to the Caribbean, and I
welcome you in this spirit.

I hope your discussions will be fruitful, that you will
enjoy being'here. We extend to you all courtesies that we have
to offer and I might say just in closing, because my remarks are
going to be very brief, that one thing I have not been able to
discover in my seven ynars of reading about the Caribbean is the

origin of the name St. Thomas. Now, this means that we are in ap




intereating area wheve things are of great interest but are nct
completely known. This is not an area where stagework has been as
extensive as we will like it to be. The fact is, when you talk
about these newly emerging oroblems on the mainland, Afro-American
relations, the Caribbean is where the important history was being
made and we have to remember that.
So with this sense of importance of what we have in view,

welcume to the College; and I extend to you again the College's

best greeting and hcpe for a good meeting.



DR. DIX: Now, let's get started, let me just say a
word or two abouﬁ the ground rules. My job is to be a traffic
policeman as I see it; I hope there will be a full and free dis-
cussion, only one at a time, and we can move ahead with the dis-
cussion. This conference is labeiled a Conference on Sharing
Caribbean Resources for Instruction and Research. I think the
focus was intended to be, and I think we ought te try to keep to it
if we can, on library materials about the Caribbean primarily.

Now, if you will look for a moment at this agenda of two
ﬁages; this igs our general diary. It is a pattern and I hope you
will be able to move systematically through it. We will spend a
day mostly on the identification of these library resources, what
they are, where they are, whether in the area or outside the area.
We will spend tomoxrrow roughly talking about access to them and
the problems encountered im so ¢.ing. In other words: here are
the materials today, tomorrow how do we get at them? What are the
needs? How can we identify these needs? What must be done to make
our efforts more successful? All of this discussion will lead, I
Mm,mrquwuﬁhrmmuﬁuﬁmaﬁﬁuﬁtonmuh
perhaps to a vatteéety of‘persona. These reéommendations should
state what can be done now, and what needs to be done-uext; and how
to plan for the future.

I have asked Mrs. Marietta Daniels Shepard to keep notes &=
we go along 1n order to qttenbt to formulate for us on Wednesday
norning thoae_upegific rqco-nendations. As I see it there might
be teconnendptiqﬁs to the.fre;idgnf of this College, there may be

more general recommendations and identification of things that
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need to be done by others. I am made aware, now, from the round
of introduction of participants which we have just completed, that
we have a vast and considerable range of stages of development and
sophistication in this area. In other words, we have here repre-
sentatives of some of the older European libraries which have been,
in a sense, collecting the resources of this area for a very long
time. We have colleges such as this one, verylnew, Just begin-
ning. It seems to me our problem in the beginning is to simply
identify who is doing what in terms of collection building, where
and what these collections are. Some of this, much of this, is
undoubtedly available in print, but I think a rather leisurely re-
view of it won't be a waste of time at all,

I think Mr. McDonald pointed out that the word Sharing" is
the important emphasis. I know that we in the larger academic
libraries in the United States have reached the conclusion, I think

perhaps a little late, but I think it dawned on us within the last

ten years, that no library can go at it alone.

I should like to give you just a bit of concrete evidence of
this sharing. A good many years ago in Chicago, an organization
known a8 Mid-Western Library Center was initlated as am attempt to
collect and store seldom used resources of that area, #nd to make
them available to the whole group in the mid-~west area. Two years
ago ‘his organization decided te become a national organization--
in other words, to open its membership to the country as'a whole.
The first library to join was the Harvard University Lilrary.
Although it is located a good many miles away, this, the largest

university library in the world, I believe, comprising nearly
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eight million volumes, recognized the need to share in these re-
sources, these seldom-used resources collected in this Mid-Jestern
Library Center located many hundred miles away in Chicago. What I
am saying is that recorded knowledge is growing so fast that cer-
tainly those of us in the larger libraries now realize that no omne
can hope to acquire it all and, that, if we can survive during the
next one hundred years, let us say, we can do so only if we engage
in more sharing than we are now doing.

However, smew;” sharing is complicated work. It includes, as I
see it, two kinds of activities: first, access to the text itself
which one really wants by some method or other. To achieve this
it is imperative to know what is available, and where these things
are. Second, we nust know what the schools, libraries and students
need. Therefore, we should address ourselves to both of these
igsues in the course of today. Now, if what I have said is true
about the largest libraries, the multimillion volume libraries, I
am sure it is much more true of the very small libraries because of
their limited resources. These small libraries, in turn, it seems
to me, should somehow find ways of sharing their resources. 1
think this particularly interesting and challenging pro$1em is
further complicated by your natural geographic separations, as com-
pared to the larger contiguous areas, and the ngcessity for water
or air transport where you have a group of libraries such as those
represented here separated by water as much as you are. The whole
problem of simple communication, bibliographical information and
technical expertise is particularly important in this area. I .
believe essentially what we wanﬁ to talk about, and see if we can

reach agreement on, is what remains to be done. A great deal has
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been done, what remains is to improve the very simple matter of
getting the man who wants a particular book in touch with the book
he wants, face to face. This i3 the essence of what we are as
librarians. By the way, in our cwn provincial way, we in the
UnitedVStates have been very bothered to define any distinction
between librarian and archivist. I should say we are concerned
about both, and those of you who come out of the European tradi-
tion where a much sharper distinction is made between the two
roles should remember as we go along that, if I say librarian, I
mean libraries and also archives. We are talking about those
institutions which preserve, organize and make available, it seems
to me, the materials (public records, books, documents, published
or unpubiished works, etc.) for study and research essentially.

1 believe that in general we are in agreement with the pre-
mise that undergraduate institutions are expected to provide for
the basic needs of the!r respective undergraduate students as re-
quired by their curricula, and that these materials to be shared
will be esseqtially materials on the research or graduate level.

Now, we haven't said anything about schoel lilbraries, and
there are a number of school librarians here. My owm féeling is
that we will let this issue develor as it will. I am really
totally inc?mpetent in this area, Mrs. Shepard here is not, and
thexe are others here who are not, if we want to talk about the
whole school library situation; but I don't think it is the
primary focus of this conference, as I understand it. |

Finally, as another ground rule, I will ask that those of you
who are not at this table and who speak will identify yourselves
for the benefit of the tape recorder and the stenotypist, so that

we may put together some sort of permanent record of this con-
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ference.

Now, our intention is to have a coffee break somewhere about
now. (Discussion)

We gill move right ahead and then have some coffee later. So
if you will come to order again then we will move right ahead.

Miss Baa has been asked to help put this conference in its
context, that is, in relation to other occasions in which the aca-
demic scholarly community of this area has been assembled. So we
will go right ahead and you can tell us something about the back-
ground.

MISS BAA: This conference which ig convened
today in St. Thomas, by the College of the Virgin Islands in
observance of the inauguration of the Ralph M. Paiewonsky Library,
is noteworthy in bhat it proposes to up-date and reiterate somé
of the problem areas with which some of us have struggled in the
past. We hope that its recommendations will be the basis for
further achievement through closer regional cooperation.

_ Auatenesé of the need for adequate libraries and cooperation
in the area was first cited by Dr. Ernest A. Savage who 1n,his
Report on the evaluation of Caribbean libraries cited the existing
deplorable situation of the early 1930's, and made recormendations
for library development in the area. Out of his discussions with
the Carnegie Corporation emerged two significant grants. The
first ($30,000.) was made to the United States Virgin Islands in

1930 for a four year period. By this means the public libraries

‘were reorganiged into a-;qatralized.servicé and materials and

personnel strengthened. The libraries were recognized as a vital

adjunct to the total educational program, and they were for the
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first time given departmental status in the government hierarchy.
A young native woman was selected for training in the library
field and received scholarship grants toward that end.

The second grant ($71,000.) was made to the British West
Indies in 1941 for a period of four years. Under the able
direction of Dr. Helen Gordon Stewart, now in retirement, a
second centralized system was initiated in the area and it became
known as the Eastern Caribbean Regional Library Scheme. Another
asetre young man was also selected for training under Carnegie
soivLarships. This second project was. much more comprehensive
than the first and covered a larger area of cooperation, stretch-
ing from Trinidad and Tobago northward to the British Virgin
Islands. It went further than the improvement in public library
operation. It set up a library training school under an ex-
tension program of the University of London in which regional
candidates could earn an Asgsociate in Librarianship. The Carnegie
Corporation therefore was the moving force behind the first twg
centralized systems in the Caribbean area.

At the same time Dr. A.E. Gropp of Tulane University swung
through Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean just as the
second Carnegie grant was beginning to revolutionize library
practices in the British territories. His GUIDE to these libraries
issued in 1941 could not therefore have embodied thcse changes
which‘were'beginning to be felt and which were the diréct results
of the grant., With this thrust libraries, especially in the two

groups, moved 'sorapidly that by 1951, E,A. Flood remarked: "On
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reading again the manuscript of this booklet...I realized that
in the space of a few months much of the information was already
out of date.” Not much could be said in any of these publica-—
tions regarding college or university libraries of the
Caribbean. We know, however, that some institutions of higher
learning existed in Cuba, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Puerto
Rico, Barbados, Trinidad, and perhaps even in Antigua, but the
quality of this service was superficially evaluated, and the
University of Puerto Rico at Ko Piedras and the Polytechnique
Institute af San (lerman were not even mentioned.

1 believe that it would be appropriate at this point to
define the use of the term Caribbean as it is used in this
paper. It can be correctly stated that a certain prerogative
is taken by those who have been oriented to the Caribbean
Commission and 1its successor, Caribbean Organization. The term
as used by them refers strictly to the islands which were once
dependent areas, but was stretched to include also the island
republics, the Guianas, Bermuda, the Bahamas, and British
Hoﬂduras. This use arbitrarily excludes all circum-Caribbean
countries.

Two world events have influenced strides made in this
area's libraries. The second World War and, at its termination,
the estahlishment of the United Nations came into being at the
Dumbarton Oaks Conference. Out of this the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was

born. Aiso, by 1945'the'Anglo-American Caribbean Commission

Es



- was expanded into the Caribbean Commission when France and the
- Netherlands joiwed this regiomnal effor: -- to up-grade social,
economic and educational well being of their dependent
countries. Public library services became one of their prime
interests including bibliographic control of the arza. 1In
1947 the Library of Congress convened the Assembly of Librarians
of the Americas at which librarians from Puerto Rico,
Dominican Republic and other islands attended. From this point
onward there had been many meetings and conferences involving
Caribbean libraries, bibliographic activities and exchange of
publications. Here are the important meetings which have in-
fluenced the future:
1947 Assembly of Librarians of the Americas,
spousored by tke Library of Congress, .;]
Washington, D.C. =
1951 Conferencia Sobre el Desarrolle de los
Servicios de Bibliotecas Publicas en America
Latina. (UNESCO/OEA) Sao Paulo, Brasil.
1953 ‘Seminario Sobre Canje Nacional e Inter-
nacional de Publicaciones. La Habana,
2=-12 de diciembre 1953.
1955 Seminario Nacional de Canje de Publica- o
' ciones de la Republica Dominicana. : :
Ciudad Trujillo, 12~13 de diclembre.
1956 Seminario Sobre Permuta Nacional e Internacional
de Publicacbes, RecomendacOes, aprovada pelo Plenario.

Sao Paulo. 26~30 junho.

1956 Primer Seminario Nacional e Internacional de Canje.
Panama, 10-11 geptiembre.

10
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1956 Reunion de Expertos Sobre Canje Internacional de
Publicaciones en America Latina. UNESCO, 1-5 oct.
f.a Habana, Cuba.
Perhaps the conferences which proved most effecti? for the
Caribbean were the following:
1955 Primer Seminario Piloto de Bibliografia held at
Havana 11-15 July under the auspi¢es: of the Regional
Center for UNESCO in the Western Hemisphere and the
Agrupacion Bibliografico Cubana José Toribio Medina.

1958 Segundo Seminario Bibliogréfico de Centro America y
del Caribe, Panama, 24-28 febrero.

1960 Tercer Seminario Bibliografico de Centro America y
del Caribe, Mexico City, Nov.2l-Dec.4. Under also
Seminario Latinoamericano de Bibliograffﬁ, Docu-
mentacion y Canje de Publicaciones.
It was even more imperative that the Caribbean Commission, re-
chartered as Caribbean Organization with Secretariat in Puerto Rico,
should hold to its commitment. Accordingly, on February 19-21,
1962, a meeting of the Preparatory Committee for the Conference on
Library Development in the Caribbean Area was held at San Juan.
Nevertheless, that conference was never convened. UNESCO and the
Caribbean Organization resumed their diplbmatic game of tag.

Direct results of these meetings are registered in the biblio-
graphic activity in the area and the general'improvemen£ of
libraries. CﬁRRENT CARIBBEAN BIBLIOGRAPHY was initiated in 1950 and
was published somewhat irregvlarly until 1965, bﬁ the Caribbean Or-
gamization and continued by the Caribbean Economic Deve10pmenti
Corporation (CODECA). This Corporation succeeded the Caribbean
Organization and the library is known as the Caribbean Regional
Lib;gxy. This bib;iography is currently being compiled through the
¢ooperative effqrﬁg'of the contributing lib;aries of tﬁe'area; aﬁd
sgeeded,qp by‘;hg: reyolqtionary‘eigc;rohic‘innovatioh - the

computer, which enables the prcduction of monthly issues with a
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cumulated annual.

UNESCO and the Agrupacion Bibliografica Cubana Jose Toribio
Medina published four volumes of the BIBLIOGRAFIA DE CENTROAMERICA
Y DEL CARIRE - 1956, 1957, 1958 and 1959 with the cooperation of
the Government of Spain. It later became known as the BIBLIO-
GRAFIA DE AMERICA LATINA. 7This was, however, only one of the
numerous biblioeraphical publications which were inspired by this
ferment engendered by UNESCO.

Also in 1956 on the United States mainlund the Seminars on
the Acquisition of Latin Am2rican Library Materials (SALALM) held
their first meeting at Chinsegut Rill in Brooksville, Florida, and
these meetings have continued annually, growing larger and more
complex. Very recently they have become incorporated and organized
for permanency. These Seminars devise ways and means of bringing
inte fhe United States libraries the publications from Latin
American countries about which only very little was known and the
procuremert of which was very nearly impossible.

. Out of this great demand for Latin Anerican library materials
developed the practical and efficient lLatin Ametrican Cooperative
Acquisitioﬁ Project (LACAP) underwritten by Stechert-Hafner, Inc.
and a few substantial libfaries. This works very well for the
South American materials, but not yet for the Caribbean. Why
doesn't it wvork here? Because publishing as a trade is not as
stabi}izedvand as precisely organized as on the mainland or in

Europe. There the patterns arc standard, in the Caribbean the pub-

lisher, printer, ahd even the distributor may be one and the same.

An author may publiéh privately and sell his own work either

directly or thwough an agent or agenté. The publicity is generally
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non~-existent, and there are no depository laws, and if there are,
they are usually not enforced. Publications, whether private or
official, periodical, serial or monograph, when issued in tae
Caribbean area, disappear and are out of print long before thev are
known through book trade journals of bibliographies. Moreover, the
comptlation of bihliographies is so long in preparation that when
finally issued the materials listed are not available. The result
is that current bibliographies are not current and retrospective
bibliographies are academic exercises seldom indulged in or
appearing only in scholarly works.

In 1961 the Council on Library Resources financed what I should
like to refer to as an exploratory mission into the establishment of
a Caribbean Bibliographic Center in Puerto Rico. Marietta Shepard
of Pan American Union, Bob Kingery of New York Public Library, and,
Dominick Coppola of Stechert—-Hafner éubmitted a joint report, with a
proposal but nothing more developed. In the meantime demands from
mainland libraries for these Caribbean materials still increase.

Universities and institutions of higher learning have
emerged within the Caribbean area:and these also require the
establishment and maintenance of local collections. Such biblio-
graphic control becomes increasingly more urgent. At the same
time technological advancements in microprint, computef applica-~
tion in electronics and interfacing throw new light on the whole
subject of information storage and retrieval, and enable

lidbraries to utilize thei: conténts as well as the contents of
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their neighbors to a larger extent. Moreover, telecommunication
networks link distant libraries with eacllg'pther and place the
resources of large libraries at the convenience of users wherever
they may be. Some deweloped countries have conceived the idea
of data banks for cooperative pooling of information.

In this world §f turmoil, vioi‘ence, population explosion
and publications deluging the fields of knowledge, the need is
greater than ever for collec ting, preserving and sharing library
resources. As Sir Phil Sherlock and Dr. Jaime Benitez agreed at
Tobago, in 1968, the ills of the Caribbean may be correqted
through academic understanding 2nd cooperation. When the Heads
of Caribbean Universities met again in November of that year
they further agreed that libraries in academic institutions
may jointly plan and cooperate in the sharing of materials for
the greater good. |

We are fortunate that this y;ea'r--1969-—Puerto Rico has
been chnsen as the venue for the ifo}lowing meetings:

1) CODECA-Virgin Islands Lib;-ary development - April/May.

2) Association of University and Research Institutions and

Libraries -~ June.
3) Dewey Decimal Classification
4) SALALM, - June. |

All are intereéted in various phéses of Caribbean library

development.
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DR. DIX: Thank you very much, Miss Baa, for that
'(f able concise summary and very long history. .H-Seems-to-mes Are
there any questions now of Miss Baa? We hope to have a lot of
participation. Are there things you would like to add subseqrently
that she may have overlooked in her summary? Dr. Zimmerman.

DR. ZIMMERMAN? I would Just like to say Mias Baa
has done a very good job previously in this type of bringing us to-
gether, and that one of her earlier and major contributioms is to
be found in the publication of the fifth Seminar on the Acquisgition
of Latin American Library Materials Working Papers, in which she
had a paper on inter-library cooperation and its relation to prob-
lems of acquisition of 1library materials in the Virgin Islands, and
‘at that time David Eston also had a paper on problems in publishing
in the Caribbean area, and one on microfilming of archives and

microfilming im the Caribbean.

[

MISS BAA: 1I’d like to say this, Dr. Zimmerman, that
in 1959 when I made the survey of Caribbean Libraries, this was
done mostly by visiting and by quest;oning.‘ I find that in 1969
this 18 very much out of date and I wouldn't recommend it stronily
for the use of anyone except for historical purposes. Iﬁ.1963 I

| submitted arather papér on "Libraries anﬁ bibliographic activities
in the Caribbean", at the Madison, Wisconsin Seminar on the Acquisi-
tion of Latin American Library Materials (SALALM), and in 1964
another paper on "Library activities in the Dominican Republic".
I believe all of these papers are out of date because materials
particularly, situations are changing rapidly, so rapidly.

' DR. DIX: I think the coffee is ready and perhaps we
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should stop at this point before we go further.
| (AFTER COFFEE BREAK)
~ DR. DIX: May we come to order and get right back
down to work. Are there other comments or additions to what Miss
Baa had to say about the past, that is, about what is going on
tefore, and out of which this conference grew? Miss Baa wants to
amplify her own remarks.

MISS BAA: There was one thing I forgot to menticn:
that in March 1967 a conference was held at CODECA in Puerto Rico
concerning automation and bibliographic control, in which the
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico were concerned.

DR. DIX: Thank you. This conference is informal
but I know several people have literature, publications, notices,
tracts, etc. which they would like to give to the particiéants.
The best way to do this is to set them on the tables and we will
call attention to it at the appropriate time.

There are a number of blue sheets describing the 14 seminars
on acquisition, and especially the one that will be held in Puerto
Rico in June. Yoﬁ should have it in front of you; if not, Mariatta,
do you have copies of theae? I suppose there are.enough ar;und.i

MRS. SHEPARD: Yes; And I also have a press re-
lease in multicolor, containing some essential informatiom. A
yellow sheet of paper is being passed around for you to sign your
naze if you would like to continue to receive information on
SALALY. Please give your name and address.

MR. WAGNER: 1f I may, I shqnld like to call

attention to some interesting publications here that you will be
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interested in purchasing. I am asking book store people to make them

availale o you. We have Mrs. Lewisohn's history of St. Croix. In
addition, we have reprint editions of Knex's history of St. Thomas
aml St. Croix. These publications are for sale.

DR. DIX: Well, I think this will develop as we go
along. At your places also is a new catalog of microfilms held by
the St. Thomas Public Library and there afe also provisions for your
obtaining microfilming of some of this material which is listed here.
Things like this will come along and I am just delighted that you
have them, so let these develop as you go.

Now, let's move into the next section of our agenda today which
is a brief survey of resources. We will probably not get through
with the first part of that before lunch but it is my intention to
ask various people, some of whom have been alerted and some may not
hkave been alerted, to talk informally of resources of particular
areas as listed here. I think these should be guite brief, but will
give us a good sense of what we are talking about, and I think it is
proper to start with our host, Mr. Wagner. I have asked him to
core up here as he has generally statiéned himself away so he will
be able and available to handle crises as they come up but we have
got him here at the head table to summarize the gener#l library
situation and resources in the Virgin Islands.

MR. WAGNER: Thank you, Dr. Dix. I am goir- ¢o tell
you first about the resources of the library of the College of the
Virgin Islands. Our library was established in 1963 and of courge '
we are basically an under-graduate library, which means, of course,

it is designgd prinarily to support the present work of the College.
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We have a book collection of over 20,000 volumes and something like
1500 reels of microfilms. Our collection includes prints, clip~
pings, phonograph records, film strips and 16 millimeter films.

Our primary interest 1is of course supporting the teaching of
programs, that is, at least from 1963 to date. In the future of
course we hope to at least begin specializing in some area. Now,
of=operse, for Caribbean material we rely heavily on the public
libraries of the Virgin Islands which I1'll tell you something
about in a minute. We hope to establish here at the College a
definitive collection of materials on slcvery and we have some
friends who promise to help us in that direction.

Now, let me tell you a few words about the public libraries of
the Virgin Islands. We avre speaking now 0f the libraries of the
United States Virgin Islands. Ipc:'.dentally, I don't know if we
have anyone here from the British Virgin Islauds. The libraries
of the Virgin Islands comprising oﬁly three islands contain a
general collection of books of over 80,000 volumes. The collection <
includes a definitive collection of Caribbean materials of some-
thing over 15,000 volmges, the emphasis there being on matefiﬁla
on the United States Virgin Islands, and I think the material; are
in English, Spanish, French and Danish. Is that correct?

MISS BAA: That is correct.
. MR. WAGNER: The ccllection includes books, serials
and official documents. The Public Library of the Virgin Islands
in addition has recently in the last year beem officially desig-~
nated a pari:igl United States depository, which means, of course,

that this area vﬁl receive selected publications of the United
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States Govermment. The library of the Virgin Islands contains a
complete collection of Virgin Island newspapers dating from 1770 to
date. These newspapers are on microfilm and some are in the
original printed edition. In addition the library contains 166§T
reels of microfilm of various archives and documents. It has an
excellent growing collection of theses on Caribbean subjects and 1
was pleasantly surprised to learnm that the Caribbean area had re-
ceived 8o much attention in research. The library, that is, the
main library here in St. Thomas, operates a complete, self-contained
saboratory for microfilming and photocopying materials of all kinds,
as well as photo-offset reproductions facilities. And I think that
concludes our survey.

| DR. DIX: Thank you, Mr. Wagner, that is just the
sort of summary I think we want. I wish those of you who will
comment later will remember to bring out particularly the things
that are unique or relatively uniqﬁe. 1 assume this colleétion of
Virgin Island newspapers is the best that exists anywhere. Miss
Baa. |

MISS BAA: Ygs, Dr. Dix, it is presumably the most

complete collection of Virgin Island newspapers. I thank Mr.
Wagner for being so enthusiastic about our library, but I should
like to make one little correction. Our collection of /Caribbean
materials is not definitive, it is an awfully small example even '
though it is a relatively large library; but, 15,000 volumes, more
or less, 1is just a drop in the bucket as far as Caribbean wmaterial
is concerned. We have emphasis 'on the Virgin Ishnda but we also

include some general C;:ibbgan materials.
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MR, SEAMAN: May I ask a question, that series of
newspapers, what was that date again?

MISS BAA: 1770.

MR. SEAMAN: Now, 1s that continuous or are there
breaks?

MISS BAA: There are some breaks but we have the most
complete collection: as far as microfilms are concerned anywhere.
We got our start from the Royal Library in Copenhagen many years
ago, I forget what year it was, berhape it was 1959, We ordered
from the Royal Library all of the Virgin Island newspapers on micro-
£film which were in that library; in addition éo that, we bought from
the Bancroft Collection in California and from ti.« National
Archives in Washington, to f111 in whatever gaps we had.

DR.DIX: Identify yourself.

MR. VAUGHAN: My name is Robert Vaughan. Does this
include all newspapers?

'MISS BAA: All Virgin lsland newspapers.

MR, VAUGHAN: In other words, let's take for
example in St. Croix, does it include the ST. CROIX AVIS?

MISS BAA: Yés, the first newspaper was 1ssued in
St. Croix in 1770, and in 1815 in St. Thowas. However, we havé all
of the St. Croix and St. Thomas newspapers to date.

DR, ZIMMERMAN: 1770 or 1717?

MISS BAA: 1770. |

HR._COCKING: Don't worry about the year, there are
tvo hundred of them.

MISS BAA: As 1 said before, what we have is really

20

,,€3P7

—t




a drop in the bucket.
‘ DR. DIX: Will you identify yourself for the steno~
grapher.

SISTER HILLERY: Sister Nora Hillery, Catholic
University in Ponce. Newspapers are great to have, and we have them
in Puerto Rico; but can you tell me, do you have ﬁhese newspapers
indexed?

MISS BAA: Now, you are asking for too much. We have
not indexed these newspapers. For inatance, we have the complete
San Juan Star which we filmed from issue one to the present. We
have set up no indexing service.

DR. DIX: This gentleman over here.

MR.MILLER: I am Miller from Inter~America Univer-
sity. 1In what library is this, are these,newspapers physically
housed?

MISS BAA: In the St. Thomas Public Library, and I'll
extend an invitation to all of our participante to visit with us.

MR. GOGKI#G: Does the library have facilities for
making positive from the negative?

7 MISS BAA: Yes, we do and we can sell you positives,
and we c#n reprint whatever hegative you may have. We can also
make Diazo jackets for reducing personnel filey, correspondence,
and 80 on, which will then comvert your microfilm rolls to x5 cards
in drevers, instead of rolls, and so on. ‘

~ TRAM COMBS: I'd 1like to put the situation of the
St. Thomas Public Librarj'into focus with a couple of phrases, if I

may. Because St. Thomas is the capitol of the Virgin Islands, the
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St. Thomas Public Library has come to functioa without thinking of
itself in just that way as the national library of the Virgin Islands,
and by the enthusiasm and ability Miss Baa has demonstrated. this
library has built up a very large Virgin Islands collection. It is
slightly weak on rare materials and things before 1900, but overall
it is developing the best collection of materials on the Virgin
Islends anywhere in the world.

DR. DIX: Thank you. Shall we move ahead now to the
British West Indies and Dr. Jordan. 1 don't know whether you have
been alerted or not, but will you give us a summary of the situation?

DR. JORDAN: Yes, I prefer to refer to my area as the.
Commonwealth Caribbean because we have a few independent territories
now and I don't know that they will particularly relish being re-
ferred to still asyBritish. I am thinking about Jamaica, Trinidad,
and Barbados. These are three independent territorfes, and the
associated state group, which were formerly Windward Islands and
Leeward Islands. I ﬁm not taking up Guyana, we have . representative
from Guyana, and I don't have anything on the British Virgin Islands.
The Commonwealth Caribbean is really the former territory of the
British federation, The Federation, ag ;t used to be called, of the
West Indles that I am referring to, and I am concentrating as you
ask on West Indi;£ material, although I originally had an idea that
this conference was going into a rather broader field.

DR, DIX: You can be as broad as you want, go right
ahead. |

DR. JORDAN: Well, when you think of library

resources you can approach it in so many ways, by subject and by




taking only Caribhean materials in gemeral. I have approached it by

(ﬁ’ subject and when vou talk a little ahout resources of the islands, I
want to say two things generally on the subject that Miss Baa men~
tioned.

Out of the conference that was held by the heads of the Carib-
bean Universities in November last year, we are hoping to form some
kind of Association of Caribbean Universities and Research Libraries.
Planning for this, I hope, will be much further ahead by the time I
leave St. Thomas, because the other members of the plarning committee
are also here. We are planning to have a meeting this Wednesday or
Thursday after the conference is over. But our brief plan is to have
a meeting just immediately preceding SALALM (in June), which will in-
clude all participants, all universities and research institutes, the
representatives of the November meeting and all heads of Caribbean

~} universities. We also invited a number of other libraries to be
alerted if they are interested, to attend as observers. Planning for
this confefence could take up rather much the same kind of broad
topic that we are talking about here, and which I think would consti-
tute another channel where what we talk about can be carried forward.

There was also & very recent‘conference in Trinidad on the

nationa; literafure. This was held about two wéeks ago (in February),
sponsored by Thg Library’Association and at that conference a'good
deal of attention was givén to the collection of local materials
that actually éxist in Trinidad and more so of the problems ofi
collecting local mqtgfia;s, and what might be done about §ome of
these problems,’ So with those two comments on backgroun& let me sa?

something as briefly as possible on the ten territories.
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The Institute of Jamaica has heen active since 1879, I think,
and the colletting of local materials began almost from that time.
The Institute also served for many vears, I think, only as a sort
of public library system in Jamaica well until the 1850's. Its
collections are Aescribed in articles: there is an article in The
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD of October 1958 by Mrs. Bretno, who was
the librarian at that time, and in that article she described the
Institute collection fairly in some detail., She talked particularly
of the newépaper collection and the material--manuscripts, maps,
prints and all kinds of valuable materials~-for historical research
that were held in the Institute library. I think now the Institute
contains all current West Indian newspapers, and if my information
is correct the University of the West Indies at Mona passes on its
West Indian materi#l as a whole. We have a representative here
from the Institute of Jamaica, and I am sure she will be able to
add to-anything that I may not have brought out clearly enough. I
think it is enough to say that the collection at the Ingtitute of
Jamaica is the oldest and in this sensé alone the best. Secondly,
it is the strongest in Jamaican materials as a whole gnd in many
instances, 1:\13 also very, veiy strong on other West Indian
material, stronger than some of the libraries thiat exist. The
Jamaican Public Library published a bibliography for ﬁdepenqence '
showing location of the ltems in these three libraries. | |

The University collection at Mona is well described in a
paper by Mr. W. Gocking which was presented ro. SALAIM in 1967,

The paper is entitled "Regional Collection of the University of
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West Indies! Mr. Gocking described the scope of the collection,
the kinds of materials contained, and the sort of emphases that have
been placed. There are several emphases, one of them a listing of
all the serial holdings of fhe library. They are quite strong
although their files are not completei they are not only a guide to
wt_uat the library has, but they are in a way the initial steps
fo-.ward--they are the sort of definitive .list:lngs of West Indian
series I think we definitely need, something that should tell us
what all the series types are that have been published in the
different territories from a given date to when they ceased publi-
cation, wﬁ:lch is a favorite habit of mary cf these Wes_t Indian
gserials.

The collection at St. Augustine moved to Trinidad and is also
described very, very briefly in the same working papei number 25.
The collection at St. Augustine is strong mainly in that a very
small part of it was inherited from the Historical Sdeciety of
Trinidad and Tobago. The H!storical Society was organized, or it
was established, somewhere in 1934, and they published a g&od deal
of historical pnterial. and were very active in accumulating a
library; and then spnehow they mystériously died as an organization.
Its library was passed on partly to the Central Library of Tobago
and partly to the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture at
St. Augustine wh:lch latgr became the University of the West Indies ’
Faculty of A__s_ricpltum and the base of the university campus opera-
tion 1n"1'tfit_l,:_ldad. _vSo wve hayg some very rare, well perhaps not
ux;y,_but a fgy qu:}te rare an:; distinctive itéms. One of them is

& prize ahowpieée which ids a two-volume diary maintained by Sir

25

Jd2




William Young, who was a 19th century governor of Tobago. It is
rather priceless because there &re some attractive watercolors and
drawings in it and I think this is the first thing we rush to show
to our visitors because it is attractive and unique. It is the
only manuscript we have, by the way, but it is rather a showplece.

The collection has in it the same materials inherited from
the Historical Society, a number of standard West Indian histories,
and & long history. In recent times we have added to it by buying
West Indian books, of course, and more so collecting West Indian
pamphlets and reports of this kind. The usual z;lifficulty of course
has been sxperience and I wouldn't go into that here, let's just say
that what we have now 18 & nucleus collection of which we are hoping
to expand and build to a fullfledged Caribbean collection in our new
building.

We also inherited the library of the Federal Information Ser-
vices. The West Indies Federation was short lived and when it
folded up in 1961 the assets were distributed and the library was
given to the l!niversity of the West In;iies. _Since the federal
capitol was seated .:l.n Trinided, the Trinidad '-campus library has: the
material that was this Federation collect;lon. It was not a -
catalogued collectlon, however: it took us six or seven years to
gsort out. We -fo*-lnd l:hat we got most of it, especially the news-
papers and panphlet'-uteria'la, Teports, partlcularly serial
publications, becauoe tho Federation, from its very inception, has
establiohed a depoa:l.tory ltw 'l'ho !ederal Infomt:lon Setvic‘-
collected a lot of local docunenta as they were published and these

‘'have come to the Un:l.vers:lty library. ‘l.‘here was also a large guide
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of Jamaican reference material in the territory which was pub-
lished in 1965. There is no published guide to the Federal Informa-
tion Service collection, which in itself was not catalogued.

Perhaps something should be said about the Caribbean kegional
Library in Puerto Bico, as belonging to this area that I am cover-
ing. Because it was originally housed at the library in Trinidad,
we still nostalgically think of it as being once ours. It was a
very strong resources center for West Indian reports, again espec-
ially for research and social sciences and, although some of the
same materials exist at the University libraries in Trinidad, we
nevertheless feel that access to the resources of that Caribbean
Regional Library is a very worthwhilé objective. Therefore, we
are pleased with the program that was instituted there for Xerox-
ing naterial in‘thac library for the use of other area libraries.

The Trinidsd Central Lilrary is one of the three public
libraries serving in Trinidad. Tobago has fairly extensive
collections of West Indian material and reported over 8,000 volumes
in the recent conference. That collection is particularly strong
in newspaper clippings fpr which they have maintained a file over
the last eight or ten years, and they are very strong also in West
Indian literature and in reports as a whole. These were ccllected
over the past eight to ten ycars, including some older materials
inherited from the Trinidad ilistorical Society.

The Trinidad Public Library is the original public library
dating from the 1850's. It recognized the need for collecting West
Indian materials rather late in their existence. One would have

hoped that since this library was there since the 1850's we might
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have had a treasure house of some of the older reports. Unfor-
tunately, it was reported that they d¢id not collect local materials
to any great extent before 1900. It is therefore not possible to
determine what the collection contains, for it is not catalogued
but is arranged by subiects. Happily, thex are particularly

strong in Trinidad newspapers. They have ;ound files of the news-~
papers going right back to the early days. This was one of the
sources used by the University of Florida in Gainesville in micro-~
filming materials from the isiand a few years ago.

All the special libraries in Trinidad have some West Indian
materials, depending on subject fields im which they are especially
concentrating. [ think the Industrial Development Corporation
Library, with which we were »ssocizted in the first year, has a vast
clipping file which was built up from the very inception of the
1libriry, aind a number of the West Indian reports which are directly
related to economic development and industrial development. They
have all the statistical reports, this kind of thing. There is
also a new library at the Ceiitral Bank of Trinidad with a pro-
fessional staff. There is a library at the Ministry of Economic
Planning and Development, and there are a number of government
department libraries which ars collecting materials relative to
their subjects but I don't think they warrant more attention in thkis
vary quick glance we are giving.

The Barbados Public Library also is especially rich in local
history materials. They recently‘ﬁublished in 1966 a bibliography
which 1ists the work pertaining to the history.of the island of‘

Barbados instead of the region. Most of the material listed there
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is actually in the Barbados Public Library. In 1960 when I did a
survey, that collection was already reported at about 5,000 items.
That was nearly ten years agos I helieve the library has since ex-
tended, and the reference collection is now much bigger. There is
also an organized archival collection in Barbados with a professional
archivist who publishes a list of #tccessions to the archives. There
are a numbar of local reports being collected so that Barbados is
fairly well taken care of.

If I may say a word on the national archives in Trinidad. Un-
fortunately the government has not been able to house archives
properly and they are in a rather sorry state at the moment. It is
therefore impossible to tell what is there, so that nobody can quite
ugse them. Plans for the new development include housing for
archives but until a building is available it is futile to assess
them for the present.

The other public libraries in the West Indies--and the Antigua
Public Library particularly comes to mind-~all have rather small
collections which are locked and somewhat tucked away with some
valuable West Indian materials. 1 think a survey at this time is
urgently needed to locate and preserve some of these things not
known in ;eneral and which are not properly recognized by the people.
I can only say Antigua has more chan the rest of this kind of
materials, but rhey were deteriorating, were in poor condition, and
it was a Jong t.me ago when I saw them. I haven't seen the
collection in recent years aad I don't know if there has been an
improvement.

If 1 could just sum up briefly some of the difficulty that we
are encourteriny. At this recent conference Miss Ursula Raymond
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did » paper on why, how and what to collect and she identified no
less than 19 types of materials to be collected a2nd over 20 differ-
ent sources of information, or sources of actual collecting that
should be done. She suggested methods like going through the death
notices to see whose things are going to be thrown out next and

this is, although facetious, not exactly offbeat, because sometimes
this is where a lot of the older rrzre materials can be found.

There are a number of areas of current research which need to be
taken account of which are valuable sources for collecting. 1In
agriculture, literature, sciences, etc. much work is going on. For
example, a member of the faculty was recently found doing a biblio-
graphy on :0il that he found in a number of the West Indian islands,
and he was able to locate bibliographic reports that had been done
by members of th: staf? whichk would never otherwise have been dis-
covered. People do no: think of making them available for others'
use; they .se them for their own purposes and file them away and
that 1s the end of the story. I hope that Miss Raymond's paper will
be published.

If I may touch on that, funds are perhaps the greatest
hinderance to development of our nation, and if we are going to
progress at all we are going to have to have money. We will need
the manpower to pﬁrsue our objectives but,unless we have the money,
we can't get manpower, and I think this is perhaps where we need to
concentratu next.

DR. DIX: Thank you very much, Dr. Jordan. Now, are
there others in the area that may want to amplify this?

MR. GOCKING: On the paper to which Mrs. Jordan
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referred as a salient paper number 2!: since then and before that
we had tried several times to get 'urding for retrospective biblio-
graphies or the publishing oY new materials, without success: for-
tunately. our present librarian is woerking on a great project for
recording ‘lest Indian manuscripts abroad. Iie is heping to publish
that in due course. Part of what !.e has done alreadv on the man:-
scripts, rerhaps in America, may he published very soon, 1 hope.

PR, DIX: Are there any questions?

MR, TREMBLEY: I wonld like to mention, NDr. Jordan
did brine it un, the map coliection 2t the Institute of Jamaica.
The finest in the West Indie:, 1 helieve, it covers not only
Béitish but all parts of the West indies.

MISS BAA: 1Ip connection with what Br. Jordan has
said concerning this rroject on cards and reproduction I see it
immediiatelv as a coonerative microfiiming project. We should like
to offer you such microfilmi:g sevices.

"R, JOPDAN: 1'11 snenk to you later.

DR. DIX: This is the kind of communication I think
this conference is particularly designed to establish.

MRS, SHEPARD: Speaking on the same topic there are
two things that occurred to me from what Dr. Jordan mentioned, one
the heed for a-wurvey of materials that are in existence, parti-
cularly in unknown locations. T would think that it should be
possible, with the menberzhin now of Trinidad and Tobago and Bar'.a-
dos in the Organizatinn of A+erica+n States, that they might ask the
OAS to do a survey on the resources in the Caribbear basing it on

their need for this information for developmental purposes. The
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othet'thing, as far as the publicatiun of indexes, there are a number
of commercial firms that are very much interested in being able to
produce or photncopy what you have alreadv done on cards. One of
course in G.K. 'fall Company which has done a number of bibllograph-
ies. Also the Scareerow Press is Jelighted to know of interesting
bibliographic projects which could be commercially feasible. Scare-
crow is not particularly interested in large number of copies to

be sold, but merely to contribute o the world of schelarship.

These two organizations, comiercial ecnterprises, are especially to

be considered in making this more widely availgble to everyone.

DR, NDIX: Thank vou, Marietta. Well, as I look at
the clock, it is almost time for lunch. I think after lunch we
should resume this, and I hope that vou will be back at two o'clock.

(AFTFR LUNCH)

I would like to congratulate all of you on vour promptness.
Let .ne ask before goiqg on whether You like this procedure that
ve arz following? This is a democratic conference, if you want to
chanpe it, we can. Does anyone feecl we can use our time in some
other way the rest of the dav? All right, we will hurry up and
finish what we were doing. /r. Jordan had another comment or two
on her area but. before I do that, there has been some request for an
accu~ate list of names and addresses of everyone here. I am going
to pass this around and we should he able to get this to all of
you in mimeograph form hefore you leave, Dr. Jordan.

DR. JORDAN: VYes, there were jdst two or three
points I want to make quickly which T should have made this morning.
The Imperial College of Tropical Agriéulture Library of the Univer-
sity of the West Indies is of course mainly ip agricultural

and velatei sciencesqi?i have brousht a list here, of

39




which I don’t have enough copies but just want to show, of agricul-~
tural journals and serials that are held at the university library.
The 1ist is 34 pages long, full pages, and this gives you some idea
of the scope of the collection there, and I want to say that the G.
K. Hall Company was supposed to be considering publishing the cata-
log of this material. It has a lot of West Indian material in it
but has a much wider coverage of tropical agriculture.

The cther thing I wanted to mention which somebody else sug-
gested{;about a collection on slavery, I think, with reference to
the Virgin Islands. There is, quite recently, a Center for Multi-~
Racial Studies jointly sponsored by the University of Sussex and the
University of the West Indies. These multf-racial studies are on
the campus of the University of Barbados and they have already
attracted, although they have been going only about two years, a
very substantial gift collection of about 15,000 volumes on Negro
life and history. They have not catalogued this as yet, of course,
and cen't say exactly what is in it. It seems to be a very rich
and valuable collection. I think Richard Moore, a Barbadian book-
seller now in the United States, gave this collection to the Bar-
bados government who in turn passed it on te the Center for Multi-
Racial studies.

DR. DIX: Thank you very much. Let's move ahead;
let's go immediately to Mr. Hervieu and the French-speaking part of
the islands, |

MR. HERVIEU: (Through interpreter.) The "Archives
departementaléa de la Guadeloupe"(County Archives of Guadeloupe)

were created only seventeen years ago by a county or departmental
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law dated August 23, 1951, as authorized by the decree of June 28,
1947, which extended metropolitan legislation, dealing with
archives, to the French overseas departments (counties).

Prior to this time only two actions related to the protection
of publie arﬁhives at Guadeloupe are worth noting: firstly, the
creation by the governor of a2 small archival service designed to
preserve the papers of only zovernmental officers and parti 1darly
to bind the official records, the govermmental decisions and
ministerial memoranda, and secondly, the organization uf a
depository (as stipulated by the decree of November 20, 1929) of
public papers tc preserve the duplicate copies of all notarial
transactions, déeds, and court judgements from 1912 on. (For prior
vears, these documents are kept in Paris in the depository of
public overseas papers which is part of the overseas section of the
Archives Nationales (National Archives).

From 1951 to about 1960 the "Archives departementales’ have
been used mainly as repositories for the documents of the wvarious
departmental (county) agencies. Since 1960, more documents have
been included, namely those of sll governmental agencies as well as
all notarial documents-~as prescribed by the French archival regula-
tions.

The principal sources accessible to researchers may be
classified in the following manner:

(1) '"Depeches ministerielles’ (Ministerial memoranda): This

includes correspondence addressed by the Ministry of the Navy (later
of the Colonies) to the Governor of Guadeloupe (One to four volumes
per year) goirg back to 1826. (There are also bound volumes of

copies of rinisterial memoranda concerning the Customs Office (1817-
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1838).

(2) "Arretes et decisions du gouverneur" (Governor Decrees):

This collection is also bound (one to 12 volumes per year) and

starts only in 1894,

(3) "Fonds du Conseil prive de la Guadeloupe et du Conseil de

@ontentieux Administratif" (Minutes of the Governor's Council of

Guadeloupe and of the Administrative Council): these two organiza-
tions, which were eliminat::! in 1947, played the role of the
consulting body of the insular administration and of the administra-
tive court. Their proceedings and judgements go back to 1826.

(4)"Fonds -uedols de Saint Barthelemy'" (Swedish Archives of

Saint Barthelemy): This consists of the public archives of the island
of St. Barthelemy during the Swedish period (1784-1878). This island
was later linked administratively tc Guadeloupe and today consti-
tutes a "canton' and a2 “commune" (township and town) of the depart-—
ment ("arrondissement" of Saint-Martin and Saint-Barthelemy); these
archives, quite complete for the whole Swiodish period, are composed
in reality of several collections: papers of governors, archives of
the courts, of the Customs Office (manifests), notarial documents,
etc. These archives were transferred to Basse-Terre in 1932 (for
the most part) and in 1962 where they are briefly catalogued. A
definitive catalogue and a systematic recording on microfilm are
plaﬁﬁed 25 a result of a request from the Royal Swedish Archives to
the "Archives de France" (French Archives).

(5) "Registres Hypothecaires" (Registry of Deeds): This
Regil:

collection constitute a private source for the socio-economic

history of the islands. The registries start in 1811 gor Basse-
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Terre, 1830 for Pointe-a-Pitre and Saint Martin and 1858 {(only

year) for Marie-Galante.

(6) "Registres d'Stat civil de l'arrondissement de Pointe-

a-Pitre et de la ville de Basse-Terre'" (Registry of Civil Acts for

Pointe~a-Pitre and Basse-Terre): This comprises two distinct
collections, the first one transferred in 1962 by the Pointe~a-
Pitre court, the second one deposited in 1961 by the municipality
of Basse-Terre. The registries with earliest dates are from the
following ''commmes’ {(towns):

Abymes: 1839 (births), 1838 (larriages), 1838 (deaths)

Anse--Bertrand: 1775 (baptisms, marriages, burials)

Baie~Mahault: 1781 (baptisms, marriages, burials)

Desirade: 1783 (baptisms, marriages, burials)

Gosier: 1782 (baptisms, marriages, burials)

Marie~Galante (Brand-Bourg): 1840 (births}, 1839 (marriages),
1825 (rdeaths) '

Mari<-Galante (Capesterre): -1842 (births), 1839 (marriages),
1842 (deaths)

L

Marie-Galante (Vieus-Fort-Saint-Louis): 1842 (births),
1841 (marriages), 1839 (deaths)

Morne-a-LEau: 1782 (baptisms, marriages, burials)
Moule: 1793 (baptisms, marriages, burials)
Petit-Bourg: 1803 (births, marriages, deaths)
Petit-Canal: 1780 (baptisms, marriages, burials)
Port~Louis: 1780 (baptisms, marriages, burials)
Séinte—Anne: 1781 (baptisms, marriages, burials)
Sainte~Rose: 1781 (baptisms, marriages, burials)
Saint-Francois: 1782 (baptisms, marriages, burials)

Basse-Terre: 1795 (births), 1795 (marriages), 1794 (deaths)
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{(7) '"Minutes notariales" (Notarial Minutes): Since 1964,

four depositories of minutes havc been made by the notaries of

 Guadeloupe: Mr. Boudin at Basse-Terre (minutes starting in 1739),

* Mr. Lacour at Basse-Terre (minutes starting in 1792), Mr. Turlet

at Basse-Terre (minutes starting in 1771) and the court of Saint-
Martin (minutes starting in 1775).

After this enumeration of the principal collections of
archives in the "Archives departementales de la Guadeloupe', one
should not forget the "printed archives", which are administrative
publications of great importance for the history cf the nineteetth
and twentieth centuries: starting in 1834, "proces-verbaux des
deliberations du Conseil colomial" (Proceedings of the Delibera-
tions of the Colonial Council), later named “proces~verbaux des
deliberations du Conseil general” (Yroceedings of the Delibera-
tions of the General Council®, Bulletin, Gazette et Journal
officiels de la Guadeloupe", (starting in 1828).

In addition, the "Archives departmentales" preserve the
manuscripts of the local historian Jules Ballet (1825-1904); 19
volumes and 10 folders all concefning social, political, and eco-
nomic history of the nineteenth century. (For the seventcenth,

eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, the works of Jules Ballet

" have been published in five volumes from 1890 to 1899 under the

title "La Guadeloupe, Renseignements sur L'histoire...” (Guade-
loupe, Information on the History...)

A large historical library with more than a thousand books
and brochures is attached to the "Archives departementales".

This 1ibrary includes on the one hand books acguired since 1960
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and on the other hand two collections: one deposited in 1962 and
1967, that of the “Federation mutualiste", and the second in 1964,
the "bibliothéque du Comseil general". It comprises works on the
A
history of Guadeloupe and local newspapers (nineteenth and
twentieth centuries) and, thus, today it is the most complete
reference historical library in existence in Guadeloupe. (A
collection of microfilms of Luropean documents dealing with Guade-
loupe is also maintained and built up regularly every year.)

This brief survey of resources of documents in the depcsitory
of archives of Guadeloupe will, no doubt, leave the reader per-
plexed: why are there so few documents more than a hundred years
old and none dating back further than 17597 The explanation is
simple: in addition to the destructive tropical climate, Guadeloupe
has suffered from wars, earthquakcs and hurricanes, but the great-‘
est damages were due to several fires which up to recently have
destroyed local government buildings and files; thus, for just the
town of Basse-Terre, one may list the following buildings which
were destroyed.or damaged in the twentieth century: the Governor's
House (1905), a building housing records of the District Court
(1918), the building with the offices of the controller (1922), the
building with the records of the Court of Appeals (1929), the
General Council building (1931) and even the "Archives departe-
mentales" (1955). (The fire at the "ArcAi;és depafténﬁntalds"”did.‘
not cause, in 1955, much permanent damage to the preserved
collections. However, all the papers we:: soaked and this
necessitated mﬁch salvage work which lasted several years.)

Since 1956, the archive room is fireproof (cement ceiling and
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metal shelves) but, today ouly one vacant shelf remain.. An enlarge-
ment and modernization project, in the planning stage, will provide
the "Archives deparfementales" with more room and air conditioning.
Thus, it will be possible to preserve, with better guarantees, the
historical graphic heritage of Guadeloupe.

DR, DIX: Thank you very much, Mr. Hervieu and Mr.
Caron. Are there any questions or additious? Identify yourself
please.

MISS VIGO: Miss Vigo from the Institute £
Caribbean Studies. Could you tell us about the library of Guade-
loupe?

MR. HERVIEU: We will get to that shortly.

DR. DIX: Well, we have got a lot to do. Miss
Stephenson, coculd you tell us sometiiing asout Guyana?

MISS STEPHENSON: The principal library in Guyana :is

the University Library of Guyana, the public library, the Royal

" Agricultural Commercial Society Library, and several libraries

© attached to various government departments. The University of

Guyana Library was established in 1963, the same year as the univer-
sity. Our collection is mainly an undergraduate library which
supports the teaching program for three faculties: arts, social
sciences and natural science. Our special collection is the
Caribbean collection. It consists at the moment of books, pamphlets
and newspaper clippings, published books and pamphlets about the

West Indies, and officfal government documents. As there is no

. enforced Jz2pository practices, these are difficult to obtain. We

~

are trying to build a comprehensive collection of all documents
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issued by the twotmain political parties. It is inter¢sting to
observa that these documents are never dated, so we have actually

’had to go back to the scurce: what vear was such'and such a
pamphlet published ' This is a characteristic of publishing in
the Caribbean Area. OQur goveramen: has permitted the librarian
to examine certain government documents or. the premises.

The University Library is very young but we have already
undertaken two projects: a) we are attempting to index news-
papers and periodicals. We hope at some tuture time wr will he
able to publish these indexes; b) we are trying to compile a
biblicgraphy of all materials with a local imprint. . Tiiis is all
I can tell vou at the moment about the Universitv of Guvana.

The Public Library is another inmportant librarv of Guyana.

This vas established Since 1909, but at the time there was no
emphasis on collecting local materials. "his was initiated around
1940 and from that time they have built u: quite a collection which
inciudes most of the standard works on history of Guyana in sarti-
cular. There is also a valuable roElecﬁiion of newspaner clippinis
and pamphlets of local artists, and some newspapers. [he WIST
INDIES CHRONICLE and the ARGOSY h.vi since been transferred to tha
Archives.

The third 1library o»f imnortanc: as fir as Caribbean material is
concerned is the Yoyal Agricultur::l and Commercial Society. Started
in the days of great plantation owners, it was a private library and
a social club where planters met. ‘This was continued until very re-~
cently even though it served only a few people. Tts collection
is reilly a storehouse of early naterial on Guyana, some dating

back to the early 17th and 18th centuries, including
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material that dealt with our early border disputes. A more liberal
policy now allows students to consult these works for reference
purposes.

Other special libraries are not very rich in Caribbean
materials. They are mainly concerned with material collected in
their own subject area.

Another source of Caribbean interest is the government
archives. This is poorly housed and disorganized; therefore it is
not very easny to tell what is available. However, the archivist
is well acquainFed with his cii}efﬁégn and can easily identify and
produce the documents needed; ﬁr. Trembley who is also here from
Guyana will tell you more about the material of the;archives. This
is in summary what exists in the island.

DR. DIX: Thank you very much, Miss Stephenson.
Let's move aheac, Mr. Tremblcy might say something about this arca,
and also, I think, sonething about Haiti of his previous knowledge.

MR, TREMBLEY: The archives, as Mrs. Stephenson men-
t’oned, are in rather bad shape. They are housed above the fire
station in a woodeﬁ building. Most of the newspapers that are
extant are in the archives. Guyana published a tremendous number
of newspapers which di&n't live very long, but various political
movements are represented by short-lived newspapers. Many of
these are quite old and have suffered from the weather, making it
impossible or prohibitive to use as it will disintegrate. There
is a single microfilming machine in the country and the university
finds it very expensive to put out money for this filming at

present. Invéstigations are being conducted to see if the govern-



ment will buy it for the universitv and archives.

The archives include a representative collection of material
from the Legislative Council, even though most of the govermmental
documents are housed in the Publishing Records Office in London}
also, in the early part of the 19th century they had been shipped
to Amsterdam. 1 should also like to comment on Guyana concerning
the university: since we don't have microfilm machines these news-
papers are falling apart so rapidlv we have decided to record on
tape various articles which we think are of historical value until
we can get microfilming projects going. The University has inaugu-~
rated this year an oral history program. We find there is a large
percentage of elderly people, some in their hundreds, who came to
Guiana as indentured laborers dating back to tne emancipation
period and we are hoping io get some of these people interviewed
on tape and put them into the library for use.

DR, DIX: Would you go on to Haiti.

MR. McDONALD: As I understand it, the problem is to
get a microfilming camera. It is not the cost of film itself, since
you are able to tape things which is probably a little more expensive
than filmiag.

MR. TREMBLEY: Yes, it is the outlay for the pur-
chase rrice of the camera itself and related initial expenditures,
whereas we find we can buy the tape on installment.

MRS, SHEPARD: I seem to be today the proponent of
capitalism, but I know that University Microfilms have been very
much interested in knowing what kind of materials in the Latin

American area should be microfilmed. They have been interested in
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many instances in placing the equipment in institutions 1if there
will be somebody there who is willing and technically efficient to
do the filming.

MR, TREMBLEY: Thank you. There is not a great deal
to be said about Haiti. Haiti does have an archive building with a
very fine archivist triined toth in France and in the United States.
The huilding is »f concrete tut the collectiorn is uncatalogued, or
at lecast i: wasn't catalogued a year ago, which was the last time I
was there. Some of the most valuable material going back to the‘
17th century was simply rotting on the shelves. It is uncertain
whether thae material is still there. It was arranged by centuries,
16th, 17th, 18th; but on the whole I found the archives pretty
completely useless for historical research. Of course it receives
current material coming from the government depository vault of
government documents. Librarywise, there are four which I think
are important; two 6f them are the libraries in the two LycBes. The
better of the two has a very valuable collection of Haitian imprints.

Haiti has a tremendous volume of book publication. A survey
done in 1950 shows that they printed more books per capita tham any
other country in the western hemisphere except the United States,
but the number of copies printed in any edition was very small.
Many of them have been lost,

There is a national library which was set up under Pres.
Duvalier in the 1950's b?t 1 am afraid it has suffered from
personnel changes, and a large portion of the collection has dis-
appeared. However, most of the materials in the national library

was not Haitian, but mostly French, and this was French written by
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France. In 1930 the Bureau of Ethnology was estsblished as part
of the neighborhood movement that had been inaugurated. The chief
man behind it was Dr. Jean Price-llars (1876-1969), the famous
Haitian anthropologist who i= now 73 (Fd. note: MlMe died after
March). ‘lleverth:less, the Notional! lLibrary is an excellént
library and it continu:s to te expsnied because President Duva-
lier is in:erest:d in it. He¢ was in the very beginning a member
of the Lib-—rary Bireau.

Therc are rr were a numier of church archives. I don't know
what their status is; I myself worked in a Roman Catholic Archive
diocese ir Port au Princa ani! this was an excellent depository
for educational materials since th-> Chureh headed the schools.

The same is equally true of the Episcopal Church. Enth churches

have suffered urder Duvalier's regime and it is possible that a
-

lot of this material ray hav:.: disavpeared.

Ther¢ are « ther :rchive« dealin: with Haiti outside of Haiti.
The Jnite/ Statis National Archives contain all of the materials
on the United States occupation, which covers a very important era
:ﬁﬁ?aitian history trom 1915 to 1%33. The French National
Archives in Paris have a wealih of material on the San NDomingue
period up to and including the revolutionary pefind ending roughly
in 1791. 1t is very well catalogued and Auite accessible. The
same is true of the Piublic Records COffice in London.

The 1ran who has (done the most wark in the French archives is
the Frenci: historian ¢:abrlel Debien. who is associated with the
University of Dakar. Mle picneered in this field and actually did

i
the catalcsuing as he .sed the material on San Dominnue. lle was




mainly interested in tracine Freach planters, and his use «f the
archives was more or less from tue French point of view, vory
helrful tc anyon¢ doing research on that perioc.

Therce are vnrivate collections. but i shouid mention thkree.

I just learned since T have heen hcre th.t part of the collaction
of Curt Fisher, ¢n Austrian who .ent to aiti zbout I35 or 30
vears apo, 1s of ered for sile. M. Aldin tells me that pert of
it has been acquired bv the Bost:n Publi: Library. 1le still has
some of it in Puerto Rico which 1 learne. recently he offered for
sale at Yale. I don't know whether they bought it or not.

The other is the MNemours Co!lection. which was collected hy
Alfred Nemours (1883~ ), the laitian .mbassaior to Paris in the
1920's. The University of Puertc Rico bought that in 1962. He
was rostly interested in Toussaint I'Ouverture and Dessaline and
the revolutionary period but it is an excellent collectior. All
the books have been cataloguced, the documents have not been. But
the documents are quite good, there is a lot of corre ponde ice
including three letters of Napoleon, which are signed hy
Napoleon, concerning his represertatives in San Domingue.

The third is the collection of Cerar! de Catalogne (1905- ),
one of bhe outstanding historians in Haiti. I have not been able
to sce him within the last five ycears. lLa is more or less under
house arrest. Whether his librarv s intact : ¢o not know, 1 think
probably ir it doesn't equal the Fisher cwrlectign, it certainly
comes very close to it. ’

s

DR, DIX: Thank yo} very much. Ouestions? Yes.
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NTSS VIGO: T would like to add something to Mr.
Tremblev's information and that 1s that the list of the Nemours
Collection anpesrs in CARIBREAN STUDIES (v.2, no.3, ctober,
1962), and was »nreparced by him and Mrs. Toth.

'RS. PNRTER: T wonder if we minht make a recom-
mendation, one of the recommindatiinrs might be that we suggest
that lUniversitv Microfilms send a —:amera down to Haiti. T have
had some contac' with University Microfilms recen 1lv and mv objec-
tive is tc keep them alert to places where thev are most needed.

I think this corpany rot onl: would send a camcra there, but thev
will provide an esperator, tou, and I think because of the im-
portance of Maiti's extensive collections and the danger that in
another two or three vears they will be gone. I haven't had any
opportunity to compare it wi~h our covllections. T think this is
one f the areas that Univer:ity Microfilms micht be quite willing
to po to if we recommend it.

'R, TRMBLEY: You mean send it to Haiti or--

MRS. PORTER: VYes~-to place the camera down there
wherever resources are and to send an operator because it is
difficult to get iunds or for a foundation to do this on an
individual basis. DPut they are going into the African areas and 1
am certair that they will be internsted in some of the Caribbean.
I'11 be glad to carry that to some of the people I know.

"R, DI¥: We will discuss that vhen we discuss
our recomrendations. Identify yourseclf.

“R. CO"BS: Tram Combs. The collector Curt fisher

§ told me that he considered the best collection of printed material

i
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on the revelutiorary period of Haitl was under 'ir. Alden's . .re
in the Boston Pubiic Library. Perluips he will ay a vord arout
that.

MR, ALDEN: VWell, 7 vhink in dué course T'1l have
an oprortunity to speak about that collection ir the Laited
States.

DR. DIX: Well, let's move to another languape now.
Mr. Inchaustegui with the help of Ilrs. Cardona.

MR, INCHAUSTFGUI: (Throuﬂh interprete:r) He will
make a general summation of the S.anto Dow.ngo situation, and of
the nlaces where vhe documents aré gituvaved. Tlere ave onlt two
large libraries: one is the Library of the Nativnal Unriversity of
Santc Domingo and the secénﬂ one ‘s the C:tholi. Univirsity.
Madre y Maestra at Santiago Jde los Caballeros. There are m.uny
small public libraries and some special libraries, such as thor
one administered by the American Embassy, u.s. ‘nformngidn
Service Library, called fhe Lincoin Library. Tlere a e several
private collections of documents. ‘he Catholic University :ub-
lished twe collections of goveruncn: docunments.

The Catholic University has nullished a billiovrsnhv o
documents from 1930 to.1960 in a bi-linpuil edi Lon 1i: Spanish
and lnglish. They have now ustabiished en exchange s.ction for
the distribution of puﬁlications of the’tniversity. “hey hoewve

3
published several social documents, socia’ sciences, ¢nd contem-
porary studies of documents,

llis contribution to the discussion wias limited by his

linguistic inability.

DR. DI¥: Thank vcu very much. The next area we
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move to can be descrited loosely as letherlands Antilles, and Mr.
Pauls will speal on that. T shoul vay Mr. Paula received his
invitation late and has not lLad a chonce to do much homework in
that area.

YR, PAULA: Prrmit to do my own transiation. The
Public Library i1 Curacao is an in: titution of the public adminis-
tration controll:d by the loral porernment. The dircctor of the
Librery 2t the roment is Mis~ De Tiula, qualified as a public
libririan fter spending a f+v years in Holland. She has suc-
ceedvd Miss Dapline Latega (Mrs. von “chindler), known: to some_qf
you, who wis eqgually gqualifiid and who had moreover followed a
course in the United S:ates.

The Public Library has several volumes of antiquated value con-
cerning the histyry of Curac:;o but there are no manuscript collec-
tion:: excent a fw volumes from the Turacio As:ociation of Straw
Hat Jeaver: (thrt's mv own translation). There_are also some old
prirted mans fron the 18th century ard the first half of the 19th
century. The most valuable ropies are kept in a vault at the Office
of the Land Repistry; there is a catalogue of these maps. 1In 1955
there was an exhibition of the most valuable mape and books in the
public librarf. However, the collection was supplemented by a great
number of privately ovned volumes. The head of the Nffice of Land
Registry i3 most interested in old maps of the territeory of the Vest
Indircs, has orgaaized an exh'bition in 1954 of old maps, and is now
planning to set up documentation of all maps 1n the Antilles; he
hopes thereby tc get the neccssary cooperation from the general
state archlves of The Hague in Holland.

Besicas pul:lic libraries. there is on the island of Curacao also

a Scientiflc Litrary. This “clentific Library is controlled
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' by a srivate founiatici (STIUUSA) but rec:ives in anm-al suhsidy
of more or less fifty thwousand guilders from tuc loca: govermment.
There are also a number of local oruanizations and institutions that
donate a fixed sum each year. Thi ounda.ion for Cultural Coopera-
tion between tBe Netherlands, Surinam and Netherlands Antilles
supnorts the library by buying a number of hooks yearly. However,
this library is operating with an alarmins deficiency. At the
present time there is no dirvctor. 'he ac :ing director is the
assistant librari..n who has the s:-.alled needec diplcma fo'* docu-
mentation but yho hag not re:eived any sp clal trainir; as &«
librarian, A

The scientif ¢ lit:ary -~tart.«d in 19+7 wit! an a1 :-anger ent o'
central catalogues but remar!'ably erough he public library aas
.t not been included. There is stili 1 uch to be desired concerning
the cooperation between these two librarics which are just mayhe
two or three minutes frim each otter., Talking about Aruba, there
are no documents in the library o:! .ruba, accorcing tc Mr. ..
Hartog, diractor of the Public Liirary, ‘here are son? old “ooks
about the history of the Antilles tc¢rrito-y but these 'ooks for
some mysterious reason are locked ur in a beokcase. It is re-
markakle that no attempt was made to appr;;Zh private owners to
get books and documents for the library in Aruba. We :now ¢f
several private collecrions about the West Indies;. Arart fiom
these on the island of Curacao the :dea i., that all the doci-
ments should be centralized. The nucleus of rhese arciaives is

the so~called government archives dating from 1846 to 1938. These
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contained diari:s, correspondence with the Minister of Colonies,
and with the Governor-General, Surinam, and with local govern-
ments, and all the islands of the Caribbean.

Important for the history of Latin America and particularly
for the Caribbean arcz are the extensive correspondence with the
Councile located in the different islands of the Caribbean area and
South America. )

The archives of the Court of Justice begin in the 19th century
and form a truly rich source of history of the social relations on
the island. There are also marv documents dealing witl slave rela-
tions in the Netherlands Antilles and on slave relations between
the Netherlands Antilles and Surinam. The archives from 16 :4 to
1845 are all in the general State Archives in Holland. I haive
brought along here a GUIDE 70 THE SOURCES IN NEVTHERLAWDS FOR THE
HISTORY OF LATIN AMERICA. This is an inventory to thuse archives
and it 1is therefore very easy for someone who wants to consult
them to get all the information tirough cur office in Curac..o. By
usirg this GUIDE we can write to lloiland to get copieis of t.ese
documents. Furthermore, we should menticn that the archive; in
Netherlands Antilles are presently being reorganized. With
specialized assistance from Holland we are trying to teorganize
the archives, centralizing the materials and documents from the
different islands.--?px this reason, a building has been restored
in willemstad which is'fully airconditioned. We also hope very
soon to be able to start with microfilms and I have already

approached the microfilms specialists.

Last year someone started a collection of books origimating
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in the Netherlands Antilles, and later another started to collect
all the books that are written in papiemento; that is, the local
dialect. Frank Martinis, a person who is busy with these
ccliections, has discovered that from about 1850 to date there
are over one hundred books written in papiemento; most of these
are prayer bocks printed by the Roman Catholic authorities.

I thank you.

DR. DIX: Thank you, Sik . Any questions or

Aadditiona here?

MISS VIGO: I'd like to ask a question. You spoke
of a scientific library. Would you consider it also a public
library?

MR. PAULA: It is both, but it is more specialized
in certaia fields.

MR. VAUGHN: My name is Vaughn. What is the title
of.this index that you have there, the exact title and suthor?

MR. PAULA: It is compiled by Mr. M.P.H. Roessingh -
and the title is GUIDE TO THE SQURCES IN THE NETHERLANDS FCR THE
HISTORY OF LATIN AMERICA.

MRS, EEWISOHN: My name is Lewisohn, Where can one
get that GUIDE and do we have to send to Curacao or to the Nether-
lands?

MR, PAULA: You may ﬁrite to The Hague but, g5 1
have already said, it is always possible to get the information
through Curacao; so that, if I get the names of those perscns that
are interested in the GUIDE, I will send it to them.

MRS. LEWISOHN: 1Is it in English?
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MR, PAULA: It is in Lnglish, yes.

DR, DIX: Mr. McDonald, your comments.

MR. McDOMALD: I just want to say we are indebted
to Mr. Paula for accepting this assipnment with even briefer
notice than the rest of you. Professor Dr. Harry Hoetink who is
a visiting scholar in the United States this year, spending the
fall semester at Yale University and the spring semester at the
University of Tcxas, had been invited to come, was tempted but
had other travel plans in the Caribbean later; he and Dr. Thomas
Mathews at the Institute of Caribbean Studies suggested that we
get in touch with Dr. Paula who was good enough to help us. Dr.
Hoetink, I think, will be remaining in this hemisphere and very
likely will become a permanent part of the Caribbean scene. I think
from all I have heard of him he'll he a great asset to the area. ‘j
Therc are others of you here who know his work better than I and
can substantiate that. Thank you, Dr. Paula.

MISS BAA: I think you will be interested to know
that Dr. Paula has just given me a published copy of his doctoral
dissertation entitled:  FRoM OBJECTIVE TO SUBJECTIVE BARRIERS,

published in Rome in 1967.
It i8 in the second edition with a forward by Dr. Harry Hoetink.

It was published in the Netherlands Antilles, in 1966.

bR. DIX: Well, we will conclude this roundup, then,
of the areas by coming back to Mra. Cardona.

MRS. CARDONA: The development of library services
in Puerto Rico can be gaid to have taken impetus in the last twenty

years, patticuﬁ:ly after the creation of the Section of Library b
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Services in 1965 within the Department of Inscruction. Since that
date, this department took charg: of the planning and development
of public library services in addition to the school library ser-
vices. During the first years after it was created the Section of
Library Services concentrated its efforts in the organization of
public libraries of all types throughout the #sland: Libraries at
the municipal level, prison libraries, hospital libraries, rural
libraries, bookmobiles and rural traveling litraries. The figures

for 1960 znd 1967 clearly show this increase:

1960 1967
Fublic libraries 7 38
Libraries in Housing Prujects 27 27
Bookmobiles 8 8
Special libraries 0 12
Rural travel libraries (boxes) 189 346
Primary sctiool libraries 0 22
Junior high school libraries 28 62
High school libraries 82 100

Since 1968 the Department of Instruction has started a strong
program of develcopment of school library services, as the following

figures show:

Qategdry of ‘schiool 1967 1968 Students
Primary school libraries 22 31 447,000
Junior high school lihraries 62 118 141,000
Sentor high school libraries 100 106 36,000

I am giving this information on library services in Puerto Rico

to serve s a bakground, although I know your main interest lies in
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library resources avaijlahle for hieber education.

There are in Puerto Picc two "arce university library systems:
"the ''niversitv of Puerto Rice librar: system, and the Catholic
University 1ibrrry svstem: there are also the Cnllege of Saerado
Corazon Librarv, and Toter-Arericar 'miversity with cawmpuses at
San German and llito Rers.

The U~lversity of Puert. Riecc librar- system is organized on
thre main camm.ses: the Genrral librarv at R@v Piedras, the
Mayawez Librarv, and the Medical Scliool tibrary at <an Juan.

The c¢irector of rhe University »f Puecrto 'ico's General
Libriry at Rfo " iedra: 1is Miss Josefina del Toro. The General
Library was founded {n 1903. 7Tt 15 "woused in 1 two-storvy modern
buildine which is undersoinz renovation and enlargement at present.
Besides its mair huilding it also has the Libraries of Natural
Scieaces, Public and Fusines: Administration and thi: one at the
Plaraing - chool The main buildine “as separate gections 'or
Reference. Reserve, Dnocuments, Records and Periodicals. After
bui.ding ‘mprovements now ir process are finished the library will
be reorgsarized. The main building also has special collections
with serarate rooms. Outstanding amone them is the Tuerto Rican
Collectinn and worthv of special note is the "Sala Juan Ramon
Jimevnez Collection”, named after the Nobel Prize winner who lived
man> year: and ¢lied in Puerto Rico and donated his nersonal
coliection to ti2 Librarv. The dircctor has announced that, in
addition ‘o housing te new graduate Faculty of Library Services,
there are nrlans for a room for the tlind with hooks in Braille and

special trpewriters.
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Collection. The total holdines of the collection are
1,075,715 columes which include 371,622 catalonued books, pamph-
lets, bound periodicals, microfilms and all kinds of educational
material in a variety of forms. The classification used is the
Dewev Decinal Classification. Onlv part of the collection is in
open stacks. Tire library is a deprnsitory for the federal U.S.
Government publications, for United lations documents, and Pan
American Union, the Secretariat of the Orgranization of American
States nublications.

Bibliogcap! ical fctivities. The Puerto Rican Collection

prepares several indices that are very wvaluable tools to guide
readers to its holdings: INDEX TO PUERTO RICAN PERTODICALS:

(1) the newspaper EL MUNDO for items of local interest, (2) the
INDE{ OF PUERTO RICAN LITERAI'Y MACAZINES, covering a~lmost all tha
items witﬁ the exception of uocial news, (3) INDEX 7O PUERTO RICAN
POETRY; (4) IN'EX TO PORTRA'TS AND ILLUSTRATIONS OI' PUERTO RICAN
ITEMS., They ha'e also startad an INDEX TO MONUMENTS AND BUILDIN'S
OF PUERTO RICO, alphabetically arransged by geopraphic areas.

The Reference Department has in progress a SHORT STORY INDEX;
this is an author and title index tc¢ short stories in Spanish, in-
cluding originals in Spanist and translations to the Spanish
language. The "OETRY INDEX is a title, author, subject and first
linc inder to poetry in Spanrish appearing in antholopgies and
author collectinns. “oth these indices refer to works available
in the Gereral l.ibrarw. The Institute of Caribbean Studies pub-
lishes a " Current Bibliography' of Caribtean interest which appears

in its quarterlv journal entitled CARIBBEAN STUDIES. The purpose
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of this bibliography is to lisf as svon as possible the titles of
current books, pamphlets, and periodical articles of interest to
Caribbeanists.
Another bibliographic activity is the Union Catalog, begun in
1963; it is a Union Catalog of University Libraries at college
level. At present the junior colleges are not included. It will
integrate also t«pecial collections of the University of Puerto
Rico like the De Onfs, Hispanic Studies, etc. There is a list of
14 participants, however; at present only the following libraries
have been integrated: The Library of the University of Puerto Rico
at Mayaguez, the Humacao Reglonal College, Law Library, Library of
Pharnacy, Library of liedicine, Education Faculty Library, Selles,
De Onis Collection, the Library of the College of the Sacred Heart
and the Library of the Inter-American University at Hato Rey. The
Unica Catalog i: located next to the public catalog and is for the
use of the general puhlic. There is only one entry, the author;ﬁain
_entry, and the catalog is arrauged in alphabetical order.
| The Puerto Rican Collection was begun in 1935 for the benefit
of a few researchers. It has all the material published by Puerto
Ricans and about Puerto Rico and the Puerto Ricans which includes
books, current and rare, documents, bound volumes of old periodicals,
f manuscripts, posters, maps, rare and contemporary, periodical pub~
| lications and microfilms, clippings of articles about Puerto Rico
in foreign ?eriodicals and all the Puerto Rican government publica-
tions K:‘u-;:i. ;2.I.ZLt Ehe private organization and private business
publications. The collection has 24,048 bound volumes, 4,667 maga-

zines, 2,360 periodicals, 38,778 documents and ephemeral material,
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and 255 reels of mierofilms of Puerte Rican newspapers, a total of
64,853 items.

Phoioduplicating Laboratory. The Universitv has a Xerox 729
photoduplicatine wmachine and an 0livetti coin-operated machine in
addition to it. microfilm equipment. They have several projects,
the most important iz the microfilming of Puerto Rican periondicals.
They have alreadv filmed EL BUSCAPTY and some issues of A DEMO-
CRACIA,

Gencra) information on the Libriory at the University of Puerto

Rico, Miyacuez campus. The director is Mr. Rafael Delgado. A new
buildinp. was inaugurated in 1963, thiee floors high with a capacity
of 71,000 square feet. The collectien has about 593,000 volumes,
bound books, bound periodicals, records, microfilms and current
periodicals, Tt is strongest in scicncific and technical materials
and it has open stacks. The Library is a depository for United
Statns novernment prublications. Tne Order and Acquisition Depart-
ment is in the process of beins automated. The director hopes to
have the whole svstem automated hefore long. A few weeks ago this
library offered an Institute on Library Automation sponsored by
T.8.M4,
This is more or less the library activity in Puerto Rico.

Mrs. de Rosa may like to add somcthing to this.

DRA, DE ROSA: 1 thin!: Mrs. Cardona has covered
everything.

DR. NIX: Thank you. Well, that ends our summary.
NMow, it seems to me we have at least touched the surface of

the collections pertaining particularly to the area. This
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ic tihe kind of material that, it seei's to me, is well to have orallv
presented, but will hr of rermanent ralue when it aprnears in the
Renart of this ronference, Samethin: {t seems to me we miaht dis-
cuss on Yednes:iav norning is an un-to~date directory of lihraries in
the arenr. ™iss na has been conccaling from me twe things she has
pultlished s o DIVECTORY OF LIBRARIES IM THE CARIBREA ARFA, 1959, and
thern in 1983, err ol the workine panars for the SALALM Conference
(YTIT SALALM, Vorkine Paper 10), » paver called LTRRARY AND ATBLIO-
CUEAVHIC AMTTYVY T ERn T8 THE CARTIBREA. whieh 1 noticed contained a
sumrary deseription of a number of lihraries. Are these still
available

TSN BAA: Yes,

"R, NIX: One of ovr -~ecommendations, it seems to
me., on "elnesdav would he that somoc e undertake to brine this up
to date. T thivk, thep--Tr. Jordan,

IR, JORDAN: ! wos jist golng to add that the
Jamaican Jibrary Associatior has jublished a DTRECTONY OF JAMAICAN
LIBRART"® ipn twn parts. Part One is on public libraries ard has
already arpearcd, in 1967. Part ‘two is on school libraries, and
vill soon be issned. Also, my own thesis that was completed in 1966
will be published by 3cayrecrow Vress, and has a listing of the
libraries as they stood wher 1 did the survey,.

DR, DIX: It seers tn me that one of the things we
should wish to talk about tomorrow is a kind of hitliosraphy of
hibliooraphies of the Caribl:can area. Unless this is alrecdy in
exlsterce, it is obviously needed hiere, becausce publications--some
of them fairlv obscure jourrals--hive Fcen mentioned which might be

listed in a sincle puhlication if someone had the enerey, tust a
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little bit of energv to undertake it. We can talk about that tomor-
row under the general heading of the whole bibliopraphic contrel
problem. Mrs. Shepard.

MRS, SHEPARD: Yes, there were bibliographies on
Latin America, issuved in December, 1968, by Scarecrow Press. They
include the Caribbean but to what extent I am not too sure.

R, DIX: Well, I suggest it will have to be a very
brief survey of the resources of this area in the European and

United States libraries.

(AFTER COFFEE BREAK)

Well, let's get right on to our discussion of some of the Euro-
pean depositories. We are fortunate to have several of the major
areas repreéented here. WYe were unable to have a representative
of the Archives of the Indies in Spain, or anyone else from Spain.
Perhaps someone else can comment briefly on that.

MR, McDONALD: We regret to report an unsuccessful
effort.

DR, DIX: Let's go ahead with Mrs. Bloomfield. We
are pleased to welcome you as a participant in this conference. W#ill
you tell us something about British resources of this area!

MRS, BLOOMFIELD: 1t is difficult to tell you briefly
because of so many national government departments with material,
and partly becsus®2 the Caribbean has never been a unified area for
rescarch in Great Britain.

There have been Commonwealth countries in the area callad West
Indies covering thf islands, British Honduras, Guyana, and the
countries which are included in the Latin American group such as

Haiti, Cuba and Dominican Republic. Th:refore, to study the Carib-
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bean, you have to consult first the libraries of Latin America, the
Commonmwealth, and specialized West Indies. At the moment the Latin
American collections are growing most rapidly because they have
special funds for development. In 1965 the University Grant Commit-
tee recommended that five centers of Latin American studies should
be established in the Universities of Cambridge, Liverpool, Edin-
burgh, London, and Oxford. These are universities with a tradition
of interest in the area and they have special funds to develop
these coliections. There is one other university, the University of
Essex, which right from the beginning has had an interest in the
area, but because it was established so recently it was too late to
obtain any special govermment funds. In fact there are six mrajor
university collections on Latin America.

A second recommendation of the same committee was that a cen-
tral information office be established and that this should be in
the Institute of Latin American Studies in the University of London.
The Library of the Institute itself is limited to bibliographies for
research and reference work and its main role is to support the
acquisition of materials in nther languages. The major collections
are in the 1) University of London, 2) London School of Economics,
and 3) Institute of Historical Research. The Institute has a
very active bibliographical 1"brary and has produced a guide
to Latin American collections in London libraries. It includes
the lanpuages of the Hispanic Collection in Hispanic House, the
Foreign 0Office, the Bureau of Trade, and the Bank of

London itself in South America. So this
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quite well covers the area. In addition, the library is doing a
National Union Catalogue of books and periodicals relating to Latin
America. It has concentrated initially on the holdings of the five
British libraries which have ppecial govermment funds but it is in-
tending to gradually add the holdings of other countries.

At the present time the Union Catalogue is being circulated to
interested libraries, but in addition the library is compiling a
copy of the shelf 1list of the Latin American section of the Harvard
University Library. We have informatiom that this will be printed
arR a retrospective catalogue with current mouthly lists. As far as
the Caribbean is concerned there is no probilem about the Latin
American countries having been included; Cuba, Haiti, Dominican
Republic and Puerto Rico are inclu&ed. There was some hesitation
about the others. I had a discussion with the director before I
left and suggested chat my own library [Institute of Commonwealth
Studies, University of London, est. 1949] include West Indian
material so that this will strengthen the now Hispznic material in
this Union Catalogue. In addition to the Catalogue, the Instiﬁute
has also assumed responsibility for issuing a list of Latin American
theses. This comes out once a year and does cover all countries of
the Car’bbean.

There are twe other universities in Great Britain developing a
forward interest in the West Indies. The University of Manchestsr
has a joint program with the University of the West Indies with an
exchange of staff and students, ond is bullding up a collection to
support this researéh. Dr. Jordan has aiteady mentioned the Univer-
sity at Sussex which has a Center for Multiracial Studies, with &

branch there ﬂg'Barbados; so that Manchester is bullding up a
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political and sociological selection. The other library is in the
University of Oxford. I have already mentioned the Latin American
collection in Oxford but this is devoted to the Commonwealth and
is one of the strongest of the Spanish West Indian collecticns.

I have mentioned Latin American collections first because these
are developing rapidly; but the major historical collections are
the general ones such as the British Museum. The Department of
Manuscripts and the Department of State Papers have the biggest
collection on the Caribbean. It is difficult to say exactly how
much. There is also the World Commonwealth Society which has quite
a large collection, and there is the West Indian Comnmittee Library
which was established in the 18th century by a grcup of merchants
of West Indian deccent and which has built up a strong library on
slavery and emancipation. A subject catalogue of this was published
in 1941 which included quite a lot of rare pamphlets which are not
British but are in the library.ffkt the Library of the Institute of
Commonwealth Studigs, we are trying to build up a collection of
current material particularly on politics, recent history, and
socfal sciences and, as I mentioned this morning, to collect
particularly locally published material which is quite difficult t§
obtain. I did make two acquisitions trips to the West Indies and
we have quite a good collection of the documents of the trade
unions and that type of information which vanishes so rapidly if
you don't collect it on tﬁe spot.

There are, of course, department libraries. The Commonwealth

Relations Office and the Colonial Office are the two libraries that

have materials on the Caribbean but these have now changed their
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names and are rather unfamiliar. The diplomatic service has been
unified and there is now a Foreign: and Commonwealth Office, and
the old Colonial Office !s the Department Services; but these are
basically the two libraries which are particularly strong on
goveroment reports. Before the West Indian countries Lecame in-
dependent their publications auvtomaticelly went to these
govermment departments and I think they had more complete
collections at that time.

The same is true of the Archives; the Public Record Office, as
it is known, has a lot of unique materials and documents which have
bren lost in the West Indies. Of course, there is a lot remaining
as shown in recent guides to the West Indies. Most of this material
in the West Indies is duplicated in the Public Record Office. There
is not at the mrment a published guide equivalent to the GUIDE Dr.
Paula mentioned.

The British volume of tne RESOURCES FOR LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY
is stilil in manuscript. The editor told m: just before I left that
the text is about three-quarters finished and he hopes it will be
published by the Oxford University Press. I think what is interest-
ing about this volume is that it covers the West Indies in as much.
detail as Latin America proper. I understand that the American
volume will only cover Hispanic materials, and the Freuch guide ¥ill
include Martinique and Guadeloupe but not the British islands. The
British GUIDE in fact is very strong on the West Indian material
and, as so many of the countries have changed hands so many times,
it includes materials on the metropolitan country as well. I
Just looked through it dbriefly and there 1s a section of the
Public Record Office about the Library of Oxford, the Library
ic 70
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in Cambridge, the University Libraries in Liverpool, and the City
Record Office in Bristol, which is being covered with slavery
collections. Ecotland is covered, business records are beidng
covered when published. There was no difficulty of placing this
material. Until it is published there are still a number of
Guides to the collection notabis in the Caribbean Archives Con~
ference Report (1965) in two volumes, which has listed the
depositories and extent of the records of the Public Record
Office.

So this gives you btriefly some fdea of the material in Great
8ritain, and I think it is gradually being made known. It is
important to know what exists so that libraries in the area canmn
obtain microfilms of the documents and I hope possibly there will
be some other suggestions of what should be done.

DR, DIX: Thank you very much, Mrs. Bloomfield.
Are there additions or questions on the British background? Let's
turn to Mr. Birkelund.

MR. BIRKILUND: Yes, I have concentrated my report
on the islands that are now called United States Virgin 1slands.
The reason, cf course, is that these islands for more tham two
hundred vears belonged to Demmark and therefore we have a lot of
materials; the whole historical background 1s to be found in the
Danish collections and is fortunately concentrated in the Danish
(Royal) National Archives and the Ruyal‘Library and Museums, I
will not go into details about the national archives, I will
Just say that fhey are the central libraries and central archives

in Dewmark. You will find deposited and registered im' the Royal
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Library alvust 13 million records regarding St. Thomas, St. Croix,
and St. John. And of course a lot of this material has been used
by NDanish scholars. There is estill a lot of material that should
be investigated and listed. I would especially like to bring to
Your attention the newly established branch of the national ar-
chives which is the special archives for business firms or
companies. These archives are now collected and in this special
collection can be found a lot of materials about Danish firms
which had been operating in the islands.

Regarding lib;aries, there are central libraries of excep~-
tional collectinns for printed material and for what is to be
called manuscripts, letters and so on. There are libraries, rare
old ones started in the 17th century just at the time when we
colonized the island hexe in 1665, and since 1697 we have had
the depository law, which means we have the complete collection
ol all Danish impriants for the last three centuries, books, pamph-
lets, periodicals, and newspapers that have been mentioned. And
that means printed materials are kept as complete as possible,
including also materials regarding the Virgin Islands. Of cource,
this would also be found in the printed National Danish Historical
Bibliography which covers the whole period and which also lists
articles in periodicals, etc. It was more difficult to get access
to the manuséripts. They are catalogued, of course, but not from
the West Indian point of view. This means that one has to investi-~
gate all the private archives which are kept in this collection.
Numerous family archives include letters which were written about West

Indian affairs from the islands to Demmark. Collections of phqto—
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graphs and maps are also found, with very fine materials regarding
the virgin Islands. Scme of the Danish National Museum picture
collection was exhibited two years ago in St. Thomas. These will
remain in the islands as a permanent exhibition of all pictures
from the Danish West Indian Islands. I am Sorry to say that
materials found in general collections with any relation to the
Danish West Indies have not been cross-referenced, but this should’
be done in the future.

I know in many ways Denmark is concerned about West Indian
affairs and alsc there is increasing interest here on the island;
so I hope we will meet in mucual interest and determine some joint
or cooperative projects which could place all those valuable re-
sources within ecasy access for research to the people in the Virgin
Islands. This is a very brief report, but we hope it will give you
a small picture of what we have collected. I am sure all Danes
will be very glad tc support any proposal to meske this material
known gnd used. Thank you.

DRe DIX: Thank you very much, Mr. Birkelund. i
assume there is no one that lias anything to add, but does anyone
have any particular observation on this area? I suspect there is a
serious language problem here.

MR, BIRKELUND: That is right.

MR. PAULA: I would like to inquire whether you have
any documents concerning Netherlands Antilles?

MR. BIRKELUND: I don't think so, I have not investi-
gated this, but Danish interest was on the three islands here. We

have what we call a normal collection of the Caribbean irea and
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Latin America but I don't think our holdings there are quit® normal.

MRS. SHEPARD: This reminds me of the fact that the
meeting on the International Conference on Archives, wh;ch was held
last September in Madrid, took a resolution to the effect that the
countries possessing archives of their former colonies should make
an effort to provide their former colonies with microfilm copies of
those archives. Inasmuch as I have been asked to try to jot down
resolutions, i should be grateful if Mr. Birkelund would draft the
text of the resclution which we might accept at the end of this
conference concerning ﬁhe provision of microfilm copies of archives
material relating to former colonies.

MRS. PORTER: In our Howard University Libraries we
have tried to maintain a checklist of scholars doing research. Very
often they go around the country bringing back in their suitcazes
various papers and documents from varicus countries, and we have
been very successful in pulling out of their handbags and from their
closets notes that were used or unused. These have gone on micro-
films on deposit there, indexed on some of these working papers. I
was told that there were 699 documents on the Caribbean area
accumulated by cne writer and I wonder what has happened to that
materfal, what did he do with it. Did he deposit it in the univer-
sities where he did his major work or did he throw the papers away?
Just by making an effort to secure the working material of scholars
we have come scross a lot of information and uaterials they were
never able to put in Books, and sometimes we have used them.

DR. DIX: I might add that X found this an important

point. We have made some effort in our library to get these papers
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of scholars, but we have found them of very little use because they
are not written for Use by someone else. The notes are all gobbled
up, someone may find something but, umless he is & particularly
orderly scholar--and most schoiars are not very orderly, I wonder
about the value of this even es 1 wonder about the value of some
manuscripts of published work unless they are the work of literary
significance or a real taechnical analysis.

Let's move to France. We have no one here from France, but I
wonder if Mr. Hervier has anything to say about the resources on
this area in metropolitan France.

MR, HERVIEU: (Through interpreter) There exist ip
France a large number of documents in the archives about the
Caribbean, B8ince the French at one time cwned Santo Domingo which
was principally a French colomy. One should not forget the islands
which are French today and also the islands which at one time were
French: St. Croix, St. Kitts, Dominica, St. Lucla, and even
Trinidad and Tobago. In the National Archives in Paris some
principal papers or documents concerning Santo Domingo are well
catalogued and right now there is an attempt to prepare an 1qventory
about Martinique. The first volume was published last year. There
are also some interesting documents at the former Ministry for the
Colonies which is now a section of the National Archives. One
should also include theiarchives of the French Army and Navy, as
well as the Diplomatic Archives of the Museum of National History.
As for the Bibliotheque Nationale, its holdings are well catalogued,
and notable among them is a good collection of maps. We must also

mention the legal depository. Each and every publication coming out
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of the French Antilles must send fiv. copies to Paris, and two are
kept in the country. All publications are catalogued in the review
periodical which is called LA BIBLIOGRAFIE DE LA FRANCE. As for
private collections, =any of which are about the island of Santo
Domingo, they are little by little being catalogued by Professor
Gabriel Debien, who is presently professor at the University of
Nantes, and who every two years publishes a chronicle biblio~
graphy {a the French review of overseas departments.

DR, DIX: Thank you very much. Any comments? All
right, so much for rrance.

MR, GOCKING: I would like to see what comes out
when we get into Spain. We have had Great Britain, Demmark, the
Netherlands and France. How much of West Indian records are best
preserved in the capitol of those countries, and how great will
be the need in the near future for these small independent terri-
tories to find some means, or to get the cooperation of these
metropolitan countries, tc publish Guides, first of all, to their
archives relating to these territories and also to go further in
practice, to cooperate to provide at least microfilms of those
portions of the archives that these developing countries migiht
call on them to provide. You remember yourself, Sir, that the
Americans had to spend a great fortune in going to Britain and the
rest of Europe, to discover what part of their records was there
and to make it available to yourself and your own scholars. You
are a rich nation. We are very small and poor, and I wish the
conference would come to some sort of resolution in dﬁe course

that takes account of this sitvation and make some sort of
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recommendation in good charity and good will.

DR. DIX: Very well put. I think we must certainly
address ourselves to that.

MRS. SPVEPARD: 1711 suggest perhaps Mr. Gocking and
Mr. Birkelund can collaborate and work out a resolution relative
to acquiring the records relating to the Caribbean area ffom the
former metropolitan countries.

MR, PAULA: I think of course we don't have Italy
on our list as a colonizing power in the Caribbean, but very im-
portant also is the Archives of the Propaganda FIDEI. I have been
privileged to spend about eight years in Rome and I know that the
Library of the Propaganda FIDEI contaings & lot of information
about this area. I am not able right now to give you details but
we should not forget that this is a rich source about these areas,
from missionaries" reports to their bishops, and bishops'reports
to their sees, so we might be very surprised at how many documents
exist in this particular library about not only the Caribbean area
but about all countries of the world.

DR. DIX: What library was that?

MR. PAULA: Tropaganda FIDEI, or Propagation of the
Faith Library, in Rome.

MISS BAA: Did you find documents in the Vatican?

MR. PAULA: Oh, yes. Not only in this particular
library, but in many libraries of Orders and Congregations working
in this area.

DR. DIX: Well, about Spain. Mr. McDonald tried to

get someone from Spain and was unable. Is anyone prepared to say
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anything at all about the Spanish resources? 1 know the Archives
of the Indies is full of important materials on the former Spanish
colonies.

MRS. SHEPARD: As far as Spain 1s concerned, in the
library field itself, I would say a few principal sources are pro-
bably the National Library, the Institute of Hispanic Culture in
Madrid, and the Institute of Spanish American Studies in Seville.

As for archives, there are a number of archives in Spain which have
material concerning the Caribbean as well as of the rest of Latin
America. These are gcattered throughout, I think, fivé archives,
including the one in Madrid which is the very best organized. There
are also archives in the Ministry of the Mines, for instance, that
are extremely important because it is not only historical informa-
tion which is important but scientific information recorded by many
Spanisi riestsj scientific information which since that time mno

one has had any time to bring out or to use, such as measurements

as well as mineral resources and the like. <’1’he most famous of course
is the Spanish Archives of the Indies in Seville and, within the last
year, diplomats from the government of Spain and the Organization

of American States have signed an agreement whereby the Organization
of American States is to collaborate with Spain in completing the
cataloguing of the Archives of the Indies and publishing f:hat cata-
logue. This agreement was not signed by technicians so it was
necessary to find out what was involved in this collaboration. I'll
make my story short, in any case I discovered on my way to Madrid

in September to attend the International Conference on Council of

Archives that no cataloging had been done since the 18th century.
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However, because of the possibility of this collaboration on the
part of the Organization ﬁf American States, electricity 1is being
installed in the Archives of the Indies, including air condition-
ing and heating. New stacks are being installed in what was once
a research room in the bagsement which was the only space in which
the archives could be used in the summer, where the temperature
gets up to about 108 cdegrees for a couple of months. This research
room has heen converted fnto a depository and the rows of documents
which are filed behind will be placed into the new depository, as
well as six thousand Legajos which turned up in the last 20 years
and are completely unidentified. Despite the fact that this is
perhaps the richest treasure of documents that there 18, it is Gery
frequently said that cnly certain secticas are the ones most used.
The reason, apparently, is that these are the onlv ones that have
been registered and about which any type of iunventory has been
made., Thils comhrises about 60 or 70 thousand Legajos, whick is a
big collection of documents, but the greater portion of that has
not been inventoried.

Fortunately, in the last few months the National Archives in
Washington has carried on an experiment utilizing computers in the
indexing of archives. By utilizing these technologies of the com-
puter with microfilming (Interfacing) archives may be more effi-
ciently registered and indexed. One new archivist, Samuel Potter,
who didn't get here to this meeting, is extremely interested in
the Applicetiofi dE-the new technologies and the electricity in-
stalled in the Archives of the Indies at Seville has been under

his supervision; it will permit the use of this electronic eguipment
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as-well as air conditioning in addition to just merely lighting.

. 'The Organization of American States has also officially con~

sidered this in the hnpe that member states would ebmehqw or other

cooperate to pool funds for carrying on this program; but when the
situation was reviewed it was found that a minimum of reliable
information on the subject was available and ﬁoréover it was.impos-
sible to determiné what the ‘cost woﬁld be and how long it would
take to complete the catalopuing. I felt I was called upon to do
a considerable amount of 1uvesgigation, and comp;red a nunber_of
memoranda concerning microfilming heédSe The Spaﬁish govermment
has been very reluetarit to allow microfilming to be carried out on
its archives and yet liistorians and archivists feel that it is
useless to do adythiﬁg less than a complete series.

Much work has been done, and large sums of money expended from
the United States, by persons and institutions who ere trying to
find out what dgcumentd~iﬁ the Archives of the Indies éélaﬁe to the
Unitéed States. Most‘qf the work has been done by 1nd£viduals who
have thiir own ideas about what dqcﬁmeﬁts are importaht; but this
is é variable féctorvbased"on the necessity of each individual
project. So we -had been hoping that there would be freef access for -
microfilhing the Atchivesjof the Indies. ‘

Eafliet this ﬁorning; I referred to tlie need for the liberation
of the archives. including microfilming of whole series of documents,
not merely selected omes. By January of this year we reali;ed that
we needed to bring togethér oxperts from the National Archiies in

Washington and.the Libraty of Congress with diplomatic experé from

the Organization.of American States and the govermment of Spai » in

73 80



order that we may have an understanding of what is involved. We

-had a half-day meeting--I believe it was in Washington--and shortly

thereafter a Report was prepared of the findings of this meeting.

On the basis of that Report, a Technical Committee was to be formed
which would meet in Seville with Spanish archivists. This Techni~
cal Committee would probably consist of 10 persons from the Western
Hemisphere, Latin America, United States and perhaps Canada, two
European archivists who would be named by the International Council
on Archives which has a Special Advisory Committee to developing
countries on whatJfo do about arctives, and an equal number of
archivists from Sbain. Many others from Spain feel the necessity of
a meeting, the purpose of which should be to review the present
situation of the archives and, with the advice of experts, determine
what needs to be done.

One thing seems to be most feasible~-our next step should be a
pilot study, tq'take perhaps three years, which will explore more in
depth vhat 1s involved and how the archives should be microfilmed
first, and how 19dexed, especially by use of computer and with the
possibtility of a:computer print-out to serve as printed catalogue.
This would make it possible to igsue up~to-date printed c;talogues
if this is desirable and at least give access to the information not
onlv in filesﬂybut also stored on computer tapes, as well as micro-
filmed cop;es;for distribution with a master negative stored for
security bu;ﬁoées.

As sooﬁ,as the report vas completed it was submitted to the
Nat ional E#;owment for the i'umanities, requesting a grant of $10,000
to make 7Essible this meeting in Seville. It seems quite likely
that,onqg the meeting in Seville is held, the Council
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on Library Rescurces would be able to provide the money for the
feasibility study of a pilot project at the end of which we will
know a little more about what is involved in bringing this tremen-
dous treasure of historical material on the Western hemisgphere into
completeg, usable form.

DR. DIX: Thank you very much. A very disceuzagihg
picture, but I guess it 8ll iakes time. Now, that winds up, I
think, our discussion of the European resources. It has been our
intention to adjourn these meetings at 4:30. I think we had better
hold to that and defer until tomorrow some discussion of the main-
land United States depositories. This will take a long time but we
will try to do that tomorrow. I suggest then that we recess until
tomorrow at nine o'clock promptly in this room. Thank you.

{The meeting was adjourned to reconvene the

following morning.)

TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 1969,'%¥'A.M.

DR. DIX: Today it is our intention to turn to some
summary of the ineeds. We alwost finished our summary of the re-~

sources that exist. We have not covered the resources in the United

States and. 1 would like to start with that this morning very briefly

because we should have finished that yesterday. Mrs. Shepard, why
don't you say something about Caribbean resources in the United
States.

QRS. SHEPARD: Well, Irene Zimmerman knows far more

about: this than I co, inasmuch as the University of Florida at

75 82



Gainesville has distinguished itself especially with the

Caribbean and is the institution in the United States thgt has been
responsible within the Farmington Plan for materials in the
Caribbean. She will probably also talk about colléctions at the
University of Miami at Coral Gables, which im recent years has be~
come concerned with Latin American and Caribbean materials. I
understand recently that the College of the State of New York has
created an Institute of Puerto Rican Affairs. As far as I know,
no other institution of higher learning in the United States has
concerned itself especially with this, but I'll assume it wouldn't
be too long before there will be others. Of course as far as
documentary materials of the Caribbean Area are concerned, the
National Archives in Washington has bean especially interested in
acquiring all of the records and the history of the United States.
They have hot only acquired the recordq of the govermment itself
but have also made copiee of records from the Archives of the.
Indies and from elsewhere.

The Library of Congress, too, has a rather large manuscript
collection and archival collectipn of records concerning the his-
tory of the United States and, as far as the French territories in
the Caribhean are concerned, 1 am sure they must have received a
rather large amount of records or references because they have em~
ployed an American living in Paris to be responsible for acquiring
o’ crofilm copies of records regarding the history of the United
States, from Europe, I would think that in Tulane University,
which concerns itself with Central América, there must be also

material concerning the Caribbean area as such.
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As far as the Pén American Union is concerned there was a
time when it neglected the Caribbean area and when I arrived on
the scene they were not collecting anything regarding Puerto Rico.

I changed that immediately.

There are a number of institutions in the United States that
ﬁave concerned themselves especially with Mexico, of course, agq if
you can consider that part of the Caribbean, there are tremendous
collections at the University of Texas and the University of
California at Berkeley. I think there are more than 150 different
areas study programs in the United States now, that are collecting
‘materials from Latin America and the Caribbean. We in the QOAS were
talking ahout the Caribbean, we ars thinking of the countries which
are members of the Organization of American States, but through our
activities with SALALN we have to concern ourselves with all of the
Caribbean codntriea, not jus: those which are members of the Organi-~
zation of American States.

ﬁR.>DIX: Thank you wvery much. .Mr. Alden.

MR. ALDEN: I think I should speak not only for Bosto_n.
but for some of the institutions in New England. Boston which has
Caribbean materials seems to be less known than it should be. Let's
face it, there is Q tremendous amount of historical material in the
1ibraries of Providence, Boston and Cambridge. That is well, I
suppose, because the connection between New England and the
Caribbean began in the 17th century and contin_ued well into the
19th. Thei. primary place among New England collections of
Caribbean materials is unquestionably the John Carter Brown Library

in Providence. One thinks of it as Americana; John Carter Brown's
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concept of Americana is indeed linked with the Caribbean. I suspect
the best collection of historical materials ig at the John Carter
Brown Library. Tremendous collections are preserved and they will
become richer because through the library they are committed for a
long time to collecting materials only through the year 1800, but

it is now coliectipg materials especially for the Caribbean until
independence. This is the John‘Carter Brown Library, rather great
in scope. They also seem to have money. No library ever has enough
money, but John Carter Brown seems to find enough money to carry out
this aspect of their responsibilities.

In Boston the Massachusetts Historical Society is not itself
exclusively devoted to Massachusetts. It has Caribbean manugcripta,
materials which will be”come known. A survey of Caribbean manu-
scripts 1is being prepared by Mr. Ingram of the University of West
Indies at the moment. (He is presently in residence at the Univer-
sity in Enpland.}.

The nucleus of the Caribbean collection at Boston Public
Library was formed by a New Englander named Benjamin Hunt who in
1840 went down to-Port»au-frince, Haiti, as a merchant and also be-
came the United States COunSei at Port-au Prince. He was there in
1840 and I am ashamed to say I am not certain when he left Haiti to
réturn to the states and to settle in Philadelphia. He was first
of all a merchant and Counsel. He was also interested in the
emancipation and collected materials relating to Haiti and after
his retirement he dealt specifically in coliecting other materials
of the Caribbean in general. He brought together a good collection
of materials relating to the Caribbean in general with pérticulaf

reference to Haiti, up to the time of Santa Anna.
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How old the collection is I ém not prepared to say, I just
think 1t is very pood. Mr. Combs was kind enough to quote Mr.
Fishér as saying our collection of printed materials is the best
in existence. 1'll take a somewhat more modest stand. Mr, Fisher
once met my predecessor and I suspect Mr. Fisher is simply guoting
him, for he had a way of saying his collection was the best in the
world. This isn't always true, as much as I'd like to believe the
Boston Puhblic Library collection of Asian prihted material is the
best; well, I can't quite see any absolute, so I take an objective
stand in this case. |

Suppiementing Mr. Hunt's collection of materials from the great
Americana collection, and the books relating to the Caribbean parti-
culzrly on emancipation are derived mainly from the collections of
two eminent leaqlers of abolition in New Fngland, William Lloyd Gar-
riscn and Wende'l Phillips. Garrison and Phillips iound in
emancipatfon in the West Indies stirulus, challenge and accomplish-
ment to keep up their strugples when things were going rather badly.
Emancipation in 1834 was regularly commemorated in Doston until
quite recently,

Having materials, getting materials, is nof eﬁoughi it 1sv
necessary to let people koow that it is there. This is particularly
difficult in a public lfbrary. The Boston Public Library is a great
research institution, and one of its fields is the Caribbean and the
abolitionist merment.

We are trying to catalogue materials as éxpeditiously and as
quickly as possible. When I find something reﬁarkable, I send re~-
leases off to the Institute of Jamaica so that théy'can serve as a

clearinghouse fnf certain ty»ses of materials. This, I think, may
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give you some notion that the Boston Public Library cares and is con-
cerned with the Caribbean. I hoﬁe you forgive us for possessing
things in Boston,lpargicularly if weldo our best to make it known

to yvou. We welcome you with cpen arms.

DR; DIX: Thank vou, Mr. Alden. Mr. Alden‘mentioned _
the collection of the John (arter Brown Library, and I put on the
exhibit table their booklet entitled OPPORTUNITY FOR RESEARCH,
copieé of which you can procure it vou wish from John Aldeﬁ. 1
should mention at this time that we did get a small exhibit table.

Dr. Zimmerman, will you tell us something abbut what.is going
on in Gainesville and perhaps Miami?

DR, ZI'MERMAl:: 1'll begin with current bibliography
on the areca.

DR. DIX: Let me interrupt. We are still on yester-
day's discﬁssian of resources. We should be right where you were
starting, but we will come to that; simply give us a thumbnail
sketch of the esvallability of resources in this area.

DR.-ZIHMERHAN: Yes. Our Caribbean resources‘don't
begin to matéﬂ those nf John Carter Brown Library or Boston Public
Library. Wg started with the Caribhean or West Indian colléction
in 1951 and colleétéd under the Farmington Plan, with emphasis on

| securing current materials, so we have them. We have been williqg to
build our collection on that basis And we have acquired works suit-
able for scholarly research and broad general subjects insofar as
possible from alil Caribbean countrles., The Farmington Plan‘is simply.
a means of acquiring rmaterials of local imprint from the areas. We
buy materjals from the Cartbbean, about the Caribbean, and by people

of the Caribbean. Our collection serves the undergraduate as well
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as graduate courses.

Other libraries in the area, such as the Univerqity of Miami,
are well known. Ve ha§e had a very good collection of current news
materials and of course we buy retrospective materials as we can,
and work toward the present. We have been relaxing our effort to
secure Culan materials somewhat. TFecr those of you who did not know
the sad fact, Dr. Fermin Peraza, wellknown Cuban bibliographer, died
on January 31lst of this year; but his bibliog;aphical work is being

continued

e e i

Dél DIX: ‘just a summary on resources. Now, it appears to me we
‘have represente! here all of the strong collections. I assume that
in *he Lihbrary of Congress, the Hispanic Foundation has a strong
collection on the Caribbean as well as on the rest of Latin America,
but 1 think we 1id waat to ¢mphasizc these particular libraries.

| Now, Mrs. Porter has cclliected & good deal of material on the
Negro and has h:een, I gather, hroadening her interest as increasing
deminds in almost all of the United States have come for this kind of
material. It is a real renaissance of interest, perhaps long over-
due: Al) of us are beginning to look around for materials on black
culture. I think Mrs. Porter will tell us something about her
collections at Howard University, and anything more Shg wants to say
on this particular subject.

IRS. PORTER: Well, 7 think most of you know that

Howird University was established in 1867 to aid and educate the
ﬁéwly emancipated slave. The original intention was interracial
education, and the f;tst graduates were four white students. It
ﬁlwhys has been open to botlhi races and we have a very large inter-~

racial faculty. Whether or not we are able to stay interracial and
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international, which we are, I do not now know. However, with the
emphasis he'ixq_z on the Negro it was natural for us to develop a Negro -
collection. Today I must put "Negro™ in quotes. I cannot use the
term as a rule in Washington, I”11 be corrected to say 'black'.

But back in 1914 a memh:er of the Board of Trustees decided that
Howard University should have a collection on the Negro, and he gpave
his private collvection of some three thousand items to the Univer-
sity as a start. This was the first, and it was a basic collection.
But prior to that time, whern Samuel Mabis was collecting aholition-
ist material for‘ Cornell and Lewis Phillips was collecting for Boston

Universit, Lewis Tapnan, also a well known abolitionist, was deciding

"what to do with his collection. T read some letters in the Publie

Library a few vears ago stating that those two men were trying to
versuade lLewis Tappan to éive bis collection %o Cornell, buck Tap.lihn
decided inste;ad ta pive it to Howard University. With the Tappan
Collection, ‘altnoﬁgh i1t had been collected in 1873, many years prior l.
to 1914, we did fece’ive a 1nrge numi)er of pamphlets, documents, and |
manuscripts cdmie&ed with the slave trade and wi-t_h the West Indies.
To begin with, i1a my time at .zhe 'ﬁniversity 1 was tolé that
nothing had evér heen done with any of these materials. The cu'r.r:l-
culvm included American Negro and Africa but for many years no
courses were given on Africa. I felt that &fricanm background was
important and whén I hegan to acquire material on Africa I found that
gome thines rel.ate.to fhe Caribbean. This follows the course of the
history cf slaycry in the New World,--for which the Caribbean wﬁs the
cracle. 7The first African studies necessitated that I should turm
my attention to the African materials, but now this whole mushroom

growvth of black studies has enveloped us. Our Negro Collection has
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enveloped us. .Our Negro Collection has been very well described in
articles and in bibliographies which we have issued. The collection
grew to 3,000 items, this secms a very small collection in terms of
today. I have catalofued and indexed over 5,000 items; possibly
2,000 or 2,500 are still uncatalopued by and about the Negro, but
also including the Caribbean. We have not had a policy of plenty

of money to buy and acquire. We have not sent people off on buying
projects. I had to depend lirgely oa gifts and the manuscript
material, of which we have abont 50,000 indexed items, has been ac-
quirgd for the most part as «ifts.

When Dr. Eric Williams was on the faculty, he vas interested in
Latin America, and with Dr. lercer Cooke who was interested in Haiti,
I began svstematicnlly to icsk toward the Caribbean area. Dr.
Wiiliams frequently borrowed African newspapers and African materials.
There were no established guide lines for acquisitions from the
Caribbean; but those expericnced ren on our faculty. including Dr.
Rayrond Blackman who “as written hocks on Santo Domingo and Halti,
urgcd me to collect Ciribbean materials. So today we have about
2,200 boo!'s and pamphiets, vhich are catalogued, and which come from
neayly al: the islands of tle Cariblean. A quick check of the
coliection on tie day before I care here found 765 titles for Baiti,
250 for Jimaica, 140 for Trinidad and Tobago, and I noticed that a
few of the publications had begun tu disintegrate. However, today I
am t.rying to collect everything published on the Caribbean. Now
thatt T am getting acquainted with the Caribbean materials, I will
take time from the Afro-American scene to locate 1te@s of interest
for those who need them. It may be recalled that iéiBSO or perhaps

before, t.th the American Gclonization Society and the New York
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Colonization Society were considering Haiti, Honduras and Central
America better places to migrate to than repatriation in Africa.
There was a good bit of correspondence on this proposal between
Frenchmen in Haiti and those persons from New England, as to
wvhether or not the American Negro could be sent to Haiti to work
out such plans. I have just one letter of which I have put a copy
on the bulletin board. We dn have & number of letters which were
sent by American Negroes who went. tc Haiti and, a few, to Jamaica;
besides letters from some missionaries or travellers who went to the
Caribbean for rcasons of health. Farly tourists in the country
wrote bacl to their friends concerning the country, and many of the
letters pive a ~lear description of what was going on during that
time. I laYe hastily gatherad Logefher & few pnages of some items
in the collecticn and have echiblted them on the bulletin hoard.

Mr. tervieu noter that [ exhibited a page from the REVIEW OF
COLCNIES. A friend of his asked him to try to find a set for hiw.

We have a complcte filje. I don't think I even catalogued it, I
picked it up benaﬁsé it has such an intéresting photograph on tﬁe
title.paac and hecause of a 19th century map in this book on Jaﬁaican
hisfory. Perhaps I should attempt to microfilm many of fhese items.
This is the kind of material which is scattered throughout this
American Negro collection. The African materials have been kept
separate.

Those of ycu who use the Dewey lecimal System know how difficult
it is to rlassify these materials from different countries. I have
made expansions to adjut to Negro materials and materials in other
countries. We have listed most of our manuscripts and I did note
that a number of them have becen written in the Carithean. I think we

need to suoplemcnt our list of master theses. I believe that if we
o .
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can obtain some help in working with our manuscripts, which I hope to
do in the summer, that we will be able to locate manuscripts froﬁ
many of the Caribbean areas.

At Howard the Caribbean materials have not been used extensive-
ly. Of course the African materials have been, and I can see that
before long peornle will be going into this relationship_between
Africa and the Caribbean arei. Therefore I ém‘going back to try as
quickly as possible to discover wﬁat I actually have of the |
Caribbean area.

OR. DIX: Thank you very much. Are there any ques-
tions of jirs. Porter? Obviocusly, she has a mine of materials that
have not been explored, Dr. Zimmerman.

DR..ZIMMERMANz I think I should supplement my state-
ment right now, I omitted part of our collection as it pertains to
African studies. This relationship between the West Indies and
Africa was broucht up, and ve do have a fairly stronz collection in
thag respect. [ should mention that we do have a fairly strong manu-
script coilecti:n for a period of Haitian history, a special collec~
tior., I think it is quite possible that our Haitian gollection and
Dominican Repuhl!ic collecticn, certainly for the more recent
material, may be among the strongest anywhere.

DR. DIX: Thank you.

MRS. PORTER: It is obvious that we need many biblio-
graphies so Qe can chgck our holdings against other collections to
know what we have and what we ought to have. I don't know what
anyone thinks about union catalogues. The union catalogue of the
Library of Congress is helpful, actually, and might locate items of
Caribbean materials. Whethe: this can be based in the United States

or in one of the Caribbean cruntries I don't know, but this is one
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of the things I'd like to see: cooperative cataloguing of Carib;
bean materials. Unless we have money for staff it would be very
difficult to acquire materials year after year and never see them
processed. The university pives thousands of dollars for books, es~
pecially African and Afro~American fields, but they will not give
salaries for cataloguing or for processing.

PR, DI¥: That sounds famjliar. I tﬁink we must cut
off discussion of the background at this point. We have had a brief
and super“icial account of the resources that are available for the
stuldy of this particular area of the world. We will now turn our
attention to what we ire going to do about it: how we make these re-
sources available, how we add to them. It is a good stopping point
and I think, if coffe: is ready, we will take not more than 15
minutes for the coffer break.

“AFTER COFFEE BREAK)

. All rieht, 1et;s get on with the discussion. We are now at the
third session, ''Needs of Caribtbean Libraries”. As I said, it seems
to me vhat we should get to haw is what or how we make use of all
this. How do we make contact between the man and the book, what do
Qe need to do to improve this contact? We have three pedple who hava
beer alerted to say something about hibliographic control. I think
perlaps, Ur. Z2immerman, we ought to start with you.

DR. ZIMMERMAN: I think perhaps we ought to start
witlh Mr. Breen to talk about Caribbean bibliography, and then Mrs.
Cardona will talk about some events of the current bibliography.

DR. DIX: This is a1]_very informal. Mr. Breen has, 1
think, a naper prepared by Mrs. De La Torre of the Caribbean Economic
Development Corporation in Yuerto Rico (CODECA), which he is ready

to read.
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MR. BREEN: Let me mention one thing about th{o
paper. I had to revise a bit here and there. It is now our paper.
I think, first of all, I'll restate what the Caribbean Regional
Library is. You have heard mention of it yesterday as background,
its history, what it attempted to do and what it did. It had
another name, The Caribbean Commission. Today I can say it ié a
collection of some 90,000 volumes covering the social uciences. It
is a depository for United Nations publications and recipient of
government publications of the area. There is a newspaper clipping
file which is indexed, again, indexed to the social sciences. It
covers newspapers cf the area.. There is a photoduplicating sec-
tion and copies are wade available; and as far as access to the
library is concerned, there are no special qualifications for usiag
the material in the library. However, I think there is some
difficulty about: lending material for home use out of the library.
That has to do with the question of distances involved, etc. Now,
with this duplicating equipment, I am sure we can get arodnd this.

Secondly, the library is noted for its off-again-on-again
publication of the CURRENT CARIBBEAN BIBLIOGRAPHY. For those of
you not too familiar with it. wé will say that it is an index to
items published in or about the Caribbean, covering all subjects.

On that note, 1% like to jump quickly into a prepared brief
here on the involvement of the government of Puerto Rico to the
Caribbean Regional Library. The govermment of Puérto Rico,
trustee for the Caribbean library now called céribbean Regional
Library, clearly recognizes the importance of the library to the

region. In its proposal obtaining the trusteeship of the library,
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it agrees with the question of Caribbean acquisitions and permits
itself to maintain thé library as a separate unit, tc maintain the

library for the henefit of the entire region, including the loan

of books by mail and turning out special requests for research. It~

was committed to developing and sﬁstaining the collection along

the lines of spccial !nterest, and to mairtaining it as a source

of reference for étudent researchcrs studying conditions in the
Caribbean area. It further. proposed to be responsible for upd#ting
the CURRE:T CARTBBEAN BILLIOGRAPHY; to continue publication and
circulation and to utilize rodern methods and techniques for
information gathering and dissemination in this area; to seek thé
assistance of all possible rources to decrease the value
deficiencv of the service of the library: and, lastly, to issue

clezringhouse information as a library service to all areas of

‘govermment.

These points that are mentioned 1'11 come back to later, but
1 want to make clear that there is an agreement by the fovermment

of TMuerto Nico to maintain this library. We have heard vesterday

also of the work that has been going on since 1961 in taking some

specific steps to increase communication in the area--to overcome
the problams ofuduplication.and the lack of tréined Dersonﬁel to
carry out library functions. One of the plans proposed is the
establishment of a bibliographic cehter in the area, to serve the
area. Since 1961 there have.been a number of attempts to get the
project started and, always because of the lack of funds, we have
this continuity of effort, then after two or three years & burst
of energy. At this point now, I'd iike to bring up the effort of

the Caribbean‘library to further the bibliographic center concept.
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the 1ibrary is an intepral part of the Caribbean F.conomic
Doevelopment Cornoratinn in P'uerto Rico, which is the successor body
to the Caribbean Orpanization and custodian of the library. The -
caribbean Fconomic Development Corporation considered it desirable
to have this bibliorraphic center at the library, and began with
contracting a Svstem Dev=alopment Corporation to do a studv on the
iibrary, on the feasibility of converging the working‘center, and -
to nive some sort of scheduled plans plus funding for this operation.
This basic prelininary design for the establishment of the center
was prepared at the time taking into consideration just the known
resnronsibility of the library. There wasn't enough time or funds
available to go to each community and find out its problems, its
needs, it: desires., So CODECA Qent ahead and contracted for the
study. At the completion of the study a conference was called in
which we invited representatives of the ~ommunity of the Caribbean
to examin: the nlan, ~riticize it, tear it apart, and see if we could

coma un v ith a hasic design with which everyone could agree. The

con“erenc2 endid with an endorsem:nt for the project and support for

its contiauvaticn. Wow, when T sa support, please believe me, there

wasn't a 1at p-ssed around. Evervone, I imagine, was waiting to see

how far v2 couid get with tae project, which is ;ndcrstandable. The

profect 1t§e1f. as we saw 1%, was designed to initiate bibliographi-

cal stancards nnd control through a network linking all 1ibraries 1in

the Carilbean area. This integratéd the regional network and weuld

allow for current and comprehensive items of ﬁhe area. We envis-
o

joned a vooperative effort «thich would influence the produqutinn and

distribuiion of local publications, introduce modern techniques for
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our operations, nd ensure the availability of scholars, researchers,
and privnte‘individnals of interest to the areé. We envisioned a
three-face oﬁerwtjon covering, upprnftmately 24 mosths. T'hase One of
the projoct would he Jdirected tovord detailled anélﬁsis nf library
svatem and boob--trained structure of each Caribheén community, re-
sulting in studies specifie to acauisition techniﬁues, library
developnent and biblio; raphi. s;aﬂdatds. Phasg Two was to be con-
cerned with {in:lizins new requir.ments, standardizing data formats,
final des aning of the center and if we got through that phase, then
Phae Thr e, vhich will be irplercntation of desien and would alsé
cover pro:rarm_ inn necessary sche ules of new productions that mieht
come abour, but the main point wi 1 he confinued evaluation of thke
svsten as it be -an operating.

The sstablishrent of the legional Bibliopraphical Center was
exp:eted 0 rescult in standard hibliocgraphic processing, strengtien~
ine of ov:rall “iblicraphic servicz. We alsc planned from this
exprienc: to cyllect cost : taffi.c 1nformation. operation nro-
cedures. aew t¢ “mlagues, ete., ta be made available to institutions
or orgrnizations which are tryine to establish similar centers in
different area:, Ve fully «xpect t- have written rupnrfs in differ-
ent phase s which we v111 distribu.e freely to anvono interested.’

That is what we nlannc'd, and now the facts. The conference was
in :he string ¢f 1967, I hetieve. ¢ince then--two vears ago--what
we 1ave ¢oine is to update the library fuﬁction with the Caribbesn
Nerional Library so as to produce the.CURRENT CARIBHEAN BIBLIOG#APHY
on zime. This we do as the most important part 6f aur preject to
build up 2xperience and shov capabiliﬁies, which wiil prove that the

1itrary can function. This capability that was introduced into-




libraries has some characterizations that I'd like to éxplain to you.
We began to desisn a standardized worksheet able to contain all ele-
ments of bibliorraphic information now used by the Caribbean Regional
Library. The worksheet, however, had to be capable of handling
additional elements without major revision. We were planning this
for introduction into other communities with slighﬁly different re-
quirements for hibliographic identification. Also, we established
procedures and methods covering all aspects of libraries. This we
did following the worksheet from the :anual reporting of information
to conversion to machine. We prepared specifications for computer
programming in order to prepare ourselves for actual use of the
computer and, lastly, we finished the program system. We were aim-
iﬁg toward putting the term "current” in the phrase "current and
comprehensive bibliography'. In order to become comprehensive we
had to have the interaction of the area, but we felt at least we had
taken the first step. The benefits which we expected from this
capability are, first of all. biS]ionraphic information and the
machinery to perform available comnuter information. One point 1
should like to make: -we.accepted the MARC 11 format of the Library
of Congress. Why MARC 11?7 ‘ell, we consider first thé Caribbean
Regional l.ibrarv's néeds. We also recognize the fact that the
Library of Congress is omne cf the largesi distributors of cata-
loguing infrrmation and, thirdly, the format they have devised
allows for, as far as I can See, just about any descriptive biblio-
graphic information that can be available.

Another benefit froﬁ this installed capability is that we
hope to produce a monthly supplement in the corporate biblio-
graphy reflecting all information required by the library, or re-

ported to the library by other communities. We expect that the
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current bibliography can be assemblell on a strict annual basis.

The worksheet concept that we have devised was strictly a
general aid. The introduction of the automated technician staff
has resulted in experience, a factor which is going to prove
valuable to any subsequent work we do there. One of the librarians
attended the conference in Mayaguez which I.B.M. gave about two weéks
apo; she vas very impnressed with the introduction of the program
itself, but explained that she was quite confident that, because of
her experience in thé Regional Library, she was not completely lost.

Mur plan for intesrnal capability did not call for a computer to
be housed in the library itself. Through an agreement with the
Universityr of Puerto Rico, we took advantage of their computer com-
plex. Ve have lLiad much success with acquiring computer time; the
only disadvantatr te such a werking agreement, where no strict
schedule is kept and no funds are transferred, is that we expected
them to do our keypunching of the materisl and this proved to be a
handicap. They themselves vare ir a period of transition and had
their own problem with keypunching, and as a result we were both in

_trouble. So, as it stands today, CODECA has contracted for keypunch
exncrt service to keep to strict :chedules for publication of the
monthly snpplements.

Ve are hoping to stick to strict schedules now, because of our
contracts for kcypunching material. So far the worksheet concept
has taken hold in the library. Tle problem that we have is sche-
duling corputers to fit in with the working staff. The computer
natuvrally has to be run at night when we are not interfering with -
the repular university work. However, this is just a minor thing.

We feel confident at this point that the library is at the stage



where it can take the next step, Phase One of the project,

The director has mentioned a few items here about the work of
the past two years, stating that libraries with major Caribbean
holdings are reporting their acquisitions. The information trans-
forms the CURRENT CARIBBEAN BIBLINCRAPHY into a partial union list.
The record format that we are using utilizes fields that will take
location codes. We ake starting small in this particular area. We
want to be able to direct questions to the nearest location for
material. We can see that, if we were able to code location on every
item, we will soon be able to give every community a union list which
will be as good as what they contribute:.to the prsject.

The institutions that have participated in the project up to
this moment;-when 1 say project I am thinking in the terms of the
last two vears--vary from year t6 year with the contributions that
are sent it. I should make one other point: these represent
libraries and not governments of the communities, which normally
send their reports to the Library., We have'the University of the
West Indies, the Institute of Jamaica, U.S. Virgin Islands Division
of Liﬁraries and Museums, Dominican Republig, University of Puerto
Rico, University of Florida at Gainesville, Library of Congress,
and Martinique. This is a partial list, but it represents the
contributors over the last few years.

We also want to say that the photocopying and microfilming ser-
vice that we have now lénds support to this bibliographic center
concept: the péssibility of copying.the hard-to-get item itself
without even giving lip service to the legality. This.is readily
done at the Caribbean Regional Library.

I have mentioned the University of Puerto Rico with its contri-
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bution of computer facilities; we have &lso had a constant working
gelationship with the Virgin Islénds. We have had three librarians
from the Viigin Islands come to the Caribbean Regional Libfary to
get acquainted with our method of catalogning, with worksheet con-
cept and, well, just to get peneral familiarity with the Library so
that this was not a strange effort any longer. Hopefdlly, this ex—.
périence will be the basis for fu;ther cooperation; the exact de-
tails I hooe we will get to later.

I am also prepared to say that s:e have mailed January, 1969
supplements to almost everyone, Fehruary supplements are at the
printer, and March worksheets are now accumulated to some 250 items
and we exrect to cut off any day now, because it is getting bulkyy,
and will ret the supplements out as quickly as possible.

I sheald like to stop mow with this description of the work. I
thin we have briefly covered exactly what we are deing at this
poinz. However I would 1ik: to change my télk from that of a
normil tecaniciin énd librarian to a piea for assistance. In my
kind of werk we éee.quite a few projects of this_type wither and dig
on tﬁe Qine, an’ one doesn't like to talk about these efforts affer.
a while. We becan this proj~ct back in 1966, and it is 1969 now,
and e have yet to start Phase One. My plea begins with a question
to the conference: Would it be in order to draft some sort of a
‘thant you to the Governor of Puerto Rico for his support in the past
and ‘or the continued suppor* 1€-the future? 1 tﬁink this will helﬁ.
In 1line with this wé have just learned that the Bureau of the Budget
of Puerto Rico has approved‘ the concupt of the Bibliographic Center
withiln Caribbean Reeional Library. They have approved no funds us
vet. At least this is a step in the right directior, and ve are
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happy to have this; but 1 think if we can get the attention of a
good working group like this to the Governor, it will pive the
Government a little spark to continue with the project. I think we
need it at this point. I want to say that Mise Baa has been cooper-
ating with us continually. We hope to sit down very shortly on
matters confiner to some specific areas, but we hope that we can
continue to work on the project itself and benefit each other as well.
Yesterday someone mentioned that it was time to update a sur-
vey describing the library systems in the area. I agree fully. 1
am interested in this project and ‘have some information which will be
of help to the project itself. I would like to suggest, or recommend,
that maybe some of us should sit down and decide if an extended -
questionnaire is advisable. Not only would this update where librar-~
ies are and what holdings they have, but <haps like myself may be
able to get some knowledge of hol&ings, classifications being used,
staffing problems, backlog, suggsestions, space, comments, etc. This
will be extremely helpful to the project. We envisioned at one time
sprecading peopla out all over the area to gather information. If we
can get people behind »the ques_»tﬂi_omlnai__.re‘ gpproach it will be helpfu)..
And, la.sflv, I aga_in. plead f_or' voliml_:_eers. We have Been“dgi::l\g
some prel:minary talks on this su‘t_)ject, but we have in mind éeiect-
ing one ot the communities in the areca to cooperate with the Carib-
bean Regional Library and in fact to act as a network model. we
envision right now just a three-month test where we would control
acquisition, processing, or any other types of assistance, and thén
evaluate the project to see how successful we have been. This, I
believe, will give us some clue to overall plans reparding indivi-

dual needs. No system can really be cousidered advisable and worth-
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while until it is usable and at this moment we don't know all the

information. I am using'the community libraries themgelves. Be-

fore I break dowﬁ in tears I want to stop. I have begun to assoc-
iate with my customer to the point where ihis project is very dear
to me. 1If anyone h#s any suggestions or comments I wbuld like to

hear then night now.

"DR, DIX: Thank you very much. I see no reason for
tearé, this is moving faster than a lot of things on the mainland.
Before we respond to Mr. Breen with questions, requests or sug-
gestions, let's put this whole thing together and go immediately
to Mrs. Cardona and what she has to say on this whole area.

MRS. CARDONA: I will limit myself to the "Current
Bibliography" which anpears in the wquarterly journal of the Insti-
tite of Catibbean Studies, CARIBBEAN STUDIES. To compile this
bibliocgraphy we scan large lists of Caribbean publications, but we
are trying to limit ourselves to publications by universities and
young societies. institutions, é;c., in which we 'find articles of
interest to Caribbean scholars. However, we 1nc1ude articles éf |
general interésé,itoo.“JWe”recéiﬁe,mqst'qf the accessions ‘1ist from
Caribbean libraries, the "cen'tfax’r;mr&éy' of Trinidad, iﬁdustiﬁ1 :
Relations'Corporation of Trinidad, Caribbean Institute, and ;heﬁ we
also gd to bibliographies of other societies, of academies, qf‘the
Caribbean countries and circum-Caribbean countries-~-because we also
1nc1ﬁde these in our bibliographies'and consider them Caribbean,
such as Vcnezuela, Columbia, Central America and the Guyanas. Then
we also list books, of course, because most of you‘proBably know
that "Current BRibliography" includes books, pamphlets, articles,
etc. 'For books, we of course have the resources of the General

@ Library of the University of “uerto Rico. Dra. DeRosa is the head
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of the Exchange Department, and I :evise all the new books she re~ .
ceives in exchangé, so we list in that way all the new additions to
the Puerto Rican 1library. We also receive periodical lists from
publishers and so we try to be as comprehensive as possible. But
our main objective is to have it published as soon as possible. |
Ve try to have very accurate bibliographic description, but if we
learn of the book and title and, for instance, we lack the pag-
ings, we 1list it because we think it will be useful to know of it.
In this wayv we try to be as up~to-date as possible. Our journal is
published four times a year, as T said. Yesterday when I was
speaking of the Puerto Rican libraries I am afraid I didn't empha-
size the fact that the library has very large coléections of
Caribbean materials. Tliis miterial has been acquired through the
Institute of Caribbean Studies. The Institute recommends to the
library books on Caribbean subjects, reports the flow of studies
and research that is being conducted at the Institute, and of course
all these mater'als are available to all in the Caribbean area so
everyone can learn what program the library has. I was told t;hat
there is ¢ very gocd program in the College of the Virgin Islands,
and all of you are welcome to learn about it; Of course you know
the publication of the Institute of Caribbean Studies, the journal
called CAFIBBEAN STUDIES; the CARIBBEAN MONTHLY BULLETIN now will
publish the CARJBBEAN EDUCATION BULLE&IN put out by associates ¢f
the Caribbean Lniversity. Also in CARIBBEAN STUDIES, wé publish
once a year a list of Theses of Caribbean Subjects. That is our
total contribution.

Re DIX: Thaak you very much. Dr. Zimmerman.

IR, ZIMMERMAN: Well, I am going to skim through this
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fairly rapidly hecause 1 want to get through the ali-important pro-
ject of Mr. Breen. The place for me to begin undoubtedly is with
CARIBBEAN ACOUISITIONS, which we have been publishing since 1957-58,
partly because Mr. West was concerned that at the time the CURRENT
CARIBBFEAN BIBLIOCRAPHY had togged down. The original idea was that
we would publish CARIBBEAN ACQUISITIONS until the CURRENT CARIBBEAN
BRIBLIOGRAPHY got going again. It is broader, it does cover the
Caribbean as interpreted by our Caribbean Conferences which were held
from 1950 to 1967. So it included Mexico. We have now narrowed that
to the Antilles and Central America. A possibility is someday to
publish a retrospective bibliography from 1950 to 1956 of what we
acquired during that time.

For general and continued bibliographies which are sources of
information concerning the Caribbean there is, of course, the HANDBOOK
OF LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES. It is published by the University of
Florida Press and the Hispanic Foundation, from contributing scholars.

DR. DT{: Thank you very much. Now, fhis is a brief
sumary, take it, of what was going on, what is geing on, and what
is rrojec:ed irn areas of bitliographic control. Let me try my hand
for a second ir a kind of summary of what adequate Bibliographic
control in any repion of the world might be, and then I think I'1l
call on Mrs. Shepard to try to pull together what is going on in this
area, to match against this ideal.

Now, the ideal doesn't exist anywhere in the world, this is an
evolutionary process that we move toward. National bibliographies
exist for many countries, but this area has greater difficultiés
because of the different jurisdictions involved. I1f we could all be

brought together under a current systematic program of reportiny
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everything published in the region, this would be one element. An-
other element would be more retrospective; that is, producing a
series of union catalogues or lists, something comparable to the
catalog of the Library of Congress. Again, that is by no means com-
Plete, but attempts to list the holdings of the libraries which in
turn, therefore, may become a kind of bibliography of the region
for ¢bvious reasons. We have some elements of all of this in the
United States, but what you would have here is a series for regioms
in possession of union catalogs. Then, as I sc¢e it, we should have
some form of control of government documents. This gives you a
fundamental tasis from which specific subject bibiiography could be
compiled and, I think one of the great advantages Mr. Breen has al-
ready suggested, i a machine-readable form of compiling, relating
to the idea of a computer to split off different areas, different
countries, different subjects--specialized bibliographies again--
and published in hard copies and, it seems to me, this would come
later as a whole series of special biblicgraphies.

One would also need some kind oi bibliographic sensitivity,
an intellect of bibliography, which could be a reference tool for
ﬁutting the consumer in touch with the agency that could help him.
Some system of inter-library loan is probab'y a better form of sger-
vice, in each major depository. One other thing is possible: an
abstracting service, but this is a little far ahead and too enter-
prising for this region because it would have to be done along inter-
national disciplinary lines.

The basic problem that I see from listening to these few details
is the problem of financing and, along with this, the need for some
controlling or umbrella organization. It is very difficult, parti-
cularly for an agency volunteering to do something, to be assured of
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as large as the Library of Congress cannot maintain continuing
systematic effort of this kind without some support coming in from
an assured basis for all the peopie invoived, and how to work this
out in an area involving gso many different national jurisdictions as
this with physical problems of communication across the water and all
the rest. But it seems this is what we are addressing ourselves to.
I should like to ask Mrs. Shepard to comment against that in a sort
of generalized manner from what we have heard here this morning, and
what scems to be needed, then go right ahead with the practical

steps we ought to take.

MRS. SHEPARD: I think that is a very good statement
of the general needs 2s far as trying to coordinate both the problems
of bibliography of the Caribbean region and the holdings in librafies
of the Caribbean area and to make all of these resources available
to everybody.

We have had a series of meetings, a series of experiences and
cooperative efforts carried on. There are fagilities now as far as
‘both photocopy and computers apply to bibliographic reporting, and to
reporting of the holdings of the various institutions in the Carib-
bean. We need an up-dated survey of the librarles in Caribbean
areas, and I might call to your attention Mr. Breen's pamphlet--the
iittle pamphlet published by Pan American Union, Number 35--which
includes a questionnaire which can be used in Spanish with detailed
questions for the purpose of determining what a library seeds to
know about the possibility of reorganization of university libraries.
But you might work vith this as a basis to determine what needs to be
added or deleted for the purpose of coordinating the information re-

ga’rding the holdings of the Caribbean area particularly. Based on
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the experiences that we have had, and on the fact that we know
libraries are willing, the meeting that we had two years ago demon-
strated that they were willing to do it. The big problem is how to
get central funds to make some of these things possible. Another
problem is the training of the local librarian in how to convert to
the worksheet bibliographic information concerning new publications.
Most everybody is working on very strict budgets and they don't have
additional personnel for this additional step. The plan which was
discussed twb years ago would have provided funds so that training
seminars could have been given. One of the hopes of utilizing the
MARC II format is that eventually this information could be incor-
porated with whatever the Library of Congress will be providing to
all the libraries all over the world regarding bibliographic infor-
mation on new books coming out and so on. The Library of Congress
has not yet begun to include in its MARC TI computer tape informa-
tion on books in other langﬁages although it was ascertained that
they are doing the work; but it is not being given to the libraries
which are subscribing to MARC II tapes. One of these days I think we
have to press for the Library of Congress to incorporate material and
1nformation‘on materials for Latin America and the Caribbean other
than English language material. I think we do have to press for Eng-
1ish material from the Caribbhean to be incorporated as soon as
possible on MARC II tapes. Of course, we have tc contend with those
who are especially interested in science technology, who want first
.to have this material, science technology, coming from France and
Gérﬁany particularly.

We have, I should say, in most of our discussion concerned our-
selves‘primarily with historical, retrospective material rather

than current material, and in the field of social
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science rather than science technology; mention has been made of
agricultural, especially tropical agricultural, technical reﬁorts.

Up until the present time this has not been a very serious problem
for Latin America because they have not advanced too far in the whole
element of science technology and the application of science. It is
just a matter of time before this becomes a serious problem.

The findings of TEKTITE at St. John, v.I, an oceanographic ex—
periment in the Caribbean area carried out by the U.S. Government,
would be especially important to people on the mainland as well as
others in this area,

DR. DIX: Let me then start some discussion here by
asking Mr. Breen: What is included in your plans for your current
bibliography?

MR, BREEN: In this comprehensive program, we hope
that the area will alert the Center on what is being published in
the Caribbean. I should have mentioned that we had a mailing 1list
of 1,000 institutions and individuals; we‘have just with the latest
publication increased this to 2,0N0 in an effort to find out the
market wvalue of this information. With new contract costs going
up, we were thinking of subscriptions to institutes outside of the
Caribbean. This is the scﬁpe of our bibliography. |

DR. DIX: And this includes momnographs, what else®

MR. BREEN: Anything and everything.

DR. DIX: This is, therefore,)a national or regional
bibliography that is limited to recording the current prbduction of
‘the region itaelf. -

MRS, SHEPARD: This is what the CURRENT CARIBBEAN
-~ BIBLIOGRAPHY is intended to be.

DR. DIX: I should think there is considerable market
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or markets around the world. All libraries buy national biblio-
graphies so that they can make sure they cover in their libraries
publications originating in the area coverdd. Let me ask one other
question, let's be very blunt: Are the rest of you willing to let
Mr. Breen and his organization do this and help support it? There
is a lot of glory in this, there is also a lot of hard work. It
just seems to me to avoid competition, a better way to get ahead is
with everybody cetting shoulder to shoulder behind the particﬁlar
wheel going in one direction and, if this is the best place to
start, what can we do to help support it?

MRS3 BLOOMFIELD: I have two points. In Great Britain
the national bibliography is cooperating with the MARC II project so
that information on British publications on the West Indies would be
available in machine-readable form compatible with Mr. Breen's
system. At the top of the 1966 to 1970 Development Plans the French
Government recommends that the Bibliongraphic Center for the Carib-
bean should be established at the University of Bordeaux. It pro-
poses that the most up-to~date techniques be used, which I assume
means automated bibliographic format. If Mr. Breen got in touch with
Prof. Guy Lasserre who is in charge of that program, this type of
cooperation and understanding could be the basis for a workable
international project.

DR, DIX: One thing is to be said@ about the MARC II
tapes, a word of caution with regard to them. You can use them at
the Center in producing hard copy distribution of cards for every
library. One word on the Title IIc of the Higher Education Act of
1965 in the United States: the Library of Congress is instructed for
the first time, officially, by the government of the United States,

*g5 acquire one copy of every work of significant scholarly interest
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published anywhere in the world, copy and catalogue it and produce
cards for distribution. It will probably take a long while but
astonishing progress has been made since then by the Library of Con-
gress; it has roughly doubL@gd the acquisition of foreign materials
in the last three years, setting up procurement centers we never had
before in a great many parts of the world--not, however, in this
area. One is in Rio de Janeiro.

These centers are also making use of local cataloging biblio-
graphic information, so that the result is conventional Libr. <y of
Congress catalogue cards available for a vastly larger number of
books than were three years ago. These cards are in turn converted
into MARC tapes and distributed in that form. At present we can
get cataloguing on familiar three-by-five cards on these tapes but
they are not in machine-readable form. That will come later. Mr.
King, I believe, 18 a computer man. If you want to comment on what
I have just said, am I being too pessimistic about that?

MR, KING: No, after ten years of working with this,
I share your pessimism. Thére are a good many things that can be
done. Miss Baa and her staff‘and the Virgin Islands government now
are preparing themselves to become a hub in the network that you
are talking about. 1In other words, there 1s development in the area
of storing, filing and microfilming. Now, this bibliographic con-
trol through the use of computers and computer~like devices is
inevitable; the government is preparing itself for that and I think
probably they will serve themselves first, it is manageable, we need
to do it, and we should be prepared to be able to interact to send

materials back and forth and to acquire some machinery.
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DR, ZIMMERMAN: I think Mr. Gocking might well say
something on Caribbean aspects of it, some sort of sub-plans for
Caribbean matertals.

MR. GOCKING: You ask about cooperation: I be-
lieve that this was the purpose of the meeting in 1967 where we
all went and we are waiting for developments. In the meantime,
the University of the West Indies covered a very difficult area,
and our major problem is acquisition. We feel if we can get
acquisition throughout the &r2a, we could receive all the
materials that are actually published, and this 1is very difficult.
It has not been reported by anyone that any attempt to procure
materials is going to be made. If we can do that; scratch up enough
effort in the libraries that exist now within the University of
West Indies, then thé cataloguing section can present the Biblio-
graphic Center in Puerto Rico and the Library of Congress with
what we have produced, but the business of acquisitions is quite .
serious. It is difficult to persuade people that what they
publish is of interest to us all. We go around and harangue
them, beg them, and write them, but they still ignore us. We
are trying to get some funds out of our university to go out
buying more regularly. This is very difficult to persuade the
university, even though our social science students are demanding
better than we have done in the past. We started before they
knew what they wanted and, now that they know they want it, we

can't provide them with it. The business of getting the materials,
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even knowing if it is published, is teyond our present resources.
DR, DIX: Am I not ripht in thinking that the
only hope of the local agené?&s that the ones that are closest;
to this should 'smoke it oué"and report their problems to some
center! One resolution of this conference may be some
encouragement to correct this kind of thing.
MR, KING: I am sowmewhat surprised at the lack
of mechanism for the handling of materials of hard sciences;
I think in a sense this presents a real opportunity now, because
the collection is manageable at this time and, if we were to
borrow some successful techniques that were used inm other
parts of the world, we would be prepared because there is a
great deal, a tremendous upsurge in interest in studying sclences
in this area. Ve could do something. Hopefully we can start
now with some mechanism so we are prepared to serve
researchers.
DR. DIX: It seems clear to me in the United
States that the control of this sort of material in the broad
sense is emerging in disciplinary areas with the professional
societies taking the leadership--The American Institute
of Physics, The American Chemical Society--these are not libraries.
They have developed bibliosgraphical agencies and there has been
considerable controvers§ within our government in the United States
on how this whole thing should be pulled together, not left com-
pletely with uncoordinated free enterprise. There are those who
think this major task should go to the government, that the Depart-

ment of the Interior should have the respongibility. There have
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official reports that propose this., The great professional
societies that have the leaderéhip now are feeling that this is not
the way to do it if there is a rival set of proposals. This is so
vast that I don't know quite how to tackle it on a regional basis
except to make use of what comes out of this network as it emerges,
pertinent to this area. It seems to me there is this other
factor--The machine-readable computer-based system allows us to
pull out vith some ease things relative to the needs here, at
least emerging from outside. The problem which we are just talking
about, of how yéu get local materials in science, for example, is
of considerable value in the descriptive and enumerative sciences.
In other words, there must be important work kecing done in the
isiands which magbe doesn't cet into internmational literature.
Once you get it in there it comes back out again through other net-
works.

“IRS, SHZPARD: One thing has been done by Caribbean
Regional Librarv with the assistance of University Microfilm; the
installation of photocopying equipment tﬁere. So many of the re-
ports, especiélly the scientific reports, coming out of the
Caribbean areé in pampﬁlet form are very, very difficult to get, and
most government agencies really don't know how to distribute them.
The Caribbean Regional Library has the equipment and potential now
for photocopying this material and I think the University of Floridu
is finding itself that it is actually more convenient to purchase
photocopiers or Xerox copiers than to try to spend the time getting
it out of government agencies which don't answe: letters. They

don't even seem to know where they put publications.
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MR. GOCKING: A point of informatien: both
libraries of the University of the West Indies, in Mona and St.
Augustine, have Xerox copying facilities also, and will make this
useful to the area by copying what other people want. But we
can't get all the publications and get them catalogued, too.

RS+ PORTER: I would like to know if there is any
person here who feels that there are certain books needed for
college or secondary teaching that are really not available in
multiple copies, if vou let me know I'll try to see about the
possibility of reprinting them. Of course, this will come from
commercial sources, and they have tco have a sufficient number of
them sold. I would prefer to see some of them reproduced rather
than Xeroxed.

DR. DIXs This 1s just a little diversion but I did
want to get it in. I was talking yesterday with one of the school

librarians in the Virgin Islands, and that very need emerged.

There is nothing we can do about it except call it to the attention

of education ﬁublishers of elementary and secondary level that
there 1s really no matefial that is locally based; it seéms to me
any educatibnal system'has to pay some attention to its own fmme-
diate enviromment. I remember the first conference we had on
Africa which was at the national commission in UNESCO in 1960 at
Boston and one of the French~Africans~-we had a number of Africaééh
there-~pointed out that thelr elementary school standard textbooks
read: ‘our ancestors the Gauls...’ and this is not quite relevant.
So it seems to me that we could encourage~-it is not our business

here, but, individually, encourage--educational book publishers to
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pay some attention to developing proper teaching techniques,
materials that draw from the loca? :olor and glory and everything
else rather than talk about animals that don't even: exist here.

I think it will be very useful in this region.

'[85 BAA: May I have a word. The difscussion is
inclined to move away from the topic of sharing Caribbean materials.
I feel somewhat embarrassed sittiny here in this conference because
I realize that e, as hosts, shoul:l have acquainted evervone in
this reoin with the facilities we are providing at the Public
Library. e arc meeting here in a conference, talking about photo-
copyine, duplicating, microfilming. These are facilities we have
right here in ti:e Virpin Islands and, if we have any additional
discussior about this kind of thinp, we should know first of all
what is available in the Islands. Also, the cooperatimn that we
have been getting frow the Rugional Library in Puerto Rico has
been excellent. There are no words to express the appreciation we
have for the ef"iciency and amount of concern they have shoyn for
our needs. and T hope we in turn will reéiprocate. The same can
be said for the University of Puerto Rico.

As for Title III, I have been trying to avoid talking about
Title TIII of the Library Services and Construction Act. It allows
the Virgin Islands, as it does Puerto Rico, to participate in
interlibrary cooperation funds and, through these funds, I have been
able to extend the kind of secrvices that I think our neighbors need,

such as necessarv consultative services that we have given to the

109

116




University of the West Indies in Trinidad. We sent our microfilms
supicvisor to Trinidad to assist them in their particular efforts
to set up a photographic laboratory. We are also extending the
same kind of service to anyone in the Caribbean Islands. We are
offering to train people but at their own expense so far as

living is concerned in this island; but the training is completely
free of charge as given in our laboratory so that thuse who are
intereste] not only in camera work with material on microfilm,

but in actually doing this processing, reprinting, and so on, can
come to our laboratory and we will train them. We should be dis-
cussing the services that the University of Puerto Rico and the
Regional Library can offer and, of course, the cooperation of all
the other countries of the Caribbean. This was very clearly
understood at the 1967 conference in Puerto Rico, which most of
the people here attended, and agreed that we needed this kind of
service.

There is another point T want to make in connection with the
CURRENT éARIBBEAN BIBLIOGRAPHY. We have what I thought was
regional current bibliography and our concern is to keep this
up-to-date and regular. As to retrospective bibliography, we do
not have anything like that and perhaps this is one of the steps
we ought to take. This bibliography called CARIBBEANA, compiled
by Lambros Comitas, Published by the University of Washington
Press {cl968) has just been received by the College of the Virgin
Islands. This is the sort of thing we need. For instance, we have
just heard from Mr. Palle Birkelund about materials that exist in
the Danish Royal Archives, and the same situations exist for other

Caribbean countries. If we can encourage the publication of those

wiblisgweriierrof~ireesitals. ln-sebsepaditencwienairiogands
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bibliographies of materials in metropolitan countries and get
commitments on them we will he forging ahead.

DR, DIX: The microfilms service you are offering
is wonderful. There is on the table Miss Baa's CATALOGUE OF
MICROFILMS 1969. It seems the microfilm collection of the
library admirably summarizes the services that are available.
How many other depositories of materials are able to offer com-
parable services? Moreover, it does seem to me that what is
sorely needed #s an up-to-date directory of libraries, a guide
to 1ibraries in the Caribbean. It must include a section on
what services are available so ve will know immediately how to
get at them.

M1S8 BAA: For instance, when we planned this
publication, I did not know--although we have filmed the entire
shelf 1ist of the College of the Virgin Islands and returned
them a cony of the film—-that they have eight hundred units of
microfilms. If that is the case, I should have been glad to
include their holdings in this catalog. So that in picking up
one publication we would have a complete coverage of available
microfilms for the Virgin Islands libraries. I hope thﬁt I can
do this with Mr, Vagner's cod:peration when we compile the next
issue,

DR. DIX: Now that we have lots of discussion
started, the lunch hour has approached. What do you want to do?

MR, SEAMAN: Before we appear at the drawing board,
I would just like to inject something. I wouldn't feel teco

pessimistic about all of this at all. If we remember Columbus,
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in trying to discover the East, sailed west, and look what he
. found.
UR, DIX: I think that is a good note on which to

recess, to be back here at two é@lock.

(AFTER RECESS)

May we come to order, please. Several of our key pafti—
cipants have overeaten but we had hetter get started, or we wiil
never get through.

We have with us as an observer Mr. Fred Cross of the Ford
Foundation. . Cross, will you identify yourself back there?.
Mr. Cross is not here on library business, but I have found that
the Foundation neople are always‘interested in librariés, and I
think it is 1mpoftant for us to let the Foundation peoplc under-
stand the library problems to which we Qre committed. So we are
delighted that you have had a chance to drop in for a while this
afternoon.

Nov, this afternoon, this is what I pfopose to cover, if we
possibly can: To;finish up our bibliographic céntrol, to pin down
‘a little more definitely what still remaine to be done, to move
into some discuqsioﬁ of the possibility of cooperative aéquiéifion
and processing. Mrs. Shepard has some remarks on that. The
probtlem we mentioned of getting access to locally produced
materials may be solved in part by a certain amount of formal
.cooperation, and certainly thé identification of material ip that
way is a preliﬁinary‘step to adequate biblibgraphic listing. During

the course of this I'll ask Mr. Seaman for any remarks he has to
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make on the special needs of science. It is very clear to me that
we have been neglecting that in our discussions. We will have
some brief talk at least about the sﬁecial problems of preserva-
tion, physical nreservation of materials, which I gather is a
regional problem here; we have an expert with us in Mr. Alden.
Then we will tall about the important matter of people, library
training and manpower. I hope we will get through some dis-
cussion of all that this afternoon, and leave time tomorrow for
some overall surmary. So let us return immediately to right
where we stoppe! before lunch, when we had a good discussion
going. I think I'11l ask Dr. Jordan to say what she was going

to say before the lunch recess.

DR. JORDAN: Yes, I think there were some points
that were being let loose on the table, which I wanted to comment
on. The major one is the business of CODECA and CURRENT CARIB-
BEAN BIBLIOGRAPHY and the acquisition problem of Mr. Gocking.

I seem to recall that, in 1967, at that conference in Puerto Rico,
one of the items recommended or decided upon was that there

would be a pilot project to try out the acquisition process in
one or more of the British islands. 1 wondered whether we
couldn't pursue this, taking up Mr. Breen's plea and the point of
why we couldn't try to follow up that particular recommendation.
The aim is to try cut the acquisition process and take each step
after the acquisition process with one particular area now. I
think Barbados is not too big and not too small and might perhaps
be a good testing ground, for the University has a campus there.

A
I think this might biene way to pursue his particular plea. This
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DR. DIX: May we stop just for a minute? I for one
am unfamiliar with what was proposed in the way of acquisition pro-
jects, This would be a specific designation of authority to a
particular libhrary? Would you elaborate on that at this time?

DR, JORDAN: Well, I don't think it was detailed in
that wav. I think the only thing that was decided, as I recall, Was
that there would be a team, a committee or sub-committee, that wodld
carry this forward in concentrating on trying out expgriments with
the collections, go for intensive collecting in a given emall area
that will be sending people out to make cooperative arrangements
with the book sellers and librarians, angone at all that could help
identify the material and actually get it in hand. The main point
was to see how weil we would really get things organized if we con-
centrated on small areas and got it yorking in every respect, acquisi-
tion beiny the first concern.

TR, DIX: And this would be material not produced in
the area only, but materials produced in Britain on Barbados?

DR.JORDAN: No, I think it was meant to be current
material heing broduced in the area at that time. It could of course
be widened to include focus on material sc h od to identify ond to
get after the time it was actually published.

DR. DIX: Mav we stop there and see what comments we
have. This is a big area and I would like to se¢ it pinned down by
our recorder, who can tell us what we sakd when she reports back.

MR. VAUGHN: Vaughn here, I suggest if you are
actually thinking about a place, someone who is represented here at
this session would be better perhaps than Barbados. Is there some-

ont¢ here representing Barbados?
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MR. GOCKING: Barbados 1s well represented by the
University of the: West Indies, Sir. We were very interested in, may
I say, the University of the West Indies ﬁibrary, very interested in
having the area to be selected within that jurisdiction because they
were having such great difficulty getting their own material, and
they thought the CODECA conference recommendations might bring a
pilot team into their area. I didnft think of any particular area,
Leeward Islands, Windward Islands, a small group.

PR. DIX: Well, we will hold that in suspension, and
tomorrow, along with all the ohher things, what we will hope to do
is to come forward with some specific recommendations for a course
of action. I don't think we car sit here in this group and say how
this should be initiated. Maybe you will undertake to do that and
for that you may need a committee.

MR. GOCKING: It is unfortunate that both Mrs.
Shepard and Miss Baa are not here.

DR. DIX: We will come back to it, that is the reason
I want to cut off that discussion. Will you go right ahead?

DR. JORDAN:' The other thing I want to mention: we
talked about a questionnaire and need for surveys; I wanted to say
there are three questionnaires in my dissertation--one for public
libraries, one for special librar1e97*9ne for school libraries-—-and
for what they are worth, perhaps there might be another question-
naire designed for bringing the information up to date. I'll put
a Xerox copy of the thesis on the table which can be looked at.

This will be published by the Scarecrow Preés sometime later this

year; I don't know what date yet. $
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The third thing I wanted to mention is that the SALALM reports
are in the nature of bibliographies. The SALAIM reports themselves
are an excellent source of bibliographic information, and I don't
think anybody brought it out in those terms. There i8 actually one
SALALY paper which is a bibliography of all the bibliographies that
have been quoted in SALALM to date, a very useful source following
on Mrs., Cardona's presentaticn.

There is also an article on bibliography and documentation and
terminology which covers the British area, enumerating all the
various lists that come out of the different libraries, which can
be used for checking.

There were one or two other points which I think I should men-
tion, one on the discussion of reading materials; 1 wanted to say
without knowing, without going into any details, the University of
the West Indies does have programs for producing some educational
materials. It hasn't gotten very far yet but this is another
matter. I think Mrs. Porter also said something about reprints and
what reprints are needed; I want to follow this up, as there is
a reprinting program going on in England and a fair amount of re-
printingybeing dore right now. Some of the things the people
wanted, and this answers partly what you were asking. Thac,?ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ‘h
is my 1ist of poiuts that I had to make.

DR, DIX: Let me at this point put in a word on
this. In the reprinting business, as we are all certainly aware,
being librarians having to do with acquisitions, they are
tremendously accurate now and do not seem to require large editions
for the publishers to undertake them. Making them aware of the

needs, and certainly the slightly different areas, commercial
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microfilm publishers are looking for collections to microfilm and
offer for sale. Dr. Zimmerman, are you going to respondé to some-
thing said, any comment on what Dr. Jordan said?

PR. ZIMMERMAN: Well, on reprints, there i8 a very
good Cambridge Catalog of Reprints published last spring, listing
current Caribbean and Latin American materials and ones in process,
and I just had to check that. Quite a number are still in prepara-
tior, but it is still the best listing that I know of oa the
subject.

MRS. PORTER: I think American libraries--those of us
who have Megro collections, four or five of ws~~find there is no con-
sistency in what the reprint companies offer us, and we are constant~
ly wondering what we should require. Some offer you nothing but
free copy. There is no uniformity, some pay you $50.; another, 10%
of the royalties. One thing we should do is to get together and
ircn out some principles whereby we should have some uniformity,
and insist that these companies give it to us. This varies according
to the size of the printing companies. Some very large cnes are
making a preat deal of money, others are starting today to publish
titles and they have merely three or four titles; we haven't gotten
into the money matter, but since the libraries need these Negro
collections, we are facing this problem now. I don't know how soon
you will be facing them.

DR. DIX: May I comment on this for just a moment? We
are faced with this in other areas, too, and a little group of us in
some of the continental United States libraries such as Harvard,

Yale, Princeton, Columbia, Cornell, generally and essentiallyarrive
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at an agreement of common policy of this serious matter. We think we
are being victimized for commercial orofit on the one hand and, on
the other hand, we understand and recognize that the reprint business
is going to be a hoon to lihraries. So we by-and-large agree a fee
of $25. per volume will be fair, nlus bibliographic safeguards--for
example, reproduce the title page; some of them try to avoid this,

as vou know--and proper care of the material and so on. If you are
interested I think the best document I have seen on this is the one
Harvard is now using. I am told that it is just being revised and
probably not quite up-to-date at the moment; but if you write to
llarvard and as} them for a copy of that statement of repriﬁt publish-
ing, you might find it useful if you are faced with this problem of
dealing witb commercial reprint publishers. Mr, Wagner?

YR, WACNER: [ was going to ask if we are all fami-
liar with University Microfilms ont--of~-print publishing program, in
which they will publish a single .opy of any book for about four
cents a page.

MRe DIX: This is nrulilication on demand, rather than
additional publication. There is feneral agreement that some of us
need a published edition rather than a Xerox copy. Mrs. Bloomfield.

MRS. BLOOMFIELD: Wel%, I would like to say some-
thing about acquisition.

DR. DIX: Yes, when Mrs. Shepard gets back we will
ask her to talk about escquisition. Go right ahead.

MRS, BLOOMFIELD: HNow, Dr. Zimmerman this morning
mentioned some books specializing in Caribbeana: there is a
new bookstore in London founded bv John R. Rose, called New Beacon,

which issies Caribbezna, and it has started to issue a publi-
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cation called NEW BEACON REVIEVW which reviews West Indian material.
In the first number there is a very good review of all the West
Indies by Professor Devine. ¥ think it 1s a publication of wvery
high standard. In addition there are a number of booksellers in
the area in Jamaica, vho issue lists of local publications. The
Micro Bool Shop in Guvana lists publications, and there are others.

I should like to suggest that in addition to a survey of
libraries, we also recommend that there should be an up-to-date
list of booksellers.

PR, DIX: Thank you. Now, I think as I said, we
have nezlected science. I wonder, Mr. Seaman, if you have anything
you mieht like to say abiout rhe whole question of bibliographic
control ¢ scientific information?

‘R, SEAMAN: That is the subject I am not very well
acquainted with but, if I can give an example of personal exper-
ience, it might be 1llustrating mr feelings somewhat on the
subject, and this is a local thing.

I am with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services attached to the
local government, and I have been working here for 20 years and 1
am supposed to put out quarterly progress reports every three months.
Well, if you gef a paper and pencil and are mathematically inclined;
You can véry easily figure out the number of progress reports that
I ar supposed to have put out over the last 20 years. Now, I am
not saying that these progress reporis contain the best information
in the world, but I am saying I feel the future generation might
find something in them of interest and they should definitely be
represented in ocur :local library. Now, I'll say offhand there are

50 of those repcrts that I have sent down znd the istribution that
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they have receivei is probably limited to the Atlanta office in
“lashington. This is absolutely no fault of the local library service:
the distribution of these reports is a government responsibility. 1
send the original and a few copies, and the mimeograph people are
supposed] to distribhute them to various departments which they feel
might be interested in things like that. I think that, if Miss Paa
has 10, she has a lot. But that is neither here mor there. I
have just been asked to popularize these reports into one volume,
that's my next assignment and I think a very'good one, since we
will have all tie information obtu'ned in one volume.

"R, DIX: How will that volume be published?

YR, CEAMAN: That is a very good question. And 1
am a little emb.rrassed that I am not quite sure just how. 1
have the manuscripts that I have heé%vorking on and it will be sent
to the Atlanta office. Perhaps it will be published by that
office.

DR. DIX: This appears as a United States Government
document.

MR, SFAMAN: Very likely.

WMISE FAA: T will speak on the distribution of
govarnmenc pub.ications. When vou make a repcrt vo. send it iz e
your office--I mean to whomever you report in St. Thomas. This is
the same as all departmental reports. These are eventually
deposited in the Government Secretary's Office. Then we have to

wait until the Govermment Secretary's Office allows us the copies.

The Public Library has functioned as the dvpository agency that

receives governmental reports, after they are refjeased by the
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Government Secretary. If we know of them we will request the
Government Secretary to give us cooics and this has heen our ever-
lasting struggle. I mentioned yesterday that we require the en-
forcement of the depository laws and, as a state library, if we are
state, we should be ahle to receive all departmental reports and
studies, nof by asking but a: a matter of automatic procedure.

This 1s not the case, however. When your reports are submitted,

we request 30 ceopies for distribution, because we have what we
think 1s an active exchange ngreemant with many libraties in the
Caribbean as well as in the !'nited States, and this i: »~ur reason
for requesting 0 copies. W%When we receive those copies, we distri-~
bute thew {mmedjately to all of the main libraries with which we
have agreements. In addition to that, we retain two copies for

our documents section. If we have enough copies we send a copy

to each of the nther libraries in the Virgin Islands. But to be
sure I'll ask Miss Lindqvist, who is our Virgin Island equivalent
of 'keeper of the books', to tell me if we have any representation
of Mr. Sezman's reports.

MTSS LINDQVIST: We have quite a number of them from
1950 to date.

M18S BAA: We didn't get ther from the Govermment
Secretary. So this is our basic trouble--depository and distri-
buticn.

DR. DIX: .This is not unique to this area. All
librarians know that. I wonder if there is a point where this con-
ference adding to its list of recommendations a general appeal to
the governments of the region to do something useful with their

documents. What about some of the other areas--the Pritish areas,

for example! What hapnens to your govermment docume 1ts?
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MR, GOCRING: They used to come out regularly;
since the change to independent govermment we have been very uncer-
tair as to what to do about annual reports coming from departments.
Sometimes thev never sce the light of day, cther times they have
been received and vhen the time comes to publish them, we spend a
lot of tire searching for them.

M, DIX: Are there depository laws setting up
official deposizories”

1. COCKING: V¥es, the University of the West
Indies, for instance, tried its best to convince the then colonial
government that they should all amend their depository laws to
make the University of the West Indfes a depository library. Some
did after sume persuasion, others didn't., When the federal
government came along, it imnediately made the University of the
West Indies a depository for all publications of the Federation.
That was for five years, from 1956 to 1962." Then the Federation
broke up and the laws were no longer in force, and we went back to
the old arrangement by which we got some.

DR. DIX: I guess I am trying to go a little too
far forward towards specific recommendations. The statement that
we represeni the major libraries in the areas, and that we urge
this recommendation, in the interest of supplying all the people
with information, call upon the governments of the area, either by
government regulations or by probative law, to take steps to make
sure that the official documents issued by those in govermment
are sent in suitable quantities to be deposited. Once we did this,

it would lead towa;géome consistent listing from a central agency.
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DR. JORDAN: There 18 a rider to this, and that is,
to.have laws, which is one thing, and quite another thing to get
them enforced. In Triridad we all have depository laws but all we
get so far are songs, Secause people think "depository' means
that when they c‘eposit their songs they are thereby copyrighted
and they vant nohodv else copying their songs.

IR, DIX: We are really tulking about two things,
let's don't confuse them. We are talking about a depft legal,
which, because of copyrighting or some other reason, requires the
nrinter or publisher to deposit everv document with a designated
offize. The other, depository law, we have in the United States,
whereby certain libraries in each state are declared official
depositcries of government-issued documente. But they are both
important. lLet's talk about the second one a minute: the deposi:
of povernrent-produced documents. Is there any reason we
shouldn't repeat, or urge to keep saying, to this goverament quite
clearly who is receiving all the recommendations we come out wikh.
Probably s variety of people, but we can send one directed to Her
Majesty's Government somewhere. Now, the dépﬂt legal I am wonder-
ing about. Peirsonally, 1 am against licensing printers. I think
printing ought to be free. It reaches a lot of people. The govern-
ment is trying to control printing--I don't want to get into that
terrible thing one way or the other. Mrs. Stephenson.

MRS, STEPHENSON: In Guyana no legal depository is
desiunated; one copy of everything printed should be registered with
the Registry but I am afraid this has not been observed.

DR, DIX: Mr. Seaman, sorry to interrupt, go ahead.
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MR. SEAMAN: This has been very educational in what
we are all talking about. I like that phrase that Dr. Jofdan used,
hidden people. 1 have been a hidden man here so long. There is a
grofessional need for science. I like to think of Columbus as the
first scientist in this new world. We know that his discovery not
only revoluticnized the old world, but it destroyed the theory of
the extended flat surface from which one would fall if he ventured
too far. On this first voyage he dared to persist on his course in
the face of grave and threatened mutiny. His persistence was not
just blind determination. It was based on nature signals. He
recognized the type of vegetation on the water, and the bird life
flying overhead. He saw birds going by in flocks which to him
looked very much like land birds that he had seen in Europe. Mis
determination was strengthened and therefore the great discovery
was achieved because of his scientific acumen.

What he did not know then was this very interesting ornitho-
logical lore. Those birds were gold and black belly plovers (gre-~
garious long-legged wading birds). You see, the New World was dis-

covered sometime in October, we celebrate the twelfth, just about

. the time when these plovers leave their arctic home for wintering in

South America. Incidentally, the migration of plovers is one of the
most interesting phenomena in the world. Imagine, if you will, a
little bird weighing eight or nine ounces flying non-stop, jumping
off from Newfoundland, nonstop to the West Indies, to northern
South America, twelve thousand miles; fhen return again another
twelve thousand miles in a few months, say, roughly twenty-five

thousand miles in four months. Imagine the endurance and the stored
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energy required whern that source of energy is only fati

Anyway, he saw plovers go by and, together with these
plants floating in the sea around, that made him cerf;in that, 1if
he could encourage his crew to hang on, he would f;#& land, and
we know the story. ! »

To my way of thinking, there is a great negé for updating
information that we have on the various scien;{fic aspects of West
India. We need more general as well as intenéive research studies
in the fields of ornithology, botany, geology; zoology, meteorology,
etc. Of course, today we have equipment we ne&er dreamt of years
ago, such as these deep sea probes that we havéﬂfor taking pictures
at 20 thousand feet below the surface, and outer\space sciences and
explorations, moon walking, etc. We learn about éhe weather, we
learn about geology, and we learn many other things that previously
were ipaccessible to us and we are revising a great many of cur
static ideas about this globe in which we live.

I am sure we are experiencing a population explosion, but we
are also in the midst of an explosion of publications, of air and
water pollution, and a psychological revolution of man and ideas.
Libraries everywhere are devising newer methods of storing and
using these materials. If we are fo judge from his impressive
gathering of librariens who must serve students today, you are pre-
paring your libraries for the future which you foresee.

But what about today? The pace of life we are living, our
comnercial and industrial needs sometimes impinge upon nature and
wipe out some species, or lay waste areas which are necessary te
health and well being. There are times when nature's ways are so

affected as to cause a dangerous imbalance. Fire is a case in point.
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It is the greatest enemy of wildlife and, from the very beginning, a
great number of interesting species, particularly amphibian and rep-
tilian, were destroyed; but we are lucky th that many of the islands
have satellite cays around them and, these not being suitable for
economic purposes, have been largely untouched. These cays are tre-
mendously interesting because they are reservoirs for the flora and
fauna which are not found today cn the mainland anymore.

For instance, on the tiny island of Anegada, the 'down island"
as it is called, there is a particular specie of iguana. It is not
a tree-climbing iguana, but a specie of ipuana, Cyclura. Tt is found
only on Anegada. Because this island is flat, being only 30 feet
above the sea, the entire island of Anegada could serve as an inter-
national airport. This is precisely what it was determined to do
and clearing was hemun. Since this iguana has become adapted to this
clinrate and environment, and the zrea is being cleared, one can see
what is gning to happen to tiem. I don't believe that there are 30
left in tue world, and they are only found in Anegada. This is a
very sad thing; but fortunately, and appropriately enough, the
College of the 'irgin Islands is doing something about this. They
have sent several men to iake pictures and to collect some of the
iguanas and will try to re-locate them on similar islands nearby.

We hope tley will survive. Very often wildlife species are extreme-~
ly specific in their requirements and what human beings mav think is
a wonderful habitat for some of them (say lizards) to live, another
lizard might completely reject it and perish as a result. This is

a tvpical example of vhat is taking place at an éxtremely rapid

pace throughout the West Indies.
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For instance, the parrot of the West Indies is unique, and has
a very interesting evolutionary history. The Caribbean 1s a group
of tiny islands separated sometimes by no more than 50 miles of
water. but each island may have a specie of parrot which is entirely
different from its neighbors. How can we explain this? The consen-
sus among those who know is that all of these parrets originated
from one speci@ of green Amazon parrot. The West Imdles parrot
roughly bepgan with the Granada parrot. It was the only parrot,
originally, but with the evolutionary process which took 100,000
years;-maybe more than that--parrots developed differently because
of the environment in which they found themselves; so that today
islands like St. Lucia and Dominica and Puerto Rico and Santo
Domingo each have a different parrot. Studies are heing made of
the Puerto Rican parrets of which there are probably only 50 left
in the world, and they atre found in only one little area of Puerto
Rico. We have all wondered, since rhey seem to be in a very good
habitat and th$re is a lot of food available, why do they continue
to decrease 1ﬁ number? This is a fact, they are decreasing very,
very rapidly and it is questionable whether they can ble saved at
all.

Another study is also being conduvcted in Dominica. On that
island lives a paiticularly beautiful, very large parrot, called
the imperial parrot. A Canadian lumber company has gone into
Dominica, cutting in the jungles, and naturally one wonders what
effect this will have on those beautiful parrots.

Let us take crabs. Most of us who live here in the Virgin
Islands know these so-called land crabs. These ugly-looking things

are delivious to eat. The face is, they are a delicacy and in
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places like Puerto Pico the subply is far less than the demand, so
that this Crah is practically disappcaring from many of the islands.
No, there is no reason to helieve that this crab could not be bred
commercially since each female layvs maybe 50,000 egps; and if anyone
vere enterprisine enougth, or intellectually curious, he could dis-
cover the entire life history of this crab, particularly in its
early stapres. lie would not only contribute to science, but he could
become a millionaire, because it is possible to sell hundreds of
crabs in Puertuv "ico and other islands on a constant market.

Vhile we know a preat deal of the 1life history of this crab, we
knovw nothing of the first stages from the egg to when it first
starts looking like a crab, and this involves five or six stages.

A female crah lavs her eggs in the ocean, they float around in
little microscopic dots and come back looking like wminute crabs;
that stage we know nothing of todav. I have writ.ten to the Univer-
sity of Miami, which is enpaged in these projects, and the reply I
net is that Doctor Seo~and-so is writing a thesis on this particular
subject. We have an abundance of food here in the ocean. You can
use trite expressions but our population is exploding and the sea
is becoming more and more a source of food, but it is also hecoming
hopelessly polluted bv buman and industrial wastes.

DR, DIX: You have piven us, it seems to me, a whole
seﬁles of perfect illustrations of the importance of local studies
of the repion. Our job of course as librarians and bibliographers
is with books about them. lave you something else to contribute on
this suhjectf Mlease identify yourself.

)

; MISS OLIVER: Pat Nliver. 1t seems that information
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1l_ on these scientific subjects exists in academic cirzles, and the
rasponsibility of librarians is to acquire it and publicize it
through varioué media to make it useful to the potential users.

DR. DIX: It seems to me what should emerge is a
science information center. I wonder if Dr. Carcn has anything to
say about science technology information 1; this region?

DR. CARON: Well, my feelings are the other way
around. It is the responsibility of the scientists to publish
wortawhile works in wellknown journals. I don't think it is the
responsibility of librarians alone to look out for unknown publi-
cations. However, the important journals should be made available
in the libraries. I have seen many scientific works done, reports
of research from the British islands or from Prerto Rico reported

g‘< in wellknown journals. There is an explosion of publicatiomns today
in the scientific field. Obviously one man can't read everything,
so some of the material goes unnoticeezggcause it just isn't worth
reading and I think there has to be the process of elimination. I
dont think everything can be kept. It is just taxing the human mind
too much and, if worthwhile articles come out in print, they will be
read. I have a different point of view: I am a user, not a keeper.

DR. DIX: This is true in all fields. My impression
is that there seems to be scientific data collected locally from
around the world and from various regions which doesn't reach
natioaal or international channels of communication. Is that true
at all?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKERY 1 don't know if it is the

i‘" responsibility of the librarian to gather this material, and I don't
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know whose responsibility it is, but I have the impression that
there 15 need for a well-equipped communication and science infor-
mation center.

DR, NPIX: Well, this is, it seems to me, the
responsibility of the librarian. I am using librarian loosely here,
fo make sure that vou understand that 1libraries and librarians have
sources which sunnly and keep one informed constantly, with all of
this information through international channels for scientific
irformation, such as documentation centers.

We have got to move ahead.

MISS BAA: 1 think we have neglected to obserwve that
there are centers, for example, the University of the West Indies,
which issue certain scientific nublicatioas; we should know about
them and we should etop to check them for articles and to make sure
that we have them. The JOURNAL OT' CARIBBEAN SCIENCE published by
the University of Puerto Rico at “favaguez is certainly another local
publication providine information of this type, and it carries in
every issue a very rood science bibliography. The Netherlands
Foundation for Scilentific Research in Surinam and Wetherland-
Antilles and other Caribbean Islauds, in the Hague, is another agency
wiere one can find information and bibliographies on sclentific
subiects.

DR. DIX: Well, I'll come back to that land crab. The
fellow who starts a land crab farm is going to do something useful
for the econnmv of these islands. I was offended the other night at
dinner to be told the only fish I could get was South American leob-
ster tail. Vell, let's move ahead, to the cooperative acauisitions
and processing; Marietta, do you have something to say on that?
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MRE, SHEPARD: ftell, { have actually tried to, summar-
ize a paper I gave at a meeting of agriculture librarians in the
first week of hecemher on the elemert of cocperative acquisition,
atterpting to describe the activities particularly in the United
States in recent vears in cooperative acquisition of Latin American
activities,

At one time, the BULLETIN OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, a bulletin of Spe-
cial Libraries Association had a verv fine statement on cooperation
which T think 1']1 read to vou. Cooperation might be said tc have
become the creed of librarians in recent years. On every hand, at
every conference, in every professional journal, we are urged to co-
operate in chis worthy job or tuwards solution of that nagging
problem. Us are urpred even to cooperate in urging further coopera-
tion amons our colleasues, and this is good for librarianship. A
litrary cannot exist except throusli the cooperation of many efforts.
Tf ever we lost sipht of this fact, then we should have lost our
effectiveness as libravians.

0f ecnurse, library cooperation isn't any new concept to this-
group, nor should we dwell ever long on the tremendous amount of
material that is coming out in print these days. We doni want to
thiink about the million and a half sipnificant articles that are
published every year in science and technology, or wven of the
110,000 titles of BOOKS IN PRINT, surposedly in Spanish, that are re-
ported. Maturally no 1ibrary can possibly think of trying to collect
evervthing that has been printed and, even if we had an unlimited
budget~~and most lihraries don't—-ia simple terms, it is a matter
of cooperate or drown. %We don't have very much time to devote
either, to all of the efforts towards cooperative acqusition

wvhich the United States have had in Latin America, Hurope, and else-
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where; and certainly we don't want to waste any time theoretically
on the principle of acquisition, All of this is Leyond us, or be-
hind us. We are more concerned with how it ig done and how things
can be dene, and what are the important ingredients of cooperative
acquisition. Well, we kuow one of the most important ingredients
discussed here before is the combination of union catalogues and
union lists and then having programs of acquition which will make
it possible to be assured of having access to the most important
work in libraries somewhere along the lines.

Perhaps as far as Latin America and the Caribbean in general
are concerned, the activities which have had the longest history

lists of

have been thos> in combination with unicn periodicals. Needless
to say, a knowle&ge cs what is presently available in iilbraries is
necessary for us to determine what it is we should have, in order
to base our future activities on what we have already had ard what
has been done in the pagt. One thing we have discussed here at
this meetinge~two things, especially--have been books and docu-
ments, records and manuscripts and so on. If we come into the field
of pure and applied sciences, journals are frequently far more im-
portant than the books and certainly more important than records or
manuscripts., But, in order to produce union lists or catalogues,
you have to have some agreq:ment among librarian~ as to how you are
going to describe these things. You must have cooperation from
libraries ;b establish uniferm bibliographic descriptions in order
to be able to even compile union lists of materials. So, uniform
entries, standards for the entry of title and other bibliographic

material, must be adopted. This has been especially difficult in
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Latin America, csnecially Spanish- and Portuguese—speaking
countries, because they have nct had the tools that exist in
Fnplish. Until thev have the tools, it wfll be difficult for
them to establish uniform rules for entry. As a matter of fact,
we were just translating, ir the Pan Americar Urion, the ANGLO-
AMERICAM CODE into Spanish. IF is being typed up, and I don't
know how it is to be published, but we don't have any funds for
that. l!lowever, we didn't have any funds to get it translated
either. We will come to that when we get it typed up.

There was at one point a bibliography issued by the Library
of Congress in 1964 calléd UNION LIST OF SERIALS, a biblio-
araphy which w%s compiled hy Ruth Freitag. Dut to wmy knowledge
there doesn't exist anv listing of union lists or union cata-
logues in the Caribbhean or Latin American areas, which might be
a good research nroject for a graduate student of library
science or of Latin Awmerican affairs. However, Mrs. Bloomfield
rentioned hefore that the Tnstitute of Latin American Studies
bepan in 1966 tn comrile Union Catalog holdings of the British
libraries in the fiéld of Latin American studies, meaning cata-
logurs of all heoks and pamphlets relating to Latin America.

Tt shoulst he pointed out that the Natiomal Uninn Catalogue
of the Library of Congress services in a certain way as a union
catalogue of thé holdings of Latin American and Caribbeap materials

in the United States.
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We have not had a very long history even in the United States
of cooperative acquisition. By the early'30's there had been a
ccuple of reports done on attempts in the United States to achieve
cooperative programs of acquisitions; but it was really not until
Wotld War II that this became a serious problem in the United States,
and it was found during that time in history that American libraries
were not really adequately able to provide all the needs of the
defense combines in the United States. It became abundantly claar
after World War 11 was over that the prewar procurement effort in
the United States certainly wasn't sufficient for the needs of
the postwar informational wants of the United States. So the Library
of Congress took the initfative and called a meeting whic;;as held
at Farmington, Conmecticut, to discuss what could be done about
this. To make a short story much briefer than Mr. Dix probably
would, {f he kad the opportunity, by 1947 the Association of Re-
search Lihraries agreed upon subgect allocations for libraries in
the United States and preparations were put into effect to begin the
"Farmington Plan' waiich was named after the place where it was held
originallk, by covering publications which had been issued in 1948
in France, Sweden and Switzerland. There have beer a numbevr of
reports on the Farmington Plan~~chiefly by Edwin Williams and
Robert Prosper--and many of you Miliili have probably read every word
of these reports on the Farmington Plan.

Cooperative efforts for the Acquisition of Latin American
Library Materials by American libraries;~however, even antedated
the Farmington Plan. In the early 1930's the American Library

. ssociation had a Committee on Latin America, which was succeeded by
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e
an International Ralations Committee, oq“of whose concerns was ac-

quisitions. All of this was before World War II and after. At the
same_time an organization called Inter-American Bibiiographic and
Library Association had been created with aid from the Pan American
Union. It was formed chiefly by a group of persons interested in
Latin America and in Latin American Bibliography, chiefly bersoms
from the United States. In fac t, Pan American Union published
some of the bibliographies that were a result of this Association's
efforts. The Association held a number of meetings concerning
Latin American studies at the time when most people of the United
States didn't know where Latin America was. At the same time, the
Pan American Union began a study, in the early 1930's, which now
has reached the number 51. Among private efforts to increase
availability of important Latin American publications in libraries
of the United States was the grant made by the Carnegie Corpora-
tion of $250,000 in 1947 so that four university libraries of the
United States could acquire necessary materials to support area
study programs in Latin America. Area study programs antedated me,
I might say. I had courses in Latin American history, Latin
American literature, Latim American geography, and Latin American
economics; but they were all isolated programs before most in-
stitutions in the United States had heard of lLatin America and
certainly before the area study programs came into being.
Officially, the government of the United States had taken
seriously the commitment it had made in one of the Inter-America
Conferences in 1933 on American biblicgraphies, and a number of
cultural conventions it had signed; so by mid~1940 the Library of

Congress, particulquy. through the Hispanic Foundation, had begun

s 142

ki



the publication of several series of bibliographic publications

on Latin America. One of the studies began about 1936, I believe.
Another was the series of Guides to (fficial Publications of other
American Republics. In many instances, these still remain, 30
years later, the only guides that have ever been done of the offi-
cial publications of Latin American nations. The Hispanic Founda-
tion has been very active in bringing libraeries closer together;
for a number of years it has invited princip#l hibliographers to
come and work with them, and so on. It also took the lead in en-
couraging exchanges between Latin America and United States librar-
ies of btooks, periodicals and official publications, and was one of
the first institutions to establish an active Hispanic exchange
program.

Although a numher of universities in the United States for de-
cades had offered courses in Latin American literature, economics,
and so on, as 1 said before, the creation of area study programs was
2 post~war development. A recent count of such centers shows well
over 130 universities in the United States which have centers for
Latin American Studies, or Institutes for Inter-American Studies, or
something similar. There are now some elght regional councils of
Latin American Studies. These councils are composed not only of
university professors but of local scholars in the field of Latin
American matters, business people, research people and so on. They
have local memverships, and some of them are already filed with the
Latin American Association which was created about three or four
years ago and which has attempted now to bring into its order some

of the regional councils. There are now six local groups of univer-
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sities that I know of, which form part of the large group for the
purpose of Latin American and Inﬁer-American Studies.

‘One late development that I mentioned was the creation at City
University of New York of an Institute on Puerto Rican Studies. As
a matter of fact, this started before the Puerto Rican college; stu-
dents began to demand guch an institute because I think I had been
talxing about the possibility of an institute for Puerto Rican
culture for two or three years.

Interestingly enough, it was the year 1956 which wes signifi-
cant in all kinds of Inter-American and library matiers. The federal
government of the United States that year passed its first Library
Services Act, which was to provide about gseven million dollats for
rural public library services in the United States. In 1956 a nation-
al standard was approved by the American Library Assoclation. An
International Relations Office was created by American?Library Assoc-
ifation, at that point from a grant from the Rockefellef Foundation.
The Council on Library Resources was born that year from a grant from
the Ford Foundation. Also in 1956, the International Inter-America
Cultural Council, a specialized council of the Organization of Ameri-
can Btates (0AS), called upon the Congress of OAS_to initiate a
library develcpment program and insisted thgy should have budgets
separate from thet. of the library of Pan American Union. At the same
time, in 1956, an International Advisory Committee was named to aid
in the creation of an Inter-America Library School in Mid-Colombia
University of Antioquoia, Medellih, Colombia. Plans were made in
1956 to open the new school the following February. It was in 1956,
too, that Stanley West and I talked about what the University of

Florida needed. He had been trying to do something in the acquisi-
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tion program and decided they needed a new hzalp maybe, and I had

been at it a little bit longer than anyone else (I always seem to he
at something a )ittle longer than anybedy else). Pan American Union
said they would be happy tc help the University of Florida. I went
down to spend a week or so there looking at what they were doing, in
acquisitions and exchange of publications, and we agreed that we

were ahead of most people at that point and that there were a lot of
pecple in the United States who had experience. We needed to pool

our experience to see how we could all come out better than we were.
So we apreed there was a need for small conferences representative

of people who were concerned with Latin American Studies--not only
librarians, teachers, professors, but the people involved in the book
trade, bucause, after all, libraries couldn't exist without the book
trade. I don't know 1f the book trade could exist without us or not,
especially in children's books, because they tell me that 91% of all
children's books published go to libraries. But at least we know
that we are quite dependent ;gghe book trade. So that year we de-
cided we would hold a meeting représenting these various interests.
Fortunately, the University of Florida had a small estate at Chinse-
gut 1111, Brooksville, Flbrida; so we held our first Seminar on the
Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials (SALALM) there. Some
20 working papers were prepared by specialists in all kinds of things:
periodicals, maps, government publications, and everything else. We
thought that we could get together for three days and resolve All the .
problems. That was 14 years ago. The problems, we thought, were 1n:
about three large catepories. One was to know what had been done,

what was in issue; two was how to get what is needed for particular
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libraries; and three, how to process and preserve the material ac-
quired. We had invited 26 participants and six observers. Although
this meeting was only two days we didn't take quite so long to re-
solve the problems. Well, this was called ostensibly to consider
the problems in finding, buying and controlling library material
relating to Latin America, and g1l that we~-although we consideied
that we have done very well in those two days--had to do was to
extend, to explore a little bit further and a little more in depth
some of the complicated problems which turned up at that meeting.

Well, I suppose we might have expected that, like Parkinson's
Law, the problems increased at about the same rate that we dis~
cussed them. Evesy time we got one problem resolved another ¥ive or
six turned up. So we didn't hold just one meeting, but we have heid
13 of ¢hem; but from the first meeting of the Seminar on the Acquisi-
tion of Latin American Library Materials we have given special
attention to the Caribbean. And as Irene Zimmerman told us before,
we have had annual reports on Library and Bibliographic Activity,
some given by Enid Baa, some by Cepeda and some by others who know
what has been going on in the Caribbean in libraries and bibliograph-
les,

2

One of our principal interests has beeq;he davelopment of this
Pilot Bibliographic Center for the Caribbean, and our interest has
been very great in the Caribbean Regional Library in general. We
have felt that considerably more funds were needed to be able to
achieve what we knew could be achieved, and where all the elements
were actuall& in existence for it to be achieved.

By 1968 we entered another period. We found that there was
an awful lot that needed to be done, that the Seminar working as an
informal group of peoplg ﬁhat got together once a year by virtue of
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the little bit of money which Pan Americun Union devoted to publish-
ing the annuzl reports that there were other things that needed to
be‘done. This takes a long time to work out so we organized, or we
incorporated, the Seminars last year, and, by January of this year,
we had formal reccgnition in the District of Columbia.

We have felt there were a number of publishing activities we
r2eded to carry on, and I must report that one of the practical
things we have done since incorporation was the presentation to the
National Endowment for Arts and Humanities of the proposal for
cooperation with the Archives of the Indies. The United States
Government would not have given a grant to Pan American Union as the
General Secretariat of an international organization, but as a govern-
ment agency, it could give it to s private non-profit corporatioﬁ;
so the proposal for funds of $10,000 to hold a meeting of specialists
in Seville was presented in the name of the Seminars on Acquisition.

During the first 13 meetings of the Seminars some 182 working
papers have been prapared. This represents the greatest sources of
information on the book trade in Latin America and on Latin
American bibliography. If anyone wants to study the problems of
the area and the accomplishments of the area, I think this is where
they will find the greatest treasure house of information.

We have publishea final reports of each of the seminars, many
of them are still in print. Those which aren't in print are
available on microfiche by Microcards. We have issued nine semi-
annuni prints of NEWSLETTERS. The semi-annual NEWSLETTER is an

attempt to find out who is doing new things in microfilming.
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This ien't any attempt to list all the microfilming because micro-
filming is listed by the Library of Congress Center. When we first
started we were somewhat overawed by the Association of Research
Libraries and by their Farmington Plan, for it took us two or
three years before we could teil the Association c¢f Research
Libraries what we thovght they should do as far as Latin America is
concerned. And then there was a sub=committee that was formed to
revise the Farmington Plan in regard to Latin America. Of course,
the Farmington Plan never aimed to do more than provide or be
assured of one copy in the United States of all important publica-~
tions all over the wordd. That one copy naturally was not going to
be sufficient to 130 different institutions maintaining Latin
American Studles programs, saying nothing of other research
institutténs.
So the problem was how to get current material, as we were

4+t so concerned with retrospective matérial, how to be aware of
what was currently being published in Latin America; and there were
many institutions of course which had been sending buyers .v Latin
America to buy current publications on a one-time bagis. This didn':
always remain a continuing effort. So at one point we suggested
that there should be some kind of cooperative acquisition agent that
would be sent o Latin America. So the Library of Congress took the
cue and sent William Kurth to Latin America, and some 11 or 12
libraries contributed to paying his travel expenses in 1958. Well,
he got so much information, and he also got so much cooperation on
the part of the book trade and sqhg;rly associations and institutions
publishing materirls, that we decided that one of the most important

things was to maintain a cooperative acquisition agent in Latin

America. All that is fine, emcept that libraries and universities
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are not set uﬁ to pay salaries of other people to travel‘around
Latin America. S0 we combined these two things, one the uecessity
of having a cooperative acquisition agent, and two, the interest in
the book trade itself in providing service to libraries. We decided
the most natural thing wo_1d be to ask Stechert-Fafner, Inc. to main-
tain a coeperative acquisition agent in Latin America. We got them
at an unsuspecting moment, I guess, and they agreed to make an at-~
tempt to do this. We all felt it would cost a lot more money for'
the first two or three years hefore they even made their expenses
much less a profit. The first person sent to Latin America from
the Secretariat for the acquisition project was Dr. Nettie Lee Benson
from the librarv of the University of Texas. Yell, the University of
Texas couldn't lend her to a profit-making organization, so she was
actually contracted by the New York Public Library and she spent six
months, and her contract was renewed for another six months, visiting
book publishers and other publishing enterprises in Latin America to
establish continuing relations. And as a result of her poing down
there, Stechert-Hafner finally agreed to do this on a continving
basis and they described the Latin American Cooperative Acquisition
Project (LACAP) in the following terms in their brochure: LACAP is a
cooperative enterprise which provides its participants with a stéady
flow of printed material: currently published in all the countries
of Latin America.

LACA? was organized in 1960 by the University of Texas, the New
York Public Library and Stechert'Hafner, Inc. as a result of the
deliberations and recommendations of the Seminars on the Acquisi-~

tion of Latin American Library Materials. Stechert-Hafner, Inc.
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assumed the complete financial responsibility for the project for
the first several years. LACAP was fortunate in securing services

of a leading Latin American librarian of the United States who could
travel throughout many countries to make necessary contacts with the
book world in Latin America, establish the basic organization pattern
for continuving services, and acquire what other publications were
available at the time. By 1962 LACAP established the first regional
.office in Bogof%, Colombia. A second office wa§ opéned in Rio de
Janeiro in 1967 to function in coordination with the Library of
Congress Title IIc program.

Well, by mid-1968 the number of subscribers to LACAP stood at
38, principally libraries in the United States, Australia, Canada,
Colombia and England. The total number of imprints received for
1966 had increased about 10% over those of 1965, or slightly fewer
than 4,000 titles included at cost of slightly less than $18,000.
Now, they are assured of getting one copy of‘each of the new
titles LACAP imports from Latin America. However, any library
which wishes to procure titles but not all of the publications
which LACAP has to offer, or libraries which have welii;tablished
exchange propgrams, can use the list which Stechert-Hafner pub-
lishes periodically, known as LATIN AMERICAN BOOKS. a listing of
current and retrospective materials.

An oft-expressed hope has been that LACAP would do more in the
Caribbean area, and that Stechér:-ﬂafner COmpanf cooperais with the
Caribbean Regional Library andilibraries in the Caribbean to make
this possible.

In the conversation I have had with Dominick Coppola, he has

agreed or'is williug to consider any kind of assistance which

O librarians in the Ca;iibl-)‘;'an'feel is nécessary, 150
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The cause of cooperative acquisition of research materials on
Latin America receiv;d assistance from the federal govermment be-
ginning as early as 1958, with the passage of the National Defense
Educational Act (NDEA) which permitted grants to libraries for the
teaching of foreign languages. In many foundation grants, and in
many selected universities of the United States, special Latin
American study subjects were set up in both NDFA funds and in
foundation‘grants.

To stimulate wider dissemination in the United States libraries
of works published in Latin America, the Hispanic Foundatiofi 0¥ -the
Library of Congress obtained a grant from the Ford Foundation a few
years sgo for the development of s national acquisition plan for
Latin America. Stanley West was contracted by the Library .of Con-
gress to submit a national acquisition plan, and he did submit tio
or three of the original plans. @ne of the latest-efforts has
been the inclusion of a new title in the Higher Education Act,
vhich is called Network for Knowledge. We have had §Ome diqcussion
with the research branches of thg federal government of the United

States Office of Education for the development of co‘bperative.pro~
grams or informatibn networks in Latin America. We have been
hopeful that the federal gévernment will actually give assistance
zo the American Library Association for holding a national conw
ference on information networks. But at 1east>the Office of
Education is fﬁlly avare of the effort of the American libraries to
acquire materials from Latin America, and they are aware of the
necessity of deQeloping.a network of information centers in the

United States on Latin America.
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' | Another thing that has kept me ‘.)us:le?' than I might have been
otherwise has been thg passage of the Bi~lingual Fducation Act,
Title VII, of last vear's Elementarv and Secondary Educational Art,
which permits the expendi.ture of millions of dollars to create bi-
lingual schools in the United States for'Spanish—speaking'echool-
children. |
The moral support of SALALM to the Library of Congress in
gratitude of the: Association of Research Libraries in promoting the
expansion of the Higher Education Act to include Latin American
acquisition ahd cataloguing were expcessed in resolutions of the
10th Seminar in 1965 and, as I mentioned before, the Library of Con-
gress has opened an office in Rio de Janeiro for the purpose of
acquiring more material9§rom Brazil. In 1966 we opened the office;
' iﬁ the next six or eight months, two thousand Brazilian titles were
sent to the Library of Congress. Brazilién libraries now are ciata-
loguing this information and serding cards to the Library of Congress.
The conclusions of all this are the mere enormity of the prob-
lems of vastly increased production of all kinds of publications
and the higher costs of publication, the difficulty of cataloguing,
of bibliographic control of both old and new, and of a larzer and
more exacting public to be served by libraries. All this has
forced libraries in the United States ‘nto cooperative efforts
whether they want to or not; in order not to drown in the need of
publications they have learned not only to éwim themselvgq, but teo
apply life-saving techniques to others.

The cooperative acquisition experiments and continuing programs

) . PRI
ERIC 5 1 1562



in the United States not only can be used to advantage by librarians
in the Caribbean, but the experience-~the success or failure~~in the
United States can be applied to similar programs in this area. The
greater restrictions among libraries in the Caribhean in terms of
financial, bilbliographic and human resources, make cooperation with-~
out any question a basic requirement.

UR. DIXf Thank you very nuch, Mrs. Shepard. Any
you familiar in detail with any part of the history/gffcaoﬁg;ation
in the United States know how brilliant a job’Mfgj/éhepatd has done,
because it i;Rgﬂ}ggg,and/téffiﬂi§“;;mplex story. WNow, I think the
question here is what all of this has to do with us in this room.

In other words: is there anything this conference ought to s;y about
cooperative activities, further cooperative activities in this area
of acquisition and cataloguing”? We have talked about the general
principle of each island being centrally reéponsible for collecting
materials originating there. The possibility of the Bibliographic
Center of the Caribbean Regional Library and its publicationm,
CURRENT CARIBBEAN RIBLIOGRAPHY--is there more that should be dis-
cussed here?

MRS. SHEPARD: I am not sure whether anybody h#s a
copy of a report of the meeting held fof the Caribbean Kegional
Library two years ~go. That report designated which we;e key librar-
ies and what wduld be their major responsibilities, didn't they, Enid?

MISS BAA: Yes. 7

MR. BREEN: Yes, I think in the original concept we
had a2 local agent having responsibility which we didn't spell out.

We were going to leave it up to the community to select one most
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impbrtant local agent.

MISS BAA: I think one of the main difficulties with
this particular area has been simple lines of communication. We
have been unable to communicate with each other. Perhaps we should
trv to make it easier for people to do this, If we can set up a
netwvork of Telex-connected libraries it might spged up communica-
tions. I think perhaps.severAl people iﬁ this room from‘various
parts of the region may have these facilities near or at their con-
venience but are not aware of it. I, for example, found that I can
use Telex or Telex equipment right in my department and this was only
evident two weeks ago. I believe that the University of the West
Indies at Jamaica has Telex, and perhaps the Trinidad campus may
have it, too. We can do a whole lot more in the way of twwsaunication
than in conventional writing of letters and waiting for the mailmar
to bring them. The telephone is also a speedy and worc efficient
medium.

DR, DIX: I know nothing about the existence of any
Telex nétwork in this area. |

MR, McbONALD: I can speak of their efficiency in
Connecticut, ;s we have an eleven-library teletypewfiter pystem.  The
five academic libraries on the system have taken a further step in
the presence of felgtype, and have gone so far as to fund the posi-
tion in the Yale Iibrarf, which 1s the largest library on the neiwork.
We feel we can approach our girl, let us call her that, there freely
for interlibrary loans and reference service. The four libraries
that contribute to maké thié position available at Yale are the
Universiﬁy of Comnmecticut, West End ﬂniversity, Trinity

College and Connecticut College. You can see
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we are all very much smalier than Yalé, have a great deal to gain .by
this association and, yet, undéf_ this arrangement’ ve are not impos-
ing as heavily as if we should bhe coming to them without this quid
pro juo. Of course, we are a srnll area and the épst of ‘Telei. there
would he small compared to what it must cost 'Llere.:; Nevertheless, 1
f.thi'nk it i.s__'jim’portant to kr;bw what equipmént alresﬁy exists in the
:egion, as Miss Baa has said; and to learn how it 'could be used to
advantage. |

DR. JORDAM: I have investigated ttis, I know Telex
exists between St. Vincent and St. Augustine. I mentioned to Miss
Baa that we will explore what is possiblg. I certainlv;.r endorse _Miss
Baa's point of view. If we could maintain closer contact, it would
enhance cooperative efforts an awful lot. |

MR. McDONALD: It is ine\;table that you will each
have some unique resources that the other will ot:casionaily want. Bui:
we are finding Telex communication is good for library purposes. You
get, for one thing, a written record you can't get by telephone, and
this is valuable. If can be more accurate than something' that comes
from word of‘,mouth. T don't know how fast your mail service is, cer;-
tainly telecommunication would speed up that process of communication
and transfer of information.

DR. DIX: Well, I think something like that must be
included in our recommendations. Let us move on to the next topi'c.
I should 1ike to stop on time. We have a little less than 20 minutes
left. Obvidusly we are not going to get library training and man-
power in, just as well take that in the morning. |

None of these things cﬁn habpén without pecple. People are

important and are at the core of the whole thing: I don't want to

slight that. On the other hand, I think if our recorder Mrs.
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Shepard does her work well late tonight, evefything will be in gooq
order for tomorrow. Let's devote a little time to preservation of
books and racords--Miss Robinson.

MISS BOBINSON: May I just add two things to supple-
ment what was said about the Institute of Jamaica. There are several
important things in the Botany Department of the Institute of
Jamaica I forgot to mention earlier, since scientific information
on natural history seems to be a little short in the area. The
Institute has in addition to these microfilms special collections
which I mentioned. It owns 75,000 specimens from all over the West
Indies, not just from Jam#ica, but also from mainland countries
around the Caribbean Sea. It lends these spezimens to accredited
institutions or researchers in other places. We also have two very
importsnt botabfical indices.

DR. DIX: Thank you very much. All right, assuming
everything we have talked about works, we have.the booksf-some’of
the books that we need in some of these libraries.and we have the
bibliographic apparatus for making it known and machinery for
getting them to the reader. We turn our attention now, briefly,
to the problem of preservation of this material. If the fungus
attacks it, it is no good eventually to anybody. Mr. Alden has
special interest in this problem, and I have asked him to say a
word at least about the importance of preserving the original
material in answer to the microfilm people who want to film every-
thing. This is one way, but there are some things tﬁat need to
be preserved in their original format. Mr. Alden.

MR. ALDEN: I am going to be brutally brief,

perhaps brutally frank. .To begin with, I hope. that all of you

i
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in the process of collecting materials won't get discouraged just
because of the difficulty in petting the things that you think you
want. Librarians should have a certair amount of humility, I think.
fhey should have the ahility to envisage the needs of 50 years from
now. If.it is in print and you can get it, get it and don't say it
isn't worth keeping. One of Mrs. Stephenson's impressive statements
1s that she goes to the printers. If it is in primt, it is going“
to be sociologically and historically valuable, and it i§ not for us
to make value judgements of this sort. May I remind you that the
history of printing is a valid form of stuﬁy and research 17§ts own
right. There are other fields of learning besides history, socio-
logy, science and literature. There is also the history of
transmission of human thoughts in 1ts own right.

Going on to the technique of book preservation, sctually the
problem of the Caribbean 1s not really different from that of the
rest of the world, there is a difference of degree. Everything is
Just a little mofe exaggerated in the Caribbean.

So, ;t is imperative that all librarians know somethiug,aﬁ&ut_.
scientific techniqués of book preservation that we have explored :
and which has been so well get forth in the past 30 years. Typical
of the problem is what Mr. Wagner pointed out about the exhibit
cases. The fluorescent tubes will perhaps destroy materials because
of ultra-violet waves and the heat which the tubes in the cases give
off is destructive to materials. Thaﬁ is just a typical example. I
hope that Ann Richter Qill find someone to bring out a new retision
of LIBRARY CARE OF BOOKS which will give you the guidiﬁg ptincip1e8. 

I have brought down from Boston Plumbe's book on THE PRESERVA-
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TION OF BOOKS IN TROPICAL AND SUB-TROPICAL COUNTRIES. I can't
really recommend it, it is simply a series of expedients, solving
‘oné problem while ignoring aother. To have a research éollect;on
in the tropics these days and not to have air conditioning is a
contradiction of terms. Air conditioning is absolutely essential.

So much has been said of photocopying reproduction and Xerox
here that 1 find it necessary to refer to an article on the subject
of photo-reproduction and preservation in the LIBRARY JOURNAL for
November 1, 1966. I am afraid, in using photo-reproduction, librar-
ilans are frequently naive. Tt is very good to put a book, magazine.
or newspaper on microfilm but, let's face it, microfilm is no more
permanent than a well-printed book on decent paper. It is a mistake
to use the master negative as a reading copy, all reading should be
done from a print from the master negative and the master negative
itself presefved in snecified conditions of tempetafure and humidity.
We should he careful not to use rubber bands around master negatives.
We forget there is sulphur in the master negative and this will des-
troy it. We go on to talk about Xeroxing. Anyone who 18 experienced
with Xeroxing of material knows that you can make direct Xeroxing of
a book without damaging it. It is naive to think that m#king Xerox
copies will serve as reproduction and preservation because, unless
you use proper paper, vour Xerox copy is going to fade. I will say
that University Microfilms uses prints that have some life.

As librarians we are humanists and too frequently ignore the
findigf of scientists, but the fime has come when people have to
defar to the scientist to do their own job better, and to respect
scientists for their knowledge.

DR. DIX: Now, suppose we hear Mr. Hervieu's comments
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on this subject and discuss the two together.

MR, HERVIEU: (Through interpreter) The title of the
paper is "The Conservation of Beooks and Documents in the Antilles'.
The conservation and preservation of books and documents in the
Antilles demands more attention than in most other geographical
areas in the world since one has to deal continually with the ef-
fects of the tropical cliﬁate, hurricanes, and earthquakes.

The prevention (i.e., conservation and preservation) and, if
necessary, the cure (i.e., restoration) are the two tasks of the
librarian or archivist in the Antilles. I will.examine both aspects
and will describe the method used in Guadeloupe for restoration.

l. Preservation.

A. The matrix (composition of the written or printed document).
It will not he neceésary here to discuss papyrus and parchment which
cannct be preserved in the Antilles unless exceptional precautions
are taken. The Archives in‘Guadeloupe include only two documents on
parcﬁmént. Thus, onlv paper is of intérest. Paper is basically made
of cellulose obtained from various vegetable sources such as rags
(1inen, hemp, or cotton), tree bark, special grasses, or wood (toni-
fers or other trees such as the elm).

The resistance of paper to aging varies with its composition; it
has been shown that paper containing mostly cellulose (cellulose which
is insoluble in a solution of 17.5% sodium hydroxide) ié much more-
durable. A high humidify causes Paper to hydrolize and to crumble.
Thus, it is important to be able to control and lower the relative
humidity; in other words, to air-condition. Moreover, the degree of
acidity of papef affects its durability. Moderu paper is by and

large fairly acidic, which results in lower resistance to aging.
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One should also worry about the acidity of the ink used. In
the second part, the importance of acid neutralization in the
restoration nrocess shall be pointed out.

B. The enemies of bocks and dncuments: the destructive agents.
Man is probably the most destructive agent but, in the Antilles,
one is mostly concerned with the fight against humid heat and its
direct consequences, insects, and mold.

The humid and tropical climate of the Antilles which, in
general, means temperatures higher than 72° F. and a relative
humidity of more than 657 (sometimes reaching 95%), causes a
physical and chemical deterioration of paper as a result of the
hydrolysis of cellulose. In addition, one has to face a biological
deterioration.in‘the.form of mold. Finally, paper is attacked by
insects such as ;ermites, silverfish, cockroaches, and boring
worms which, from my.experience in Guadeloupe, seem to be more
dangetous than termites .

The best preventive measure agalnst all these enemies, as is
well known, is air conditioning which brings the temperature down
to about 70° F. and the humidity down to 50%. Of course, the use
of insecticides is also necessary, ethylene oxide in an autoclave
is both inseeticidal and fungicidal. I can offer two practical
recipee for leatﬁer Bound volumes: 1) Always use a glue containing

an 1nsecticide and‘2) Maintain the leather with a special cream,

- Creme 212, manufactured in Paris.

Other animals are also dengerous, such as rodents, but c¢nly
when the archives are left untended for a long time.
One shruldn't forget fire which, in the past, has certainly

Poen o
been the most destrgggﬁgé agent of books and documents, not only of
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itself but mostly by the water used to combat it. In Guadeloupe,
the fire of 1955 in the Archive Department was not very destructive;
but employees spent later ﬁearly five vears drying the documents.
One should use dry chemicals against fire, such as sodium bicar-
bonate and, as a preventive, metal shelves or treated wooden
shelves.

Finally, hurricane, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions have
caused grave destructions in the Antilles, particularly in the
French Antilles. Protection by architectural means will be used

against the first two.

2. Restoratfon.

Paper deteriorated by insects, humidity, mold or fire, if not
renovated, must be at least protected against all fucure #ttacks.
It must therefore be restored. |

There are various restoration processes, some cléssic and
fraditional, using a starch paste as adhensive to repair the
damagéd document and others more modern, involving plasties. -

However, paste is sensitive to humidity and, in general, plastics

do not:age‘well.“This is why current methods used’by librarians

as vell as archivists call fer materials which_have long proien
their stability and innocuousness (i.e., cellulose acetate and
tissue paper). There éxist other well proven restoration processes
but they are expensive; the best known is the Barrow process. ﬁn—
fortunately, it calls for equipment which is too expensive for the

archives or libraries of the Antilles, where financial resources

. are generally limited. Only one method, the "Indian method",
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.wﬁich involves lamination at ambient temperatures and which was
developed 1p-1ndia‘hy M. f.P. Kathpalia, appears to be auitable
beééuse of iﬁs low.cost; Its usefulness was demonstrated by M.
Kathpalia and M. V. Perotin (see BULLETIN D'INFORMATION SUR LA
PATHOLOGIE DES DOCUMENTS ET LEUR PROTECTION AUX ARCRIVES DE FRANCE,
ne.l, 1961, p.32;34);' This mé;ho&,ﬂaé weliiaé':he former ome by
Barrow, as;;méé ;hﬁt the doéumehf ﬁo be restored has been previously
neutralized. Thefe_ére several neutralization methbds;‘at the
Archives of Guadeloupe, we use a single bath in a solution prepared
by adding\&Og. oé magnesium carbonate per 20 litres of ﬁater (or one
pound per”55 gallons) and'through which carbon dioxide has been
bubbled. .

After ﬁaving.bééﬁ bathed and dried, the documents are then
sandwiched between two sheets of cellulose acetate and two sheets of
tissue papéf.:.fﬁelsandwich is then dipped in acetone bhrough an
apparatqs wiih rubber rollers powered by an electrical device. This
vprocesé ﬁa; deveioped in Paris at the Archives of the Department of
Seine ("India 7). The acetoﬁé dissolves the cellvlose acetate
which brinés tHé dqcument and the tissue paper in contact. Finally,
all thgc rémains.is £§ ﬁiace the restored document 1# a press be-
tween two sheets of tranéparent paper.

It should be nbfed that it is easy to restore books in this way
since one mﬁnyfinitiéliy prepare sheets by uniﬁing two pages in the
saine séﬁﬁﬁich. v _
.i. DR.'DIX: .Thank you, Mr. Hervieu and Mr. Caron. I
think we sﬁ#ll ;'ecéss for the ddy, and I remind you all of our
.social engagement tonight.
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MARCH 19, 1969, 9 A.M.

DR. DIX: I think we must ggt started. To reassure
any of you that have plans to catch a plane and éo'forth, I pro-
mise that we snall adjourn at twelve o'clock no matter what, give
ér take a few minﬁtes. Today we will move right im to the one
item left over vesterday: manpower and training. I hope that we
can finish this by coffee break. Mr. Gocking, will you start
right in? |

MR. GOCKINGY I was asked to be ready to sﬁeakv
abont manpower and training in relation to libraries in the West
Indies which I have interpreted to mean in the territories served .
by the University of the West Indies, and formerly grouped under the
name of British West Indies.

There is really no apt term to describe them as a group any
longer and perhaps they are no longer a group in any proper sense
of the word, which indeed is now a major consideration for them and
for the University in their mutual relations.

First, a word about terms. Terms can have very de§ious pro-
perties, vou have just seen me stumble over nne. Two others that
1 have been obliged to use cause we to stumble also, but for a dif-
ferent reason: 'manpower" and "training'. Occasionally I use them
both myself but recognizing and grudginély acceding to defeat,
particularly in the word "manpower’. After two'centuries of indus-
trial revolution, we have becomec habituated and unconsciously use
the word "horsepower” as an index for the amount of power man has
been adle to generate. .

‘Training is inseparable from manpower and vice versa. If man-

power is to be a unit. 4input and output, it must be reasonably
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constant at least in specific functions. Man must be trained to
perform particular kinds of functions, up to predetermined and
measurable standards satisfactory for the time‘being. There is
much sense in tﬁis, and also something dangerous; because training

cannot denote a system of securing a desired response by exerting

"a kind of force other ﬁhan by winning consent and understanding.

I do not think of béliéve, myself. that these two terms can
be honest}y dismissed as mére trickery or personal idiosyncracies.
The librarv can go no further. The library is essentially a human
institution and it is important that we speak in humane terms of
the library and the kiﬁd of education librarians should hrve, that
they be fit to‘render setvice.

They céntinue to‘speakvaboﬁt'the supply of librarians in the
West Indies and of their professional education. I think &ou will
understand me well emough. May I say here that, continuing iﬁ the
context in which libraries are said to be, I have thought of tell-
ing you if there had been time of something of the human efforts
made in the British West_Indieé in the last 25 years, particularly
to bring their libraries up to modern standards and even to cast a
very quick glén&e back to one hundred years ago to see where they
started, with what limitations. I think I might have td forego thatr

DR, DIX: Don't forego very much.

MR. GOCKING: I thought, too, it was quite a de-
I;berate and unusual opportunity for exchange of informarica.
Perhaps it wouldn't come amiss if I very briefly--from my own

personal knowledge, not documenting the paper--gave you historical
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documents of libraries of the West Indies. This is where the man-—
power needs to be rooted in this ares. o

- The much:criticized colonial system biought public libraries
to the West Indies a1most~simultaneously.with thellibraries in
England. The Barbados Library was established in 1847, and Trinidad
Public Library in 1851. Libraries in Jamaica were foun&ed about
the same date and, during the second half of the 19th century,
most of the islands in the Eastern Caribbean had their own litkle
public libraries. Of course, they Qere not public libraries’in
the modern sense, but subscription libraries, very modest, sup-
ported from public funds. They existed frankly for sﬁall educated
elites able and willing to pay them a modest subscription fee for
the kind-of service they provi@ed.

Their minute funds hardly sufficed for a limited number of
fashionable magazines, and some novels and biograpﬁies and tﬁe
like. Nevertheless, in the course of their existence, they
managed somehow to gather certain bodies of local West Indian
material, since bécoming greatly valuable, élthough they took
insuffiéieﬁt‘means to preserve them. They were staffed with
onlj.one person, often a poorly educated ome in relation to
modern education, thus a sort of janitor. On occasion, there
was one better. They served a useful purpose through

individual devotion and public spirit, and they
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began to employ mot only one person but two, gometimes three, even
four. That is manpower.

_ This state of affairs continued to the outbreak of World War II,‘
but about a decade before that, problems intervened, Unremarked at
the time as usual, and in an unexpected guise, it took the form of
a ghost or spirit» Andrew Carnegle, the great benefactor of _
libraries. You all know about benefactors in the United States
and the United Kingdom; but there was also a cernegie Corporation
of New York, which was responsible for other parts of the Beitieh
Empire which then existed. Scmehow they got to hear about the West
Indies and, very discreetly, got the colonial Office in London to
agree to their sending somebody to 1nvestigate the libraries in the
area. It was Dr. Ermest Savage who departed on December 31st, 1932, '
for the West Indies, and went through them very carefully and des-
cribed the condition of the libraries. He wrote a report to the
Carnegie Corporation which is a basic reference book for the
British West Indian libraries. This report was given to the Library
Association in London in 1934. It is called THE LIBRARIES OF
BERMUDA, THE BAHAMAS, THE BRITISH WEST INDIES, BRITISH GUIANA,
BRITISH HONDURAS, PUERTO RICO, AND THE AMERICAN VIRGIN ISLANDS: A
REPORT TO THE CARNEGIE CORPCRATION OF NEW YORK. After a great deal
of difficulty the Cernegie Corporation sent $70,000 to put this
scheme into eff:ect.

DR, DIX: Thank you very much, Sir. That was a
very admirable summary and projection of needs. Will you go right

ahead with your summary, Dr. DeRosa?
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YDR. DE ROSA: Puerto Rico, an island in the Qario-
bean with an area of approximately 3,421 square miles and a popu~
lation of 2,73§,000 inﬁabitanté is in an upsurge of social,
1ntellectual and economic development. For this conference, our
prime interest is the problem related to library services on the
.island.

University and Coll;ge Libraries. Our government and some.

private instituvtions are aware of the great demand for better:
institutional library services and the brofessionol personnel
needed to maintain them. The existing institutional library sere
vices may be classified in two groups? governmental and private.
vtThe governmental 1nstitutions—-the University of Puerto Rico with
its main campus in R{o Piedras, one campus in Mayaguez, and
another in San Juan——had to organize three regional colleges, in
Humacao, Arecibo and Cayey, each one with a well-organized library.
Plans have been made to establish at least rwo additional regional
colleges; their locations have not been decided as yet, but pro-
bably one will be in the San Juan area and the other in the Ponce
area. |

Amoné our private universities and colleges we can mention:
Catholic University of Puerto Rico, with its main campus in Ponce
and regional colleges in Béyamon, Areclbo, Aguadilla, Caguas,
Cuayama and Mayaguez; Sacred-Heart University College in Santurce;
Inter-American University with its main campus in San German and
‘branches in Hato Rey, Agua&illa. Arecibo, Bayamon, Cayey, Fajardo,
Guayama, Barranquitas, Las Marias, Humacao, fonce, Ramey Field
(Aguadilla) and San Lorenzo, and the Puerto Rico Junior College in

Cupey, Rio Piedras’dﬁkh branches in Caguas and Rio Piedras.
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As universities and colleéés'open and expand, the logical con-
sequence is that libraries will have to strengthen their resources
and personnel and that new libraries will have to be established: -
This has éreéfed and ﬁili cont1nue to create a great demand for
professional librarians, as wel‘l as ndn-professional personnel.
There is no problem witﬁ the non-professional group as our univer-
sities ate.giaduating an éverage of 5,000 students annually.

Of.all universify 11braries; the largest: onme is ‘the General
Library of the University of Puerto Rico, Rlo Piedras campus. For
that veason this is the place where the majority of professional
librarians are working. They have faculty status and equal
salaries..'The number of profeésional librarians is more or less
the same.foday as it was in 1961. On the other hand, the number of
students on thé three'camﬁusns has increased 597, and 14 new
graduate programs have been established.

We have to consider also‘that just now we are expanding and
remodelling our General Library in Rfo Piedras, with the aid of
federal fundszand‘at a cost of $4'million. This btoject will triple
the capacity of our stacks and seats as well as personnel,

Tﬁe Inter;Anerican Universify in San German and the Catholic
University in Ponce will have neﬁ iibrary buildings in the near
future. The Catholic University's library will cost about $1.3
million. They exﬁect their building to be ready for next éyymer.
The Inter—American Univeigity's libtary'will éést between #2.and
$2.5 millibn,'tﬁe definite date for its opening is still unknown.

Invbther words, the whoie pénorama of the university‘libraries
system is one with great manpower needs, needs that ought to be

fulfilled for the benefit of the whole library system and for the
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benefit of the whole library system'and for the benefit bf the edu-
cational program of the island.

School and Public Libraries. Mrs. de Cardona has already

given you the statistical development of public and school iibrary
systems as administered by the Department of Public Imstruction.

.The requiremenﬁs'for certification for school libfapians are
these: experience as a school teacher_for at least two years and
accumulation of 15 credits in iibra:y Science. ﬁith these qualifi-
cations they obtain a certificate as school librarian. A high
percentage of our school librarians have this certificate; few of
them have the master's degree. Standards should be raised and
1ncent1ves‘sh0uld be provided 80 as to encourage fhésé persons to
pursue advanced studies. If the Graduate School of Library Science
at the University of Puerto Rico, RIo Piedras campus, opens, this
will bé,an excellent.opportunity for those interested in contin-
uing advanced studies.

The development of public libraries has been more rapid than
the school libraries,‘au_we have already sai&. They have taken
advantage of ihe.financial federal Aid to promote organization of
libraries and strengthen their collectiﬁns. The problem of
personnel is the same as we find in the school library program.
The highest percentage of non-professional librarians is foupdl in
these libraries. The only requisife to apply for a position in
these libraries is to pass a test given by the Office of Personnel

of Puerto Rico. Some of the catepories of these non-professional

‘librarians require the bachelor's degree, but in other cases not.

Standards and salaries should be raised also in the personnel of
the public libraries so as to improve the services rendered.

1€2
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School library recommendations: 1. The establishment of 50

school libraries per year. 2. The creation of 50 positions of
school librarian per year for the next. 12 };ears (to 1980}. 3. The
creation annually of 25 positiaﬁs cf school librarians'assistahts.
They wﬁi woTk efzer the regular class periods ﬁntil 9:30 P.M.

Public 1ibrary recommendations: 1l. The establishment of 10

public librarics annualiy for the next four years. 2. The creai‘:ion

of 10 positions of library assistants annually untii the pro-

fessional perscnnel :lé aveilable.

Besides these recomend#tions, 'the four years'prbgram also
provides for an annual increases of 6 libraries in public housing
projects, 60 in rural libraries, 1Z in si:ecial iibraries, and, for .
bookmobiles, one per year for 1969~70, 1970-71, 1971¢72. The
total recommendation of the diffex;ent types of libraries is 138 for
the first year and 139 ifor subsequent years. h |

Spacial libraries: Our next copic of discussicn will be that

of special 1libraries. This type of library is scattered all over;
we find them in privete commercial nssc.acbiation‘s and ofganizations,
such as banks, publishing firms, constfuwction companies, government
agencies, municipal, insular or federal, and professional or social
associations and crganizations. As a generalz Tule, although there
are exceptions, they are small libraries, specializing in certain
subjects of interest, and usually librariaﬁs workinguin them (in
Puerto Rico) are non-professional. Salaries paid are too low and
they cannot compete with other libraries. Some of the govermment
libraries are among the exéeptiohs. They are in a mucﬁ better
pdsition than the rest of the group. Their book collectioﬁs are

larger, they have more personnel; some ha‘{re professional lihrarians
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_ and salaries are higher.

One of tne most im_port’ant ‘special government libraries is that
of the Caribbean Economic-DeveIOpment Corporation,. usually called '
CODhCA from its Spanish name : Corporacion de Desarrollo Economico |
del cAribe. This librery is well knowu among all those interested
in the Caribbean region. for its valuable resources in Caribbean
subjects for study and research. The library is urder a profess-
ional librerian, Mrs. Paulita Meldonado de la Torre, who was to
have narticipaterl in this conference but for reason of illness is
not with us. | | _

As most 'of ybu 'a_lready: know, we had the_‘ privilege of .hav.ling
.Hiss Enid Baa, Director of. Libraries and Mns_eums of the Department of

Bducation, Virgin Islands of the United étatea. and one of the mem- |

" bers of the canference. planning comnittee. as director of CODECA's
library, too. Both of them. Misa Baa and now Mra. De la Torre,
backed_ by_'-Pan.American Union, have worked hard in trying to estab-—
lish a Regional. Bibliogranhic_ Qenrer for the Caribbean in this |
library;.’ Tbi:_: Center, -1f established, can be' tbe answer to ‘many of
rhe problema‘ of 'the Caribbean libraries and others. .

Other librariee worthy to be mentioned in this claesification
are the ones of the: Supreme court, Economic Development Administra-
tion, Govermen‘.: Development rBank, and Legialative Assembly of Puerto
Rico. Moat of them are in great need of professional librarians and
some need additional non—profeaeional peraonnel. One of the main
obatacles to their developnent- is' this need for trained professional
librarians; but, before this can be solved, measures will have to be
adopted to reviae the ealar'_r scale provided by the gwerunent.

Shlaries are too low and there are no incentives for the professional

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC
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group working 1n uhe librariea.apw

Other private organilationu or aaaouiations having outatand-

ing special libtaviea.

Associatifn Medica de pﬁ@ééo nico,‘A;gh@é?iﬁéiéériiqﬁéﬁo. and the.
daily newspaper, RL MUNDb,'  _ : _\ '_/ | ‘

Training. One problem common tefaliibf Aﬁ; iibrariea, as we
have seen, is the lack of trained personnel. In Puerto ﬁico, per-.
sons interested in obtaining their profeasional degree usually go
to the United States. Every year our Department of Education has
been uable to find qualified available candidates to take generous
scholarships offered for this purpose. Ihe general outery has been‘
to try to establish a Graduate School of Library Science in our
University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras campus.

Universities and Colleges. The College of Education of the

University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras campus, has been giving for
some years a program of 18 credit hour courses in Library Science, at
the bachelor's level. Our Department of Edncation granta a certifi-~
cate of school lilirarian to teachers who have completed at least 15
hours of credit. The majority of our school librarians have this
certificate, although there are a few with the master's degree.
Besides what the University of Puerto Rico is doing on the
Rfo Piedras campus, the Mayaguez campus and some of the regilonal
colleges are cooperating also in upgrading the status of school
librarians. 1In the Repional College nf Humacao, the basic coursesl
for school librariansd certificate have been given for eone &ears.
Because of the lack of professional librarians thia training was dis-
continued. At present, these courses are given on the Mayaguez
campus and in the Regional Cellege of Arecibo.

\)4 o
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The Mayaguez‘ campus has also sponsored conferences, lectures
and seminars. Just recently a small group of librarians had the
opportunity to attend a seminar on automation. Automation is the

key word for future library deveiopment. The Mayag_uez campus has

great plans on this subject and nas:taken the lead in 1c.

Private universities and colleges share with the govermment ;.
university the task of preparing school librarians. The Catholic
University in Ponce has a program of seven couraea‘, with a total
of 21 credits in L:I.braty Science. The peraonnel of this library

also offer counseling on library matters to those interested in the

' aubject .

The Sacred Heart University College in Santurce, aa institution |
at university level, gave during past years six courses in Library
Science. The purpose was to prepare achool 1§brarians also. This
program was discontinued last year. _ | .

The Puerto l_{ico Junior Coilege is very active in the training
of librarians. It is a coeducational college and vas the first of
its kind to be estainehed inthe 1sland and in the Caribbean erea, 8
in May, 19&9 :I.n lﬁo Piedras, Puerto Rico. It offers tvo different

progrm' one leads to an A.S. (Asaociate in Science) aul the other

is a three-year educational program by which ‘the student can work as

a teacher in the elenentary_schoola, or as ‘a achool librarian.
Students taking this -laat lprogram can -conplete their bachelor's
degree in education or study advanced courses in Library Science.
The program for the Associate in Science is a two-year program,
and it giveo the student a qu-rounded -cu-l.tural background and also
the specialized courses in tibrary Sclence. "I;‘he curriculum pre-
pares the stn_dent for positions as library assistants in public and

private libraries.
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Department of Education &6 Puerto Rico. The Library Services

Division of the Department ¢ Education has a special practical
training program for public librarians before they start to work.
As we have said before, they are non-professional librarians, most
of them having the basic information needed to fulfill their duties.

School librarians also have a special training before the&
take xharge of their libraries. By means of conferences, lectures,
seminars and workshops they are trained in the different library
techniques. It is a continuous educational program as library
problems arise.

General Library of the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Pledras

Campus. To meet the demand for professional librarians, the General
Library has been sending persons to the United States to study for
their master's degrees. Usually they seﬁd two non~professionals,
members of their staff, and the Univefaity of Puerto Rico gives them
scholarships. This program has been in effect for many years and
the great majority of our present professionals have benefited from
this program. The other campuses of the Univgrsity of Puerto Rico
have similar programs. .

Our Library has also sent members of their ﬁersonnel to attend
special seminars in the United States and other countries, especial-
ly those seminars related to automation. At present we are not
mechanized but we are studying the whole situation and making plans,
especially for ordering, circulation and cataloguing.

In a preliminary step for our Graduate School of Library
Service, the University of Puerto Rico, Bio Piedras campus, started

in January, 1968, to give some courses in Library Science at the

graduate level. This was made possible by arrangements between our
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Director of Libraries, Miss JOSefipaidgl Totb, and the Graduate

Library School of:the University of the State of New York. at Albany,

New York. This made it possible for two visiting professors from
Albany to come to-our University “o give the courses. This program
was continued with great success during the summer of 1968,

Institute of Library Science. An initial step to the creation

of this school was the organization of an Imstitute in Library
Science for 25 participants, in late August. A proposal was sub-

mitted to the U.S. Office of Education, recommending to offer am

festitute in Library Science at a praduate level, to 25 participants. .

The proposal, with a total budget of $211,358, was approved. Thg
program started in August, 1968, and will-be finished in July, 1969.
Each participant receives $75. weekly plus $15. for each dependent,
if any. The regulations for this‘Institute are the same as for
other accredited library schools.
The Institute requires a program of 36 advanced credit hours.
0f these, 30 must:be in post-graduate courses in Library Science
and the other six electives, which will supplement the subject
specialization of . the student.
Participants of the Institute have had the privilege of havipg
as lecturers distinguished personalities in the library field. To
give you an idea of the lecturérs and the subjects discussed, we
will include a list.of the lecturers that have been or will be
speaking:
October 30, 1968 - Library Problems of Multi-Campus Universi-
ties, by Dr. Michael Reynolds, formerly
Director of the Regional Campus Libraries,
University of Indiana.

December 2, 1968 - Professional Status of Librarians, by Dr.

Robert B. Downs, Dean of Library ;
Administration, University of Illinois.
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Januar; 16, 1969 - University Libraries of Latin America, by
Professor William V. Jackson, Library
School, University of Pitisburgh.

February 19, 1969 ~ International Aspects of Librarianship,
by Dean Nasser Sharify, Pratt Institute,
&iiool of Librarianship (formerly Head of
0ffice of International Librarianship,
State University of New York).

March 16, 1969 - Education for Librarianship in the United
States, by Dr. Lester E. Asheim, Director,
Office for Library Education, American
Library Association.

March 19, 1969 - Library Developments in Federal City College,
Washington, D.C., by Director Robert T.
Jordan, 0ffice of Media Services,
Federal City College.

April , 1969 - Mrs. Marietta Daniels Shepard, Associate
Librarian, Pan American Union.

The Institute is under the able leadership of Dr. Thomas E;
Benner, ex-Thancellor of our University and now assistant to the
President . ¢ the University of Puerto Rico, Dr. Jaime Benitez.

Participants of the Institute will get a certificate accredit-
ing the graduate studies they have done in Library Science.
Eventually, when the Craduate School of Library Service is estab-
lished, these certificates will be considered for confirmation as
an equivalent to a master's degree.

Sociedad de Bibliotecarios. The Sociedad de Bibliotecarios de

Puerto Rico, organized in 1961 by a group of enthusiastic librarianms,
adopted as one of its main cbjectives, to promote the establishment
of a Graduate School of Library Services. Recently--March 7 and 8,
to be exact--we had our annual convention. We ha& the privilege to
have with us our Honorable-covernor, Mr. Luis A. Ferre, and our
Secretary of Education, Dr. Ramon Mellado. In their messages their
interest in the promotion of libraries was received with great en-

thusiasm and pride by the members.
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The Soci-ty's activities and attaimments for such a short
period of existence are surprising. Besides promoting the estab-
lishment of a Graduate Library School, the Society has sponsored
conferences, workshops, brief talks and lectures; it was responsible
for the study made by Miss Mary Gaver of Rutgers Unilversity, and ex-
President of the American Library Association, and Mr. Gonzaln
Velazquez, Director of the Library Services Division of the Depart-
ment of Education on "School Libraries of Puerto Rico". It is re-
sponsible also for organizing a very active committee for the
betterment of libraries in Puerto Rico, for creating a fund for
scholarships for graduate studies in Library Science, and for pub-
lishing a Bulletin (although its appearance is irregular). It
prepared and published a guide to the libraries of Puerte Rico; it
has revised ::iary scales and position classification schemes for
the Departmeni of Education and the Puerto Rico Junior College, and
it has promoted library legislation, among other things.

The Graduate School of Library Service.. The establishment of a

Graduate Library School in Pugtto‘Rico has been promoted by several
worthy friends of the cause. Among them we should like to mention
the valuable help that Pan American Union, especially Mrs. Marietta
Daniels Shepard, has given to the organization of the school. Also
we can mention the untiring help ¢f Dr. Thomas E. Benner, who never
knows the words "no" or "impossible''; Dr. Robert Burgess of the
State University of New York, for his valuable work as advisor, and
equally important, our Director of lLibraries, Miss Josefina del
Toro, who has worked really hard on this projectl
The proposal for the establishment of the Graduate School of

Library Ser¥ice has been presented to the University's authorities.
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Althcugh there is not a definite acceptance of it as yet, plans have
been made to open the School by August, 1369, Right now, applica-
tions for admission are being accepted. Without too much advertise-
ment, already we have received applications from as'far away as
Ecuador and India. I have brought some of these forms; if anyone is
interested iw having one, please see me after the meeting.

The basic requirements for admisaion are: 1) a bachelor's de-
gree in arts or science, 2) a minimum average of 2.5 (scale.A-é,B—B,
C-2,D-1,F~0) and 3) to have demonstrated an interest and capacity
for library work. Candidates must be able to understand and read
the Fnglish and Spanish languages. Classes will be given in Spanish,
but most of the textbooks to be used are in the English language.

In our University, the language of instruction is Spanish, as
our firat lausiage is Spanish. But also we have to understand and
read the Engiich language. Many of our faculty members are English-
speaking, and most textbhooks used are in the English language. Some
courses are given in the English language; it all depends on the
language mastered by the professor, and if students all speak and
understand the same language. Regulations are flexible in this
respect. It will not be pnssible for our Graduate School of Library
Service to put into effect this plan as there are limitations of
teaching personnel in the beginning.

The School's faculty will be two full-time professors and the
Director, who will have a part-time teaching job. In the future
the staff will be increased. The School will be located in a new
annex that has been built adjoining the General Library of the
Uuniversity of Puerto Rico, R{o Piedras campus.

DR. DIX: Thank you. Miss Baa.
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MISS BAA: 1In regard to manpower and professional
training in the Virgin Islands, when we consider the personnel
shortage on the continent, I figure that we are very fortunate
here in the Virgin Islands. First, because of the climate and
people who like to come to this climate to work, we can get the
benefit of many librarians who come from the United States to re-
gide here. So, with a population of 64,000 more or less, and a
school population of some 13,000 or 14,000, we find tﬁat we have
a surprising number of trained librarians, and one in each of the
school libraries. In thevpuhlic libraries we have already five or
8ix trained librarians which 1 think is an exceedingly good pro-
portion,

Perhivs we also have potential for additional trained
librarian: hecause I have a number of applications from mainland
librarians who are very anxious toc come here even before they have
completed Library School.

| DR. DIX: This is a good point that occurred to me.
As I see it, up in the cold climat(z '~ -« some of us live, we see
people paying enormous amounts of money to enjoy thelr vacations in
this beautiful area. You have something working for you there.

MISS BAA: That is one reason, and the other is
that our salary gcale for librarians is practically on the same
standard with national scales.

DR. DIX: I think we perhaps better take our break
here. Now, Mrs. Shepard, I know, will have something later on

specific recommendations, a summary on this library training and
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manpower situation. So, let us take one moment for our coffee

break and come back and address ourselves to this summary.

(AFTER COFFEE BREAK)

May we come to order, please. Now we come to the heart of
the matter, the moment of truth when we find out what we have
said. Let me put what we are and what we are about to do in the
proper context. This body, of course, has no status. It is an
ad hoc group, it wasn't convened to make recommendations to
anyone. On the other hand, some record of ghe matters is very much
worth reﬁorting and passing on to the appropriate people that
should receive it.. .

1'11 ask Mrs..Shepard to read these conclusions aﬁd 1'11 ask
each of you to interrupt to ask to speak if you think some

‘:} different interpretation should be put upon what was said hxre,

any amendments or additioms, and when we get all through, ¥ will

L simply attempt to find out if the group as a whole is prepared to
: say we agree on these points. That seems 1ike a fair ground rule.
% | MRS. SHEPARD: I womld think it might be well for

: youyou tc jot down any modification that you consider should be
incorporated into a final set of these resolutions as far as

wording or contents is concerned. Also, I am suggesting that you

let me know if you want to receive information on SALALM.
1 have no pride of authorship so, if I have misconstrued

what some of you have said, I hope you will let me know.
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1. That each institution in the Caribbean strive to maintain a
maxinmum of self-sufficiency in library resources in accordance with

the purpose of each institution, that it give special attention to

. the collection of local materials, and that it share its resources

with other institutions and their users by engaging in cooperative
projects aimed at making maximum use of existing resources and by
providing inter-library loan service.

2. That the benefits of modern technology and automation be
utilized to thg fullest degree which is feasible to bring thei#
holdings of libraries and archives into a better state of organiza-
tion, preservation and utilization. -

3. That efforts be made locally to get the support of law-
makers for the passage of iegal deposit laws wherever necessary,
and for the ﬂepbsit of officiﬁl publications in key libraries of
the region and elsewhere; that improved programs be put into effect
for the international exchange of ﬁublicationm as well, and for
national and local planning for improved library services; and that
libraries cited for legal deposit make increased efforts to achieve
enforcement of such laws as well as current bibliographies of such
materials.

4. (a) That renewed efforts be made to carry out the recom-
mendations of the 1967 conference on the Pilot Bibliographical
Center for the Caribbean, so as to assure the comtinuance of the

Caribbean Regional Library to serve that function and tc ccordinate

‘cooperative library and bibliographic attivities;(b) to experiment

with and assess the results of automation in the regular and up-to-
date production of the CURRENT CARIBBEAN BIBLIOGRAPHY (CCB) in

machine-readable form for publication sud for the preparation of
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speclalized and national listings of data stored; (c) to train
librari;ns for repional cooperative progfams bf'loéating, record-
ing, and cataloging local materials fdflinclusion'iﬁ'the CCB; andb :
to provide photoconryine services for Caribbean current and retro-
spective materials. B

5. That funding agencies be encouraged to provide adequate

financial support for bibliographic projects and other cooperative

activities in the.Caribbean to make maxiﬁum use of available re-
sources. |

6. That recognition be civen to the Government of Puerto Rico
and to CODECA for their support of the Cafibbean'Regional Library
for study and téseatch purposes, and that hoperbe expressed that it
extend its financial suppoft for the purposes for which the
library w-s enttustéd to Puerto Rico.

7. That steps be taken to initiate the Piiot Acquisitions

"Project restricted to the area of the English-speaking Caribbean,

us proposed at the 1967 conference.

8.'Tﬁa: tha means be sought to carry out a new survey of
library and archival resources of the region, whether public or pri-
vate, business, gcclesia#tical, family, personal or other tyves,
which would seek not only usuél directory information but data on
special cnllections and special types of materials such as archival
docunents, manuscripts, theses, microfilm and other types of
reproduced materi#la, serial holdinps, newspaper clinpings, local
materials, special repdrts, 0ld maps and prints, drawings and sur-
veys, phctographs, autographs, incunabula and rare books; ard

identify the areas of specialization of each institution.
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9. That the SALALM Committee on Acquisitions add to its list
in progress of second-hand bookdealers the names of booksellers fn <m4}
the Cariblean and elsewhere handling both cﬁrrent and retrospeétive
materials.
13. That librarians and scholarsrunite to prepare guildes to fﬁe
location of Caribbean materials iIn repositgriesxof the région aﬁd
elsevhere, to complement the guides to archival materials in Furope

and North America, and that the Pan American Institute of Geographv

_ and History be invited to give special attention to the Caribbean

area,
11. That the conclusions of the forthcoming conference on
public libraries spronsored bv CODECA and the Virgin Tslands Public

Library, and the Conference of University and Research Librarians

‘to be held in Mav/June, and the pre-SALALM meeting of Caribbean

librarians in June be transmitted te the participants of this
conference.

12, That academic librarians of the region maké their needs as
well as their activities known in such conferences as the recent
meeting of Féctors of Caribbean Unlivirsities, so as to achl'eve
increased status and support for library services.

13. That librarians collaborate in the creation of local and
regional union catalogues of holdinas of libraries in the Carib-
bean area to facilitate Inter-library loan or photoreproduction of
materials needed for research, and that attention be ﬁiven to the
subject as well as author approach tc the materials.

14, That wherever possible centralized cataloging services
be providel by leyv likraries in the f%r&bbean as a means of over- ‘~>

coming the catalopuing manpower shortage and of increasing the
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efficiency of the libraries involved, as well as achieving an

_increased standardization of cataloguing information.

15. That Caribhe;n‘librarians cboperaté in:drawing uﬁ
various kiﬁds of lists, such as a list of}the;principal subject
fields of interest to them, such as éléfery and emancipaﬁion,
interracial relations, plantatfor 1ife and problemé, tropical
agriculture, oceanography, fishing and other regional industries,
political parties, trade unions, tourist trade, and simiiar topics.

16. That librarians in thé Caribbean area cooperate wiﬁh the
SALALM'Committee on Acquigitions to compile a 1is£ of regular
library accessions of local materials and tﬁose of the Caribbean
region to supplement current bibliographies of the region. -

17. That funding agencies be encouragéd to provide adequate

funds to assure the continuance and expansion of the CURRENT

- CARIBBEAN BIBLIOGRAPHY in machine-readable format as well as in

printed fo;m qnd to permit the Caribbean Regional Library at
CODECA to continue to experiment with automation so that its re-
sults may béiuseful in ;imilar projects in other areas of Latin
America. . |

18. .That the individuals an< institutions compiling biblio-
graphies of the Caribbean area on a regular basis be commended for
their work and requested to keep them as up-to-d;te as possible,
current and comprehensive.

19. That Caribbean libraries seek to achieve better relations
with commercial and institutional publishers of the area so as to
improve local collections of local materiéls and to provide biblio-
graphic informgtion as well as copies of local material in original

or reproduced fiorm for other libraries aﬂd regional centers.

184

i

LY 177



O P

i

20. That Caribbean librarianéicollaborate.yith the SALALM
committees and'éuﬁ-commitgées in idenfifying ébliections 6f nonbook
materials such as newspapef'coliecﬁioﬁs, cardran& mﬁnuécriﬁt
indices to them and.tb sucﬁ ﬁateriaiskés ﬁérlihmeﬁtaty fecords, as
well:as unpublishe& bibliographies in card and mahﬁscript for@ of
interest to the region. ‘ 4 '

21. That recognition be given to ﬁhe'Sf. Thpm#s Public Library

in the publication of its MICROFILM CATALOGUE, that other libraries

. be encouraged to follow its exﬁmple and that the support of all

libraries be given to this instiiution in its willingness to serve
as a promotional and training center for cooperative and iocal
nicrofilm activities and to keep up~to-date and disseminéte infor-
mation on photographic facilities of the Caribbean for copying
purposes; ané that Caribbean librarians and tecﬁnicians take ad-
vantage of the technological services offered bf Virgin Islands
libraries in building their respective services for a) microfilm

processing, b) consultative technical services, ¢) training in

 _m1crotechno1ogy and other photographic services.

22. That the.national and other archives of metropolitan
countriés éf Europe consider presenting to their former colomnizs in
the Caribbean micrdfilﬁ copies of documents relating to the history
of foruer col?nies, in accordance with the recommendation of the
1968 International Conference on Archives.

'23. That the Oeganization of American States Se commended for

- its agreement to collaborate with the Goveriment of Spaim 5 Co@m~ i ..

pleting the cataloguing of the Archives of the Indies in Seville
and the publication of the record of its holdings, as well as fer

its plan for archival development as part of ihe new regional

cultural development program of the UAS to parallel the present
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Library Development Program.

24. That librarians and archivists of the area be alerted to
the potential value of personal archives and notes of scholars and
to the wealth of information to be found in unpublished research
projects, and that they seek to ahsorb such materials into their
collections.

25. That the Library of Congress be encouraged to include
in its MARC II. tapes bibliographic information on materials in
Spanish and Portuguese emanating from Latin America, Spain and the
Caribbean; to'accgpt the collaboration of Caribbean libraries in

ﬁroviding bibliographic information from the region; and to

'cooperate with the French Documentation Center at Bordeaux so that

its French Caribbean materials may also be reflected in the
Library of_Congress MARC II tapes.

26, That materials in special need of attention be identified
in the Caribbean area in a cooperative effort of the librarians and
archivists, and’ that the services of such commercial enterprises as
University Microfilms and G.K. Hall be invited to copy unique
library and archival collections for the purposes of preservation
and of making more widely available their contents.

27. That libraries of academic and research institutions
develop oral history collections to take advantage of personel
recollections such as the tapes being made of former slaves, now
centenarians, by the University of Guyana.

28. That authors, publishers, librarians and educstors give
special attention to the need for locally based educational and

library naterials for school and litrary purﬁoses in the region,
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as well as for materials useful for the study of the Caribbean 1ﬁ

i the United States and elsewhere.
% 29, That all modern communications media such as Telex be
% ~ utilized to the fullest to speed up the requzst for and dissemina-
; tion of bibliographic information both for bibliographic compila-
tion and for inter-library loan purposes. -
5 30. That in the construction of new buildi-gs for archives
and libraries special attention he paid to the need for the
installation of air conditioning for the preservation of books,
documents, and other library and archival materials.

31. That librarians of the Caribbean area strive to develop

a plan of cooperative aéquisitions on which to hase further

cooperative efforts.

32. That librarians of the Caribbean area strive to collect
comprehensivelv all local materials without regard to the con-
sideration of value judgments as to the intrinsic value of each
item.

33. That a more consistent coffort be made to seek informa-
tion concerning the collection of Caribbean materiais in libraries
of the Urited States, Europe, end elsewhere.

34. That, for the satisfaction of professional manpower
needs, fervent hope be expressed for the success of new pro-
fessional library schools in the British West Indies and Puerto
Rico and that attention be paid to the training of paraprofessional

techniglans and assistants required.

DR. DIX: Are there any other things? I note that

President Wanlass has just come into the room. I would like him

~ to be present when another, different resolution is preserted.

187

180




Can you take a minute or two--I think he wénts to say a word of
farewell. The chair now recognizes Mr. Gocking.

MR. GOCKING: This resolutiorn is one which I am
sure we will all jein with no dissenting voices. Don't be
alarmed. It is one of thanks to our hosts, the people who called
us together, the Cbllege of the Virgin Islands, and who have done
so splendidly and given us the opportunity to meet with each other
once more. The generosity with which this has been done, the care
given to it, and the different facilities providéd, we do not know
how to properly express our thanks, our very deep gratitude for such
a job performed so splendidly. I speak on behalf of all present
here and say to him and to his subordinates our very deep sincere.
thanks, our very warm thanks for your kindness.

DR. DIX: I am sure that resolution is accepted by
acclaimation. President Wanlass.

PRES. WANLASS: We don't suppose to rival in the qual-
ity of our farewell, but we do say--and I am speaking for all Virgin
islands residents, I think~-that the people who go from the Virgin
Islands always comie back and, as you think about your few days here,
I think vou should ptan another return, another visit, another meet-
ing. Certainly there is a sense of welcome as you go and I am asking
you to come back. It is that welcome of return which is part of
what I want to leave with you.

In addition, I want to express my thanks to the committee that
was responsible for the meeting and I won't mention them by name, but
they will know. You see, the fresident really does very little and
what is important to be done, and has been done, has been entrusted
to an important group of people. They know I am thankful and ex-

press the thanks of all of vou to them as well.
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e, "'CDONALD: T am nnt accustomed to having the last
word, if indeed it turns out that ¥ do. But I ﬁuat thank all of you
for your willingness to come long distances and to gather here,for
your thoughts and efforts informing us all about your libtrary, your
problems and your interests. To those of you that prepared papers,
our g¢reat thanks. Vhether vou got to deliver them 1n full or not, be
assured that I want them so they can be made a part of the record of
the conference. Thanks has been expressed to members of the commit-
tee for their effort. I would like to repeat that, to thank Ernest
Wagner for his help and‘service; Miss Baa has rendered tremendous
service, “'rs. Shepard, and all. I want finally to express my great
aopreciation and sense of indebtedness to Bill Dix for chairing this
conference so masterfully. I promised you at the beginning vou will
feel that we had chosen the right man for the job, I am sure you can

all agree with me that we did just that. Thank you.

DR, DIX: It is the prerogative of the chair to have
the last word. Let me make a personal observation of how much I am
% » impressed by what is roing on here, and by the energy and foresight
of this College in initiating this conference. It seems to me the
benefits of a conference of this sort rests only in small part in its
series of recommendations; in a large part, it is the sense of
people getting togethet, as people sharing their common experiences
and needs. I think we have made one more step on a fairly long

ladder. It has gone on, it will fo on into the future. I am im-

pressed bv the quality of librarians in this area, the way in which
you are aware of the needs and have bheen working for them. So with

that note, I declare this conference adjourned.




